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HYMN OF LIGHT
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We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you ca ed light into being, and you set lights in the sky to
govern night and day. In a pi ar of cloud by day and a pi ar of re by night you led your people into
eedom. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Christ; may your Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to
our path; for you are merciful, and you love your whole creation, and with a your creatures we give you
glory, through your Son Jesus Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever
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THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT
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READINGS
Week 1 in Lent: Psalm 149 & Joel 2: 15-17 - Gathering
Week 2 in Lent: Psalm 119: 41-48 & Isaiah 55:6-13 - Word
Week 3 in Lent: Psalm 145: 13-21 & Isaiah 6:1-7 - Meal
Week 4 in Lent: Psalm 8 & Matthew 28: 16-20 - Sending
Week 5 in Lent: Psalm 118: 1-2, 14-24 & Romans 6: 3-11 - The Highest, Most Holy
A er the reading, the leader and congregation wi respond by saying
The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
HOMILY
HYMN
Week 1 in Lent: Gather Us I
Week 2 in Lent: Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Wor
Week 3 in Lent: All Who Hunger, Gather Gladl
Week 4 in Lent: Go My Childre
Week 5 in Lent: Of the Glorious Body Tellin
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A er the song, the prayer continues with a scriptural dialogue. When it is sung, the fo owing or a similar
tone may be used, the assembly echoing the leader.
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GOSPEL CANTICLE
The assembly sings the gospel canticle appointed for vespers, the Magni cat, using the hymn “My Soul
Proclaims Your Greatness.
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PRAYERS

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us | pray to the Lord
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity
of all, let us | pray to the Lord
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who o er here their worship and praise, let us | pray to the
Lord
Lord, have mercy.
For the health of the creation, for abundant harvests that all may share, and for peaceful
times, let us | pray to the Lord
Lord, have mercy.
For public servants, the government, and those who protect us
for those who work to bring peace, justice, healing, and protectio
in this and every place, let us | pray to the Lord
Lord, have mercy.
For those who travel, for those who are sick and su ering
and for those who are in captivity, let us | pray to the Lord
Lord, have mercy.
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For deliverance in the time of a iction, wrath, danger, and need
let us | pray to the Lord
Lord, have mercy.
For name/s and all servants of the church, for this assembly
and for all people who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us | pray to the
Lord
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord
A time of silence fo ows.
Giving thanks for all who have gone before us and are at rest, rejoicing in the communion of
name/s and all the saints, we commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to you

Silence for prayer fo ows. A prayer appropriate to the theme may be said fo owed by the fo owing:
We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear Son, that you have
graciously protected us today. We ask you to forgive us all our sins, where we have done
wrong, and graciously to protect us tonight. For into your hands we commend ourselves: our
bodies, our souls, and all that is ours. Let your holy angels be with us, so that the wicked foe
may have no power over us
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LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
BLESSING

The leader continues:

May the spirit of our Lord be with us this night
And with our absent brothers and sisters in Christ.

Liturgy and Hymns reprinted From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004159
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Of the Glorious Body Tellin
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Week 1- Gathering – “The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of
God.” We have come broken and hurt longing to hear words of forgiveness and grace
in the presence of others. We thank God and sing praise for God’s goodness, asking to
be renewed and reminded of God’s ca on our lives.
Week 2- Word – “God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and
song.” We encounter a living word that is sent om God to God’s people throughout
many generations. We listen as the word comes om the mouths of lectors, preachers,
and choir members, inspiring us to love as God has loved us in our daily lives.
Week 3- Meal – “God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.” We are a
people who need to constantly be reminded by physical means of God’s love and
forgiveness. We hunger for that love and forgiveness and Jesus o ers his very body
and blood to nourish us be y and heart.
Week 4- Sending – “God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.”
We are ed to over owing body, heart, and mind with God’s a rmations of love
and forgiveness. It is a love that cannot be contained and must be shared. God sends
us out to live and share this good news that has changed our lives with others.
Week 5- The Highest, Most Holy – Jesus’s life, death, and resurrection save
us and bring us to everlasting life. We are a people who learn best by example
and experience. God sent Jesus to live and move and have our being that God might
understand those things that are good and beautiful and those things that are hard
and di cult. He takes on the very sin that keeps us om being who God created us to
be annihilating it in his death and coming back to life that sin may not have its hold
on us forever.
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Gather Us In - Midweek Lent Series

For emergency pastoral care or to
schedule an appointment, please call the church o ce
for addi onal informa on.
A Beacon in the Middletown Valley
Zion LUTHERAN CHURC

Pastor Diane Day
ext. 202, pastordiane@zionmiddletown.org
Pastor Ma Day
ext. 209, pastorma @zionmiddletown.org
Wendi Kishimoto - Church Administrator/
Director of Youth & Family Ministry
ext. 203, wendik@zionmiddletown.org
Melissa Cregger - Administra ve Assistant
ext. 201, melissac@zionmiddletown.org
Deb Reichelt - Treasurer
treasurer@zionmiddletown.org
Kaye Derr - Financial Secretary
nancialsecretary@zionmiddletown.org
Ma Puziss - Director Worship Team
ma puziss@gmail.com
Bobby Staples - Director of Music Ministry/Organist
rstaples93@gmail.com
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Zion Lutheran Church
107 West Main Street
Middletown, MD 21769
301-371-6500
Website: www.zionmiddletown.org

