WEDNESDAYS
IN LENT

COLLECTING \A/ITH
MATTHEW

6 P.M. | Dinner
6:30 P.M. | Children's Program
7 P.M. | Evening Prayer



OPENING DIALOG
Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn,
for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the meek,
for they will inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be filled.
Blessed are the merciful,
for they will receive mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they will see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children of God.
Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of
righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely[bl on my account.
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven,
for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who
were before you. (Matthew 5:3-12)
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GATHERING SONG  Chief of Sinners Though I Be  ELW 609
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I Chief of sin - ners though I be, Je - sus shed his blood for me,

2 Oh, the height of Je - sus’ love! High-er than the heav’'ns a - bove,
30n -1y Je-sus can im-part balm to heal the wound-ed heart,
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Chief of sin - ners though I be, Christ is all in all to  me;
@) my Sav -ior, help af-ford by your Spir-it and your word!
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died that I might live on high, lives that I might nev - er die.
deep - er than the depths of sea, last-ing as e - ter - ni- ty.
peace that flows from sin for - giv'n, joy that lifts the soul to heav’n,
all my wants to him are known, all my sor-rows are his own.
When my way - ward heart would stray, keep me in the nar - row way;
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As  the branch is to the vine, I am his, and he 1S mine.
Love that found me—won-drous thought—found me when I sought him not.
faith and hope to walk with God in the way that E - noch trod.
He sus-tains the hid - den life safe with him from earth - ly strife.
grace in time of need sup - ply while 1 live and when 1 die.
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Text: William McComb, 1793-1870
Music: GETHSEMANE, Richard Redhead, 1820-1901
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READINGS
Week of Lent 1: Matthew 9:9-17 - Who is Matthew?
Week of Lent 2: Matthew 5:1-12 - The Sermon on the Mount
Week of Lent 3: Matthew 8:18-27; 15:21-28 - Discipleship
Week of Lent 4: Matthew 19:27-20:16 - Rewards and Grace
Week of Lent 5: Matthew 28:11-20 - Redemption and Presence
After the reading, the leader and congregation will respond by saying:
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
HOMILY
After the homily, the leader and congregation will respond by saying:
Then the disciples came and asked him,
“Why do you speak to them in parables?”
He answered, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the
kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given. 12 For to
those who have, more will be given, and they will have an
abundance, but from those who have nothing, even what they
have will be taken away. 13 The reason I speak to them in
parables is that ‘seeing they do not perceive, and hearing they do
not listen, nor do they understand.’
“But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for
they hear. Truly I tell you, many prophets and righteous
people longed to see what you see but did not see it and to
hear what you hear but did not hear it.
(Matthew 13:10, 13, 16-17)

Page 4



SONG

Week of Lent x: By Al Your Saints ELW 421
Week of Lent 2: How Clear is Our Vocation, Lord ELW 580
Week of Lent 3: Tike My Life, That I May Be ELW 685
Week of Lent 4: fesus, Keep My Near the Cross ELW 335

Week of Lent 5: God, When Human Bonds are Broken ELW 603
PRAYERS

Loving the Lord with all our heart, soul and mind and loving our

neighbor and as ourselves, let us pray for the church, those in

need, and all of God’s creation. (Matthew 22:37-40).

A brief silence.

Faithful God, shower the world with your lovingkindness,

that all may know your peace.

Open our eyes to the needs of our neighbors,

that all may know your love.

Comfort the sick and dying,

that all may know your mercy.

Guide our leaders in the way of truth,

that all may know your justice.

Focus our hearts on the way of the cross,

that all may have faith in you.

Let us pray in the words of Martin Luther:

Behold, Lord, an empty vessel that needs to be filled. My

Lord, fill it. I am weak in the faith; strengthen me. I am

cold in love; warm me and make me fervent, that my love

may go out to my neighbor. I do not have a strong and firm

faith; at times I doubt and am unable to trust you
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altogether. O Lord, help me. Strengthen my faith and trust
in you. In you I have sealed the treasure
of all T have. I am poor; you are rich and came to be
merciful to the poor. I am a sinner; you are upright. With
me, there is an abundance of sin; in you is the
fullness of righteousness. Therefore I will remain with
you, of whom I can receive, but to whom I may not give.
Amen. (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 87)
LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.
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BENEDICTION
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey everything that I
have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to
the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)
Let it be so. Amen.

SENDING SONG We Walk by Faith ELW 635
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1 We walk by faith and not by sight; with
2 We may not touch your hands and side, nor
3 Help then, O Lord, our un - be - lef; and
4 For you, O res - ur - rec - ted Lord, are
5 And when our life of faith is done, in
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gra - cious words draw near, O Christ, who spoke as
fol - low where you trod; but in  your prom - ise
may our faith a - bound to call on you  when
found in means di - vine: be - neath the wa - fter
realms of clear - er light may we be - hold you
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none e’er spoke: “My peace be with you here.”
we re - joice, and cry, “My Lord and God!”
you are near and seek where you are found:
and the word, be - neath the bread and wine.
as you are, with full and end - less sight.

Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt.

Music: SHANTI, Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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DEPARTING WORDS
May the spirit of our Lord be with us this night,
And with our absent brothers and sisters in Christ.

Liturgy reprinted From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SASo04159. Hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716392-A. All rights reserved. New
Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Week of Lent 1: Matthew 9:9-17 - Who is Matthew?

As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at
the tax booth; and he said to him, ‘Follow me.” And he got up and
tfollowed him.

And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax-collectors and
sinners came and were sitting with him and his disciples. When
the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “‘Why does your
teacher eat with tax-collectors and sinners?” But when he heard
this, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but
those who are sick. Go and learn what this means, “I desire mercy,
not sacrifice.” For I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.’

Then the disciples of John came to him, saying, “Why do we and the
Pharisees fast often, but your disciples do not fast” And Jesus
said to them, “The wedding-guests cannot mourn as long as the
bridegroom is with them, can they? The days will come when the
bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast. No
one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old cloak, for the patch
pulls away from the cloak, and a worse tear is made. Neither is new
wine put into old wineskins; otherwise, the skins burst, and the
wine is spilled, and the skins are destroyed; but new wine is put into
fresh wineskins, and so both are preserved.’

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Week of Lent x: By Al Your Saints ELW 421
Matthew, Apostle, Evangelist
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1 By all your saintsstill striv - ing, for all your saints at rest,

2 For Mat-thew, Lord, whose gos - pel your hu - man life de-clared,

3 Give praise to God Al - might - y, and wor - ship God the Son,
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your ho - ly name, O Je - sus, for - ev-er - more be blessed!
who,world -ly gain for - sak - ing, your path of suff’-ring shared.
and sing to God the Spir it, e - ter-nal Three in One,
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For you a - rose Vvic-to - rious that they might wear the crown
From wealth that dulls and chains us, oh, raise our eyes a - new,
till all the ran-somed num - ber fall down be - fore the throne,
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and share the light of glo - ry re - flect - ed from your throne.

and fol - low you.
to God a - lone.

that we, what-e’er our call - ing,
and hon - or, pow’r,and glo - ry

may rise
as - cribe

Text: Horatio Bolton Nelson, 1823-1913, alt.
Music: KUORTANE, Finnish folk tune
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Week of Lent 2: Matthew §:1-12 - The Sermon on the Mount
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he
sat down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and
taught them, saying:

‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they
will be filled.

‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of
God.

‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter
all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be
glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Week of Lent 2: How Clear is Our Vocation, Lord

ELW 580
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1 How clear is our vo - ca - tion, Lord, when once we heed your call
2 But if, for-get- ful, we should find your yoke is hard to bear;
3 We mar - vel how your saints be - come in  hin-dranc-es more sure;
4 In what you give us, Lord, to do, to-geth-er or a - lone,
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to live ac-cord-ing to your word and dai - ly learn, re-freshed,re - stored,
if  world-ly pres-sures fray the mind and love it - self can-not un - wind
whose joy -ful vir-tues put to shame the ca-sual way we wear your name,
in old rou-tines or ven-tures new, may we notcease to look to you,
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that you are Lord of all and will not let us fall.
its tan - gled skein of care: our in- ward life re - pair.
and by our faults ob - scure your pow’r to cleanse and cure.
the  cross you hung up - on, all you en -deav - ored done.

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Music: REPTON, C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848-1918
Text © 1982 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Week of Lent 3: Matthew 8:18-27; 15:21-28 - Discipleship

Now when Jesus saw great crowds around him, he gave orders to go over to
the other side. A scribe then approached and said, “Teacher, I will follow you
wherever you go.” And Jesus said to him, ‘Foxes have holes, and birds of the
air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” Another of
his disciples said to him, ‘Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” But Jesus
said to him, ‘Follow me, and let the dead bury their own dead.’

And when he got into the boat, his disciples followed him. A gale arose on
the lake, so great that the boat was being swamped by the waves; but he was
asleep. And they went and woke him up, saying, ‘Lord, save us! We are
perishing” And he said to them, “Why are you afraid, you of little faith?’
Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the sea; and there was a dead
calm. They were amazed, saying, “What sort of man is this, that even the
winds and the sea obey him?’

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just
then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting,
‘Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a
demon.” But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged
him, saying, ‘Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” He answered, ‘I
was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But she came and
knelt before him, saying, ‘Lord, help me.” He answered, ‘It is not fair to take
the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” She said, ‘Yes, Lord, yet even
the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus
answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.’
And her daughter was healed instantly.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Week of Lent 3: Take My Life, That I May Be ELW 685
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1 Take my life, that 1 may be con - se - crat - ed, Lord, to thee;
2 Take my hands and let them move at the im-pulse of thy love;
3 Take my voice and let me sing al -ways, on - ly, for my King;
4 Take my sil - ver and my gold, not a mite would I with-hold;
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take my mo-ments and my days; let them flow in cease-less praise.
take my feet and let them be swift and beau - ti - ful for thee.
take my lips and let them be filled with mes - sag - es from thee.
take my 1in - tel - lect, and use ev - 'ty pow’r as thou shalt choose.
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5 Take my will and make it thine;

it shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart, it is thine own;
it shall be thy royal throne.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt.
Music: PATMOS, William H. Havergal, 1793-1870
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6 Take my love; my Lord, I pour
at thy feet its treasure store;
take myself, and I will be
ever, only, all for thee.
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Week of Lent 4: Matthew 19:27-20:16 - Rewards and Grace

Then Peter said in reply, ‘Look, we have left everything and
tfollowed you. What then will we have?” Jesus said to them, “Truly I
tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man is seated
on the throne of his glory, you who have followed me will also sit on
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone
who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or
children or fields, for my name’s sake, will receive a

hundredfold, and will inherit eternal life. But many who are first
will be last, and the last will be first.

‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early
in the morning to hire labourers for his vineyard. After agreeing
with the labourers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his
vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others
standing idle in the market-place; and he said to them, “You also
go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they
went. When he went out again about noon and about three
o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and
found others standing around; and he said to them, “Why are you
standing here idle all day?” They said to him, “Because no one has
hired us.” He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” When
evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, “Call
the labourers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and
then going to the first.” When those hired about five o’clock came,
each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first
came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also

received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they
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grumbled against the landowner, saying, “These last worked only
one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the
burden of the day and the scorching heat.” But he replied to one of
them, “Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me
for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I

choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not
allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you
envious because I am generous?” So the last will be first, and the
first will be last.’

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Week of Lent 4: Fesus, Keep My Near the Cross
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1 Je - sus, keep me near the cross, there’s a pre -cious foun - tain;

2 Near the cross, a trem - bling soul, love and mer - cy found me;

3 Near the cross! O Lamb of God, bring its scenes be - fore me;

4 Near the cross I'll watch and wait, hop - ing, trust - ing ev - er,

- £ o - :
oy = s F
AN r | A LA T
|4 Y I I
0] .
p"Amm— Y N " n

N

G5

Fi

7 i\

—=

free to all, a  heal - ing stream flows from Cal - v’ry’s moun - tain.

there the bright and morn -ing star sheds its beams a - round me.

help me walk from day to day with its shad - ow o’er me.

tll I reach the gold - en strand just be-yond the riv - er
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In  the cross, in the cross be my glo - ry ev - er;
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till  my ran-somed soul shall find rest be-yond the v - er.
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Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: NEAR THE CROSS, William H. Doane, 1832-1915
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Week of Lent 5: Matthew 28:11-20 - Redemption and Presence

While they were going, some of the guard went into the city and
told the chief priests everything that had happened. After the
priests had assembled with the elders, they devised a plan to give a
large sum of money to the soldiers, telling them, “You must say;
“His disciples came by night and stole him away while we were
asleep.” If this comes to the governor’s ears, we will satisfy him and
keep you out of trouble.” So they took the money and did as they
were directed. And this story is still told among the Jews to this day.

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which
Jesus had directed them. When they saw him, they worshipped
him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And
remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Week of Lent 5: God, When Human Bonds are Broken
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1 God, when hu-man bonds are bro-ken and we lack the
2 Through that still-ness, with your Spir-it  come in - to our
3 You in us are bruised and bro-ken: hear us as we
4 Send us, God of new be - gin-nings, hum-bly hope-ful
5 Give us faith to  be more faith-ful, give us hope to
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love or skill
world of stress,
seek re - lease
in - to life.
be more true,
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to  re - store the hope of heal -ing, give us grace and
for the sake of Christfor-giv-ing all the fail-ures
from the pain of ear - lier liv - ing; set us free and
Use us as a means of bless-ing: make us stron-ger,
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make us  still.
we con - fess.
grant us peace.
give us faith.
and re - new!
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give us love to on learn-ing: God, en-cour-age
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Text: Fred Kaan, b. 1929
Music: MERTON, William H. Monk, 1823-1889
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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