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HosPet Team Retire After
Years of Sharing Love

When we think of someone retiring after a successful career,

we don’t usually picture a dog — and yet Hospice's most
celebrated recent retiree is therapy goldendoodle Steeler,
along with his dedicated handler Linda Kinna-Engel. A former
Hospice Bereavement Coordinator herself, Linda took on the
task of handling Steeler after her own career retirement in 2015,
and the pair have been a constant fixture with Hospice patients
since then — now, with Steeler being over 10 years old, taking a
well-deserved rest.

Linda says that she and Steeler first met after he was purchased
as a puppy by Stauffer Funeral Home, specifically to provide
comfort to Hospice patients.

"He would visit the Hospice offices a few days a week,” she says.
"He began to follow me around and sleep under my desk. He
essentially picked me as his person.”

After Linda retired, given their connection, Hospice asked if she
would begin working with him.

"] went through a three-month-long handler trial, and had to go
through all the training they had already given him. He began
working at only eight months old,” she says.

From there, the two began visiting facilities and sometimes

private homes for three days a week. It quickly became clear

that Steeler was gifted in his role: “He always seemed to know

just who to visit,” Linda says. Steeler would often gravitate into

the rooms of patients who had had to give up pets after moving
into a facility.

Other employees and
visitors often remarked at
how quiet Steeler would
be during visits — he was
trained never to bark —
and he was gentle and
sensitive with everyone
he met. Sometimes

Steeler pays a visit to a Hospice patient
during music therapy.

(Top) An early photo of Linda and Steeler as

a team. (Bottom) Linda with Steeler and his
other foster parent, Julie Condrasky of Stauffer
Funeral Homes.

he would stretch out a paw to touch
someone’s hand, Linda recalls, and even
when they visited funerals, he would
walk up to quietly sit with and offer
comfort to people who were emotional.

“I couldn’t tell you how many
lives he touched,” Linda says.

Now the pair are going to mostly enjoy
their time together, she says - she is his
primary caregiver, sharing him with his
Stauffer foster parent Julie Condrasky.
Because he so enjoys seeing people,
though, Linda says he'll continue to visit
her grief share group at church.

"He just loves to provide a quiet
presence,” she says. “He's actually
taught me a lot.”
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Join us as we celebrate and give thanks to God for
working in the lives of our confirmands.
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5 2., Carnations for
/s ~Mother's Day

«L-v ,_.lom US IN CELEBRATING
“Z%_ . MOTHERS AND ALL WOMEN
"WHO PROIVDE MOTHERLY
LOVE AND CARE ON
MOTHER'S DAY WEEKEND.
WE WILL BE GIVING
CARNATIONS OUT TO ALL
WOMEN THIS WEEKEND AT
WORSHIP.



http://www.zionmiddletown.org
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AND BIBLICAL FEMININITY

ROBIN SAMPSON

HIGH SCHOOL CLASSES

1901 Jefferson Pike, Knoxville, MD ST \ : ] \ | NG
Every Tuesday Night in June @ 6:30 - 7:15 pm 'r |

.\ | |J | | ADULT FORUM
MEETS IN THE CHAPEL
Here are women we are covering: AT 10:00 A.M.
Sarah, Hagar, Rehab, Bathsheba, Hannah, &
. MUTUAL CARE AND SUPPORT
Mary Magdalene, Deborah, Ruth, Naomi, HEETS (N THE LIBRARY
Tamar and of course Eve! AT 10:00 A.N.

For more information, contact Donna Huffer
at donnajhuffer@comcast.net
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THE HOLY LAND CHRISTIANS
ARE GOING TO BE OUR GUESTS
HEAR THEIR STORY AND SEE THEIR
BEAUTIFUL OLIVEWOOD CRAFTS

On August 22 & 23, 2026 and during all services, we will be
hearing about the Christians of the Holy Land, and after each
service we will be hosting at the church a nice display of
handmade olive wood religious articles from Bethlehem available
for donations. These carvings include olivewood Nativity sets,
crosses, Christmas ornaments, candle holders, angels and many
other religious crafts that could make a nice wedding, baptism,
confirmation, Easter and Christmas gifts. The carvings are
handmade by Christian families from Bethlehem who rely on it for
their daily bread.

Please help support our Christian brothers and sisters in the
town of Bethlehem where Christ was born by making donations
for their carvings.

_,Theolc’gy and‘]jBible

A Christians family from Bethlehem will be telling us the story of
the Christians of the Holy Land and they will be presenting these
carvings after the services. It is never too late to help. All
donations go to support Christian families from Bethlehem .
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YOUTH AND FAMIIY MINKTY YO UTH GROUP

Blessing of the June 28 at 4 pm: Pool Party at Pastor Matt
Backpacks and Diane’s House
At all Worship Services on the weekend of
August 15th and 16th

July Gathering: Volunteer at VBS - July 5-9

Bring your (Get your service hours in!)
backpack,
workbag, toolbox,
/ etc. and we will August 28: Back-to-School Pizza and Bingo
Y blessit! If you will .
‘ be awa) that An Intergenerational Event Open to

1 weekend, don't everyone in the congregation.
worry because . .
WLk ave Bxtra See Page 22 for more information

- stickers and
.~ prayers for you to

pick up the next YOUTH GROUP IS OPEN TO ALL
time you are in

) MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL AGE KIDS!
RISING 6™ GRADERS ARE WELCOME
TO PARTICIPATE THIS SUMMER!
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5:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Dinner Included + OFLoa2y .A0fS
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Register at ./ -:i%

ZionMiddletown.org/VBS i:s!
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Highlights from the past
few months

* Between Palm Sunday and Easter, we
welcomed over 700 people who
came to worship at Zion.

e In March, we had a surplus of $4,473,
lowering our YTD deficit to $24,024.

e During the Wednesdays In Lent, our
average attendance was 67 people

Finance Snapshot

YTD Income: $133,963
YTD Expenses: $157,987

each week which is an increase of 25 What is the average weekly
people each week or 37%. offering?

e Currently the Council Is working on $10,304.84
indentifying our congregation’s core How much do we need each week to
values. They have narrowed the list meet our Budget?
down to 5 values. $12,900.65

e Allthe plans for the Food Bank’s new
building have been approved and
hopefully they can break ground in
the next few months.

Being the beacon in the valley beyond worship...
Our building is not only used on Sunday mornings but is a

. . ) You can make a
meeting place for many community groups. Your generosity difference today!

allows groups to meet and take action. Here are a few:

Scan the QR code

* Zion Quilters & Knitters « GriefShare Support Group to see how you
e JOY Luncheon e Lifeline Screening can reimagine
 DayOff Program e Lion’s Club your generosity!
e Youth Group & * One God, One Voice

Confirmation Class e CODA Meetings
« Middletown Historic e AA Meetings
Society e Girl Scouts
4 H Meetings  NA Meetings




Give today either by check or online. Make
sure you write in the memo line where you
wish to be generous. And thank you!

WE GOT A

DAY OFF!

3-4 times a year, we invite children from our
congregation and community to join us on their day off
from school. We spend the day playing games, exploring,
and having fun. These events are offered free but do
come at a cost. Are you interested in sponsoring a child
in the Day Off Program? It only costs $50 to sponsor one
child. Perhaps your kids have all grown up. Give a gift
today and make sure the next generation has the same
amazing opportunities your children did. Got a parent
who is hard to shop for at Mother’s Day, Father’s Day or a
birthday? Sponsor a child in their honor.

Camp Scholarships

Mar-Lu-Ridge is an amazing place where relationships are
formed each and every summer between other campers
and with our Lord. At Zion, we offer a $200 scholarship
to anyone connected with Zion to go to camp. Last year,

we sponsored 12 kids. This year, we hope to sponsor
more kids from Zion. You have an amazing opportunity
to make Summer Camp at Mar-Lu-Ridge possible for a
child here at Zion. Just like the DayOff Program, you can
give in honor of someone, make it a gift for that hard-to-
shop-for member of your family, or simply to make an
impact in the life of a young person.

VBS is a great mission and ministry of Zion. We
make sure every child who comes through our
doors is welcome, fed, and included. We offer
VBS free to everyone interested in
participating, but that doesn’t mean there isn’t
a cost.
It costs about $50 a child to make VBS
possible.

Make a contribution today and help make sure
VBS remains a central and important ministry
here at Zion. Give the gift of VBS today and
help ensure that VBS remains a place where all

children can learn, grow, and feel welcome.

Sponsor a New Chapel Chair
Be a part of Zion’s transformation.
The chapel is just the beginning.

Your sponsorship will help us as
we update our facility and become a more

welcoming space for visitors, guests,
members, and neighbors. Would you or your
family be willing to sponsor a chair for $100.
Maybe consider your donation in honor of or
in memory a loved one. Your sponsorship
would make a major difference in making this

idea become reality.
; HHIIIHHNMH [| = church is getting older and
harder to start up each year.
We spend a significant sum of money to
repair leaking pipes. We are beginning to
research new options to heat the sanctuary
but that will be a major expense. Your gift of
a $100 helps us make sure our holy space is
warm and comfortable this winter and for
many winters to come.

A Radiator
Our heating system in the
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You are cordially invited to join Zion's annual Ladies
Spring Fling Dinner. Tickets are on sale now! Dinner is at
6:00pm. Design your own wreath craft to follow at
7:00pm. The menu for the event includes ltalian
Wedding Soup, Chicken Parmigiana with a side of
Spaghetti, a fruit cup, garlic and plain bread each table
and Cake and Ice Cream for Dessert. Please RSVP to
Church Office by May 3rd to purchase your tickets!

Format:
Best Ball
(Captain’s Choice)
Mulligan Package
Available
Putting Contest
Longest Drives
Closet to the pin
Awards Banquet
Silent Auction
50/50 Raffle -

W

Exclusive;ﬁ"SpQé;vbr;s_‘ pS A e o

$1,500, $1,000 and SSOOMMNE

Hole Sponsorships $100- i o e
Ak We dre a 501¢3 Non Profit

$400 pe foursome A
($100 per individual)
‘Before
May15, 2026

Benefiting Zion Heritage Preservation Steeple Fund
Built in 1859 $420 per foursome

. ($105.per individual)
After May 15, 2026
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TWODATESAND
TWO DIFFERENT BALLPARKS
Monday - June 29 at Camden
Yards at 6:35 p.m. Leaving
Middletown at 4:30 p.m.

Tickets are $35 a person. There
are 14 seats in the van. If we sell
, more seats than what the van can
e A\ .o"}) w'i";’" hold, we will have additional drivers.

R Wednesday, August 12 at Keys
Two OPPORTUNITES Sta.dlum at 7 p.m. Leaving
THIS SUMM Middletown at 6:15 p.m.
u ER Tickets are $11 a person. We will
have the church van available if you
Sign up in the church office. Payment would lika™o aride down
is not due until the night of the game. or you can meet us there.
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We have pints still available for
purchase in the Church Office.
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