
 



DIALOG 
The assembly stands.  A large, white candle may be carried to its place. A dialogue may accompany or 
follow the procession. When it is sung, the following or a similar tone may be used, the assembly 
echoing the leader.

HYMN OF LIGHT
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THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT 
The leader and the assembly give thanks, using the following or another appropriate form.

We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning you called light into being,
and you set light in the sky
to govern night and day.
In a pillar of cloud by day
and a pillar of fire by night
you led your people into freedom.
Enlighten our darkness by the light of your Christ:
may your Word be a lamp to our feet
and a light to our path;
for you are merciful,
and you love your whole creation,
and with all your creatures we give you glory,
through your Son Jesus Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
now and forever.
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EVENING PSALM 
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Silence is kept for meditation and prayer.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer

ascend before you, O God,
and let your lovingkindness descend upon us, 

that with purified hearts
we may sing your praises with the church on earth 

and the whole heavenly host,
and may glorify you forever and ever.

Amen 
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PSALM 
Silence is kept after each psalm for meditation and prayer. A concluding prayer will be said following 
the silence.
Week of Lent 1: Psalm 77
Week of Lent 2: Psalm 88
Week of Lent 3: Psalm 84
Week of Lent 4: Psalm 107:1-6
Week of Lent 5: Psalm 75

READINGS 
Week of Lent 1: Esther 2:19-3:12 - Power, Personnel and Pogroms
Week of Lent 2: Esther 4 - Such a Time as This
Week of Lent 3: Esther 5:1-6:14 - Plots, Parades and Providence 
Week of Lent 4: Esther 7:1-8:17 - Counter-plots and Counter-edicts 
Week of Lent 5: Esther 9:1-9:25; 10:1-3 - Dueling Decrees

After the reading, the leader and congregation will respond by saying: 
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.  

HOMILY 
HYMN 
Week of Lent 1: Thy Holy Wings Page 11
Week of Lent 2: If You but Trust in God to Guide You Page 12
Week of Lent 3: Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word Page 13
Week of Lent 4: Take My Life that I May Be Page 14
Week of Lent 5: Now Thank We All Our God Page 15

After the song, the prayer continues with a scriptural dialogue. When it is sung, the following or a 
similar tone may be used, the assembly echoing the leader.
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GOSPEL CANTICLE 
The assembly sing the gospel canticle for evening, the song of Mary, using the hymn My Soul 
Proclaims Your Greatness.

Words: With One Voice Text: © 1995, Augsburg Fortress Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-716392.
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PRAYERS 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us | pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the 
unity of all, let us | pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us | pray to the 
Lord.
Lord, have mercy. 

For the health of the creation, for abundant harvests that all may share, and for peaceful 
times, let us | pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. 

For public servants, the government, and those who protect us; for those who work to 
bring peace, justice, healing, and protection in this and every place, let us | pray to the 
Lord.
Lord, have mercy. 

For  those  who travel,  for  those  who are  sick  and suffering,  and  for  those  who are  in 
captivity, let us | pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

For deliverance in the time of affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us | pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. 
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For name/s and all servants of the church, for this assembly, and for all people who await 
from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us | pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
A time of silence follows.

Giving thanks for all who have gone before us and are at rest, rejoicing in the communion 
of name/s and all the saints, we commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to you,

Silence for prayer follows. The litany with the following prayer chanted by the pastor..
We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear Son, that you have 
graciously protected us today. We ask you to forgive us all our sins, where we have done 
wrong, and graciously to protect us tonight. Into your hands we commend ourselves: our 
bodies, our souls, and all that is ours. Let your holy angels be with us, so that the wicked 
foe may have no power over us.
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

BENEDICAMUS 

 

BENEDICTION 

May the spirit of our Lord be with us this night, 
And with our absent brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Liturgy reprinted From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004159
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