
 



OPENING DIALOG
Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are those who mourn, 
for they will be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek, 
for they will inherit the earth. 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
for they will be filled. 
Blessed are the merciful, 
for they will receive mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart, 
for they will see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they will be called children of God. 
Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of 
righteousness, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and 
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely[b] on my account. 
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven,  
for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who 
were before you. (Matthew 5:3-12) 
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GATHERING SONG 	 Chief of Sinners Though I Be	 ELW 609
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READINGS
Week of Lent 1: Matthew 9:9-17  - Who is Matthew?
Week of Lent 2: Matthew 5:1-12 - The Sermon on the Mount
Week of Lent 3: Matthew 8:18-27; 15:21-28 - Discipleship
Week of Lent 4: Matthew 19:27-20:16 - Rewards and Grace
Week of Lent 5: Matthew 28:11-20 - Redemption and Presence 

After the reading, the leader and congregation will respond by saying:
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

HOMILY
After the homily, the leader and congregation will respond by saying:

Then the disciples came and asked him, 
“Why do you speak to them in parables?” 
He answered, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the 
kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given. 12 For to 
those who have, more will be given, and they will have an 
abundance, but from those who have nothing, even what they 
have will be taken away. 13 The reason I speak to them in 
parables is that ‘seeing they do not perceive, and hearing they do 
not listen, nor do they understand.’
“But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for 
they hear.  Truly I tell you, many prophets and righteous 
people longed to see what  you see but did not see it and to 
hear what you hear but did not hear it.  
 (Matthew 13:10, 13, 16-17) 
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SONG
Week of Lent 1: By All Your Saints  ELW 421
Week of Lent 2: How Clear is Our Vocation, Lord ELW 580
Week of Lent 3: Take My Life, That I May Be ELW 685
Week of Lent 4: Jesus, Keep My Near the Cross ELW 335
Week of Lent 5: God, When Human Bonds are Broken ELW 603

PRAYERS
Loving the Lord with all our heart, soul and mind and loving our 
neighbor and as ourselves, let us pray for the church, those in 
need, and all of God’s creation. (Matthew 22:37-40).   
A brief silence.
Faithful God, shower the world with your lovingkindness,
that all may know your peace.
Open our eyes to the needs of our neighbors,
that all may know your love.
Comfort the sick and dying,
that all may know your mercy.
Guide our leaders in the way of truth,
that all may know your justice.
Focus our hearts on the way of the cross,
that all may have faith in you. 
Let us pray in the words of Martin Luther:
Behold, Lord, an empty vessel that needs to be filled. My 
Lord, fill it. I am weak in the faith; strengthen me. I am 
cold in love; warm me and make me fervent, that my love 
may go out to my neighbor. I do not have a strong and firm 
faith; at times I doubt and am unable to trust you 
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altogether. O Lord, help me. Strengthen my faith and trust 
in you. In you I have sealed the treasure
of all I have. I am poor; you are rich and came to be 
merciful to the poor. I am a sinner; you are upright. With 
me, there is an abundance of sin; in you is the
fullness of righteousness. Therefore I will remain with 
you, of whom I can receive, but to whom I may not give. 
Amen. (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 87) 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
	 hallowed be thy name, 
	 thy kingdom come, 
	 thy will be done, 
	 	 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
	 as we forgive those 
	 	 who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
	 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
	 and the power, and the glory, 
	 forever and ever. Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey everything that I 
have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to 
the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)
Let it be so. Amen. 

SENDING SONG	 We Walk by Faith	 ELW 635
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DEPARTING WORDS 
May the spirit of our Lord be with us this night, 
And with our absent brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Liturgy reprinted From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004159. Hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-716392-A. All rights reserved. New
Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Week of Lent 1: Matthew 9:9-17  - Who is Matthew?
As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at 
the tax booth; and he said to him, ‘Follow me.’ And he got up and 
followed him.

And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax-collectors and 
sinners came and were sitting with him and his disciples. When 
the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, ‘Why does your 
teacher eat with tax-collectors and sinners?’ But when he heard 
this, he said, ‘Those who are well have no need of a physician, but 
those who are sick. Go and learn what this means, “I desire mercy, 
not sacrifice.” For I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.’

Then the disciples of John came to him, saying, ‘Why do we and the 
Pharisees fast often, but your disciples do not fast?’ And Jesus 
said to them, ‘The wedding-guests cannot mourn as long as the 
bridegroom is with them, can they? The days will come when the 
bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast. No 
one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old cloak, for the patch 
pulls away from the cloak, and a worse tear is made. Neither is new 
wine put into old wineskins; otherwise, the skins burst, and the 
wine is spilled, and the skins are destroyed; but new wine is put into 
fresh wineskins, and so both are preserved.’

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 
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Week of Lent 1: By All Your Saints  ELW 421
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Week of Lent 2: Matthew 5:1-12 - The Sermon on the Mount
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he 
sat down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and 
taught them, saying:
‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they 
will be filled.
‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of 
God.
‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter 
all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be 
glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 
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Week of Lent 2: How Clear is Our Vocation, Lord ELW 580
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Week of Lent 3: Matthew 8:18-27; 15:21-28 - Discipleship
Now when Jesus saw great crowds around him, he gave orders to go over to 
the other side. A scribe then approached and said, ‘Teacher, I will follow you 
wherever you go.’ And Jesus said to him, ‘Foxes have holes, and birds of the 
air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.’ Another of 
his disciples said to him, ‘Lord, first let me go and bury my father.’ But Jesus 
said to him, ‘Follow me, and let the dead bury their own dead.’

And when he got into the boat, his disciples followed him. A gale arose on 
the lake, so great that the boat was being swamped by the waves; but he was 
asleep. And they went and woke him up, saying, ‘Lord, save us! We are 
perishing!’ And he said to them, ‘Why are you afraid, you of little faith?’ 
Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the sea; and there was a dead 
calm. They were amazed, saying, ‘What sort of man is this, that even the 
winds and the sea obey him?’

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just 
then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, 
‘Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a 
demon.’ But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged 
him, saying, ‘Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.’ He answered, ‘I 
was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.’ But she came and 
knelt before him, saying, ‘Lord, help me.’ He answered, ‘It is not fair to take 
the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.’ She said, ‘Yes, Lord, yet even 
the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.’ Then Jesus 
answered her, ‘Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.’ 
And her daughter was healed instantly.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 
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Week of Lent 3: Take My Life, That I May Be ELW 685
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Week of Lent 4: Matthew 19:27-20:16 - Rewards and Grace
Then Peter said in reply, ‘Look, we have left everything and 
followed you. What then will we have?’ Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I 
tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man is seated 
on the throne of his glory, you who have followed me will also sit on 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone 
who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or 
children or fields, for my name’s sake, will receive a 
hundredfold, and will inherit eternal life. But many who are first 
will be last, and the last will be first.

‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early 
in the morning to hire labourers for his vineyard. After agreeing 
with the labourers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his 
vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others 
standing idle in the market-place; and he said to them, “You also 
go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they 
went. When he went out again about noon and about three 
o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and 
found others standing around; and he said to them, “Why are you 
standing here idle all day?” They said to him, “Because no one has 
hired us.” He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” When 
evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, “Call 
the labourers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and 
then going to the first.” When those hired about five o’clock came, 
each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first 
came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also 
received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they 
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grumbled against the landowner, saying, “These last worked only 
one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the 
burden of the day and the scorching heat.” But he replied to one of 
them, “Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me 
for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I 
choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not 
allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you 
envious because I am generous?” So the last will be first, and the 
first will be last.’

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 
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Week of Lent 4: Jesus, Keep My Near the Cross ELW 335
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Week of Lent 5: Matthew 28:11-20 - Redemption and Presence

While they were going, some of the guard went into the city and 
told the chief priests everything that had happened. After the 
priests had assembled with the elders, they devised a plan to give a 
large sum of money to the soldiers, telling them, ‘You must say, 
“His disciples came by night and stole him away while we were 
asleep.” If this comes to the governor’s ears, we will satisfy him and 
keep you out of trouble.’ So they took the money and did as they 
were directed. And this story is still told among the Jews to this day.

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which 
Jesus had directed them. When they saw him, they worshipped 
him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And 
remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 
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Week of Lent 5: God, When Human Bonds are Broken ELW 603
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