
*LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH: ADVENT 1 
My brothers and sisters, today we begin the season of Advent, We open our hearts 
to God's love as we prepare to welcome Christ into our lives and homes. The can-
dles of this wreath remind us that Jesus Christ came to conquer the darkness of sin 
and to lead us into the light of his glorious kingdom. 

A reading from Isaiah:  The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. 

Let us pray.  Lord God, your Church joyfully awaits the coming of its Savior, who 
enlightens our hearts and dispels the darkness of ignorance and sin. Pour forth your 
blessings upon us as we light the candles of this wreath; may their light reflect the 
splendor of Christ, who is Lord, forever and ever.  
Amen 
 
The Spirit and the church cry out: 
Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
All those who await his appearance pray: 
Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
The whole creation pleads: 
Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Praise to you, O God, our salvation who is near. You hold us in our waiting and 
keep us awake to the world. You show up in our lives at unexpected times. Bless us 
as we light this candle to keep vigil for your arrival. We trust that even though we 
do not know the day or the hour, you hurry to gather all people to your peace 
Amen 
 

We will now sing verse 1 of Light One Candle, hymn 240, as we light one candle on 
our Advent wreath.   
   
 Light one candle to watch for Messiah: 

 let the light banish darkness. 

 He shall bring salvation to Israel, 

 God fulfills the promise. 

 

  



*LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH: ADVENT 2 
A reading from the prophet Jeremiah:   The days are surely coming, says the Lord, 
when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 
In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for Da-
vid; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah 
will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will 
be called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’   
 
The Spirit and the church cry out: 
Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
All those who await his appearance pray: 
Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
The whole creation pleads: 
Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Praise to you, O God, who gives us courage to start again. You fasten righteousness 
around your waist and baptize with the Holy Spirit’s fire. Bless us as we mirror your 
mighty fire in these simple flames, and teach us to mirror your justice in the paths 
we prepare. We ask that peace abound, until none hurt or destroy over all the 
earth. 
Amen 
 

We will now sing verse 2 of Light One Candle, hymn 240, as we light two candles 
on our Advent wreath.   
 
 Light two candles to watch for Messiah: 
 let the light banish darkness. 
 He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, 
 gently lead them homeward. 
 

  



*LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH: ADVENT 3  
A reading from St. John. This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim 
to you, that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we 
have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do 
what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellow-
ship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin 
 
The Spirit and the church cry out: 
Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
All those who await his appearance pray: 
Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
The whole creation pleads: 
Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Praise to you, O God, who holds our joy and sorrow. You bring water to parched 
ground and life out of death. Bless us as this light grows, and send sorrow and sigh-
ing to flee away. Give us strength and patience, trusting that you are true to your 
promises. Transform the lives of all who suffer with your wonders near at hand. 
Amen 

 
We will now sing verse 3 of Light One Candle, hymn 240, as we light 3 candles on 
our Advent wreath.  
 
 Light three candles to watch for Messiah: 

 let the light banish darkness. 

 Lift your heads and lift high the gateway 

 for the King of glory. 

  
 

  



*LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH: ADVENT 4 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah.  For all the boots of the tramping warriors and 
all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has 
been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is 
named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
 
The Spirit and the church cry out: 
Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
All those who await his appearance pray: 
Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
The whole creation pleads: 
Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Praise to you, O God, who lives with us, sharing our flesh and bones. As Mary 
waited and Joseph dreamed, so we wait and dream for you. Bless us and let your 
face shine upon us, more radiant than these candles, and more dear than all else we 
seek. Restore us when we fail to refuse the evil and choose the good, and banish all 
our fears. We pray in the name of Emmanuel, your promised child and our Savior. 
Amen 

 

We will now sing verse 4 of Light One Candle, hymn 240, as we light all four 
candles on our Advent wreath.   
 
 Light four candles to watch for Messiah: 
 let the light banish darkness. 
 He is coming, tell the glad tidings. 
 Let your lights be shining! 


