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Sunday, May 8th—9 a.m. Footprints Sunday
Sunday, May 8th— Mother’s Day
Sunday, May 8th—6:30 p.m. Women’s Bible Study
Monday, May 9th—6 p.m. GriefShare
Tuesday, May 10th—6:30 p.m. Walk in the Park Bible Study
Wednesday, May 11th—6 p.m. Mother-Daughter Dinner
Saturday, May 14th—Community Day of Service
Sunday, May 15th—5 p.m. Zion Softball Game @ Pinecliff 3
Sunday, May 15th—6:30 p.m. Women’s Bible Study
Monday, May 16th—6 p.m. GriefShare
Tuesday, May 17th—6:30 p.m. Walk in the Park Bible Study
Sunday, May 22nd—5 p.m. Zion Softball Game @ Ballenger 3
Monday, May 23rd—6 p.m. GriefShare
Tuesday, May 24th—6:30 p.m. Walk in the Park Bible Study
Monday, May 30th—Memorial Day (Church Offices Closed)
Tuesday, May 31st—6:30 p.m. Walk in the Park Bible Study
Wednesday, June 1st—5 p.m. Vacation Bible School
Thursday, June 2nd—6 p.m. Table Talk at Main Cup
Saturday, June 4th—9 a.m. Property Committee Spring Cleanup
Sunday, June 5th—10 a.m. Combined Worship Services
Sunday, June 5th—Zion Softball Game @ Pinecliff 4
Monday, June 6th—6:30 p.m. All Committee Chair Meeting
Tuesday, June 7th—6: 30 p.m. Walk in the Park Bible Study
Wednesday, June 8th—5 p.m. Vacation Bible School
Saturday, June 11th—Vintage Vehicles in the Valley Event
Sunday, June 12th—9 a.m. Footprints Sunday
Sunday, June 12th—5 p.m. Church Picnic
Sunday, June 12th—5 p.m. Zion Softball Game @ Utica 3
Tuesday, June 14th—6:30 p.m. Walk in the Park Bible Study
Wednesday, June 15th—5 p.m. Vacation Bible School
Sunday, June 19th—Father’s Day
Sunday, June 19th—2 p.m. Zion Softball Game @ Pinecliff 3
Tuesday, June 21st—6:30 p.m. Walk in the Park Bible Study
Wednesday, June 22nd—5 p.m. Vacation Bible School
Sunday, June 26th— 5 p.m. Zion Softball Game @ Ballenger 3
Tuesday, June 28th—6:30 p.m. Walk in the Park Bible Study
Wednesday, June 29th—5 p.m. Vacation Bible School
Monday, July 4th—Independence Day (Church Offices Closed)
Sunday, July 10th—9 a.m. Footprints Sunday
Sunday, July 10th—5 p.m. Zion Softball Game @ Ballenger 1
Sunday, July 17th—5 p.m. Zion Softball Game @ Ballenger 2
Sunday, July 24th—5 p.m. Zion Softball Game @ Ballenger 2
Sunday, July 31st—5 p.m. Zion Softball Game @ Ballenger 2
Sunday, August 7th—5 p.m. Zion Softball Game @ Pinecliff 3
Sunday, August 14th—5 p.m. Zion Softball Game @ Ballenger 2

Zion Lutheran Church Middletown, MD
Share Christ’s Love, Grow in Faith, and Serve Others
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31He

said to them, ‘Come away to a deserted
place all by yourselves and rest a while.’ For
many were coming and going, and they had
no leisure even to eat. 32And they went away
in the boat to a deserted place by themselves.
(Mark 6:31-32)
15But

now more than ever the word about
Jesus spread abroad; many crowds would
gather to hear him and to be cured of their
diseases. 16But he would withdraw to deserted places and pray. (Luke 5:15-16)
Jesus is busy. He’s teaching. He’s healing. He’s conversing (nice way of putting
that!) with the authorities. He’s traveling. He’s playing with children. It is a lot for him
and especially for his disciples. Keeping up with the reign of God let lose in the world
is no small task. It is exciting and amazing and it gets people’s dander up! How does
one keep going to get it all done?!
They don’t. They stop. They rest. They go away to a quieter place. Jesus
models for the disciples the necessity of not only reconnecting with God in prayer,
but also making sure essential needs are met. Do they always get away? No. We
understand that. Sometimes our best attempts for quiet are thwarted by someone
who really needs us. However, making sure one has time apart to recharge is central
to the words of good news for all creation.
It's funny, even personally, how many times we need to hear that it is necessary
to rest. We somehow think we are superhuman and can do it all or at least, just one
more thing. The reality is, we need rest more than we need to get that one more thing
done. We fool ourselves into thinking otherwise. We cannot really function at our best
when we wear ourselves out constantly and do not take time to recharge.
It is coming to that time of year we normally categorize as the time to rest. Kids
are out of school which makes it easier to take vacations as a family. The weather is
warmer luring us to beautiful destinations to appreciate refreshment and play that
isn’t always seasonally available. If the time is right, go enjoy it! Take the time to
appreciate God’s beautiful creation and especially those you are experiencing it with.
But let’s also remember two things. The first is that rest is for all seasons of all
lives no matter the temperature outside or our age! We all need to take moments to
rest. Yes, I understand again there are seasons and moments where we need to do
things because it is the appropriate time to do a task. But after those tasks are done,
rest is extremely important for our well-being physically and mentally to recharge. If
we do not rest and try to rush into the next thing, we are doing no one any good. The
second thing to remember is that rest does not mean we separate ourselves from
God. I know how it feels so important to cut off all the everyday stress when we are
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vacationing. However, taking the time to connect in worship or with our spiritual
disciplines when we are resting is important. Connecting with God is about
relationship, not a to-do list. Do we stop connecting with those we love when we are
on vacation? Perhaps a little. But some of our most important tasks on our vacation
growing up were choosing gifts to bring back for those we love and sending
postcards. Taking time in God’s word, praying, or even visiting a local congregation
while on your vacation to worship is meaningful and appropriate. Without God, no
matter the location, we are nothing.
We have heard time and time again how important it is to rest. We keep trying
to push and push and push until we sometimes just collapse. Please hear again how
important it is to take time to recharge physically and mentally but also spiritually with
God. Jesus knew it was important to do, so we should too.
In Christ’s love,
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A Letter From Pastor Matt Day
Friends in Christ,
I am currently writing this letter the night before we head out for our first vacation time since last August. Our October plans were foiled after we all caught Covid19 and our plans for after Christmas were also
foiled by Covid19 concerns both in the community and at Zion. After a very busy Lent and Easter, I can tell
you that I really need some time to decompress and just be Dad and a good husband. By the time you read
this, we will be back and getting ready for our summer programming.
Summer is normally when the office of pastor slows down a bit to which I am grateful. Pastor Diane
and I can get out and do some visiting which really is fulfilling and gratifying. We keep busy though with
things like Vacation Bible School. This year we are doing a train-themed VBS program. Trains and Jesus…
what more is there to life? We are planning on doing this for five weeks in June on Wednesday nights. We
found the once-a-week model worked very well last year and most families agreed that it was a smart model
to continue this year too. VBS requires a lot of volunteers and resources. If you are able to help with VBS,
please talk to Wendi. But more importantly, invite others to come. Offer to give a neighbor a ride or offer to
make dinner. People are more likely to participate in the life and ministry at Zion if they know someone else.
You might be the very ticket to helping someone see that we have space for them here at Zion. VBS is
where we throw a lot of seed and hope that it sticks to the good soil. We hope to hold as much as we can
outside on the side lawn. Grab a handful of seed, friends!
It is hard to believe that Pastor Diane and I have been your pastors over a year now. We still feel very
new, but have come to enjoy not only working together, but serving in this holy office. One of the perks of
ministry is walking with people. For the past year, I have been walking with our confirmands as we learn
some of the basic principles of our faith (10 commandments, the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and the sacrament) as well as helping them form a relationship with Christ’s Church. On Sunday, June 5, five of our
confirmands will affirm their faith through the rite of affirmation of baptism: Jonathan Basler, Allison Beck,
Allison DeVriendt, Brady Kishimoto and Gavin Witt. They have not had the most normal of confirmation
experiences, but they will make fine fellow members in the body of Christ. I hope you join us for this special
worship service on June 5th at 10 a.m.
As we approach this summer season, do take time to rest from the busyness of life. You deserve time
to be with your family and friends. I am looking forward to what the future holds for us at Zion.
In Christ,

5

6

Worship Opportunities

Worship Services
Saturday:
5 p.m. Casual Worship
Sunday Services:
9 a.m. Contemporary
Worship
11 a.m. Traditional Worship

Zion Worship Service
Viewing Options:
To view our weekly recorded worship
service any time during the week, click on the
webpage link at www.zionmiddletown.org
and it will take you directly to the video. The
link for the livestream of each service is on
the website; click the link and it will take you
directly to the video.

Worship Assistants Needed!
We are in need of worship assistants for all services! Please let Wendi know if you are able to
help with sound system, livestream, or serve as an usher, lector or communion assistant! We
are also looking for acolytes; Pastor Diane will train the youth who wish to serve as acolytes.
Let us know if you can serve in any of these roles: wendik@zionmiddletown.org
“For we are his workmanship created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared ahead of time for us to do.”
-Ephesians 2:10
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Don’t Forget
Adult Forum—Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
Meets in the Chapel
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Pops for Pop!
In celebration of Father’s Day Weekend,
we will be giving out “Pops for Pop”
June 18th & 19th at all worship services.
Be sure to bring in that special person
who provides fatherly love and care!
Zion Lutheran Church Softball Schedule
Date
Time Location Opponent
May 15th
May 22nd
June 5th
June 12th
June 19th
June 26th
July 10th
July 17th
July 24th
July 31st
August 7th
Come out and support Zion’s Softball Team!
They would love to have support and cheering at August 14th

5:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.

Pinecliff 3
Ballenger 3
Pinecliff 4
Utica 3
Pinecliff 3
Ballenger 3
Ballenger 1
Ballenger 2
Ballenger 2
Ballenger 2
Pinecliff 3
Ballenger 2

Damascus
Mt. View
St. Kat's
St. Tim's
St. Ignatius
Spec Olympics
Mt. View
Damascus
Spec Olympics
Mt. View
Damascus
Spec Olympics

their games!
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2022 Footprints Schedule
Sunday, June 12th
Sunday, July 10th
August 14th
September 11th
October 9th
November 13th
December 11th

Join us on the second Sunday
of each month at the 9:00 a.m.
service for Footprints! Youth
of all ages will gather together
after the Prayer of the Day for
a lesson, activity and craft.
We will return to worship in
time for communion.
Questions? Contact Wendi:
wendik@zionmiddletown.org
Help Needed!

Vacation Bible School is just around the corner and we need you
to help make it a success! This is also a great way for youth to get
service learning hours. We will need help each Wednesday in
June, beginning at 4 p.m. for setup and help preparing dinner and
helping with the different stations.
Please contact Wendi if you are able to help—you do not have to
be available every Wednesday—any help is greatly appreciated!
Wendi: wendik@zionmiddletown.org
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High School Senior
Recognition
Join us on Sunday, June 12th
at 9 a.m. as we
recognize our graduating
high school seniors. We
will present them with a gift
and have a short video to
honor their high school
graduation.

Monthly Confirmation Gathering
Confirmation youth are
invited to the monthly
gathering on the first Sunday of the
month from 4-6 p.m. with
dinner provided. Middle School
and High School classes meet
each Sunday at 10:00 a.m. in the
lower level study lounge across
from the preschool room.
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2022 Community
Vacation Bible School
Registration
Zion Lutheran Church
107 West Main Street
Middletown, MD 21769
Wednesday Evenings in June!
5 p.m.—7 p.m.
Dinner provided each night
For Youth of All Ages!

Student’s name:

Age: ____

Grade completed: __

Student’s name:

Age:

Grade completed: __

Age:

Grade completed: __

Student’s name: ______

________________

Parent/Guardian’s name:
Address:
E-mail address:
Phone Numbers: Cell: _______

Home:

Allergies/ Health Information

_______
Emergency Contact
Name:

Relationship:

Phone:

I give Zion Lutheran Church permission to take photos of my child during VBS and to use these photos on its website and for promotional
purposes. I release and agree to hold harmless Zion Lutheran Church and its leaders from any and all liability, claims, or demands for personal
injury, as well as damage and expenses, of any nature that may be incurred while participating.

Parent/Guardian Signature:

Date:

________________________
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Baby Bottle Campaign—Update!
Thank you to everyone who participated in the
CareNet Baby Bottle Campaign! Zion donated
$1,173.18 to this wonderful program. Many
thanks for your continued support!
Pie Sale Update!
Thank you to everyone who purchased pies for the benefit of
the Warrior Canine Connection. The total profit was $470 and
all proceeds went to Warrior Canine Connection, Inc. This organization provides service members and veterans with post
traumatic stress and traumatic brain injuries with a continuing
mission to support their fellow warriors through the training of
mobility service dogs.

Lee Ropp is Crushing Cans for
Our Youth!

Lee Ropp has crushed and recycled 190,688
aluminum cans for the benefit of Zion’s
Youth and Family Ministry! Cans can be
dropped off on the deck of the Clothes
Closet. Lee says “Keep em’ Coming”
Noisy Offering to Benefit Lantern Hill
April’s Noisy Offering collected $725.04 to benefit Friends of Lantern Hill. Lantern Hill’s mission is
to break the cycle of poverty while offering loving, healthy and educated children and families with
unlimited opportunities. They do this by creating sustainable, measurable, long-term love, care and
education programs that give each person the opportunity to change their present and their future.
Thank you to all who donated!
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Church Picnic
Mark Your Calendars for the Church Picnic on June 12th-

Zion will be having our annual Church Picnic on Sunday, June 12th at
5:00 p.m. at Memorial Park. Family fun activities will begin at 5:30 p.m.
Dinner will be served at 6:15 p.m. Families are asked to bring a side dish
or dessert. Christian Fellowship will provide the hot dogs, steamers and
drinks. Please RSVP for this event no later than June 6th to
301-371-6500 or office@zionmiddletown.org Anyone wishing to help
with the picnic, please contact the Church Office.
** please bring a lawn chair for closing Vespers**
Mother-Daughter Dinner
May 11th
You are cordially invited to join
Zion’s annual Mother-Daughter Dinner.
Tickets are on sale through Friday, May
6th. The cost is $10 per person, kids ages 6
to 16 are $5 and 5 and under are free. The
menu will be fried chicken, mashed
potatoes and gravy, stuffing, green beans,
corn, dinner rolls and drinks!
Dessert will be cake and ice cream.
Dinner is at 6:00 pm with entertainment at
7:00 pm. RSVP to the Church Office by May
6th.

Be sure to purchase your tickets soon!
Questions?
Contact the Church Office – 301-371-6500
ext. 204
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ALTAR GUILD—WE NEED
YOU!
Would you like to
participate in something that is
meaningful and
rewarding? If so, the
Altar Guild is the place for
you. And it doesn’t require
hours and hours of your time.
Every third month you would

be
helping with communion setup/cleanup, checking candles for oil, delivering altar flowers, etc. You
would receive training and assistance with each task. It really isn’t hard! We meet several times a
year and have an annual luncheon. At least think about giving the Altar Guild a try and if it isn’t for
you we will understand. If you are interested, please give Shirley Ferguson a call (301-662-7775) or
talk to any Altar Guild member after services. You will find them in the Altar Guild Room
(Sacristy) right outside the Sanctuary.

Our Backpack Ministry will be meeting the needs of students on the weekends
when they do not receive food at school. The critical need item for May is shelf
stable milk or juice boxes. The critical need for June is granola bars. Please
consider donating one of those or writing a check to Zion and put
Weekend Backpack on the memo line to help children throughout the school year.
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Hope to Faith
If you have experienced a loss recently or at
any time in your life, please know that you
are welcome to attend for a time of
fellowship and food! Contact Dixie
Eichelberger at 301-667-7586 for more
information. We meet on the last Monday
of the month at 2:30 p.m. in the parking lot.

COVID19 Task Force Update
Since the COVID statistics in our community have
improved, the task force is on a watch and wait pattern.
The Easter family gatherings have contributed to a
slight uptick in our community numbers. Unfortunately,
COVID will be part of our society for a long time with a
continual up and down wave pattern. Perhaps the single
most important action members can take is to stay home
if you are ill and have home test kits ready for use if you
develop symptoms. A church in Frederick County
recently had about 72 % of their choir develop COVID
after a member came to choir practice ill (the member
tested positive to COVID after practice). Free at home
COVID Test kits are available at the Middletown
library. If you need assistance in running this home test,
you may call Lois at 301-514-5735.
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On Sunday June 25th, 1972, at 8:00 p.m., Ronald E. Reaves was
ordained at his home church, Elias Lutheran Church, Emmitsburg. The
very beginning of his ministry surprisingly enough has a small
connection to our Zion…the act of installation was conducted by
Pastor Emmanuel Hoover of Zion Lutheran Church of Middletown who
was the Dean of the District. Pastor Ron ended his active ministry as a
called Minister here at Zion in 2019 to enjoy some retirement and
became “Regular Ron.” His collar may be put away but you will find
Ron robed singing in the choir on Sunday mornings. So Zion has served
as “Book-ends” in his long and faithful career. We also
recognize Lucretia who walked beside him, giving the loving support
and encouragement as a loving wife. Ron is counted among the many
faithful Ministers God has poured out on Zion.
Congratulations and thanks Ron!
Born in Gettysburg, PA, Pastor Ron grew up in rural Pennsylvania near the Mason-Dixon line,
attending Gettysburg area public schools before graduating from Gettysburg Area High School
in 1964. His college career included an Associate Arts degree from York Junior College, York,
PA, and a Bachelor of Arts degree in Literature and Psychology at Gettysburg College. His
graduate work included the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg, with Clinical
Pastoral Education at hospitals in Houston, TX, and an internship in Washington, D.C. During
his academic career, Pastor Ron worked as a park ranger at the Gettysburg National Military
Park with the Department of the Interior. He has been a professional artist and writer. He has
served congregations in Frederick, western Maryland, Delaware, Baltimore, Westminster and
Good Shepherd, Frederick, MD. He retired from full-time ministry in 2012 after 18 ½ years at
Good Shepherd and 40 years of parish ministry. He and his wife joined Zion Church in 2012.
He worked part time at Zion from 2013 –2019 with a brief absence serving as Interim Pastor at
St. Paul’s, Funkstown from 2015-2017. He is the illustrator for nine liturgical art books by
Tarrywood Designs, Inc., Bristol, CT. Since his retirement, he has self-published a novel with
Avid Readers Publishing Group entitled The Rector’s New Dawn. He is married to Lucretia
Drusilla (Leather) Reaves, who retired from the National Cancer Institute, Frederick Cancer
Research Facility-Ft. Detrick, in 2007. His daughter, Pam Miles, is a third-grade teacher at
Williamsport Elementary school, and she and her husband, Randy, and two granddaughters,
Delaney and Jordyn, live in Williamsport, Maryland. His son, Pastor Brad Reaves and daughter
in law, Andrea, and their son, Noah, live in Winchester, VA, where Brad is pastor at Grace
Community Church. (Brethren affiliation.) Pastor Ron enjoys classical music, singing, playing
the trumpet, playing Golf, photography art, leading group travel, reading, writing and visiting
lighthouses.
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Pastors and Zion Members,
Thank you so very much for your kind
words, photo of old and new friends in your
church book and signatures of love and
concern. Zion was a very special church of
Bill, me and the boys too.

We all miss him so much but know he is at
peace with God—he was struggling so
much with his deteriorating health. Our
boys Billy and Matt—their families and I
thank you so much for your love and support.
Love,
Stephanie Bucher

Upcoming Noisy Offerings
May 14th & 15th— Religious Coalition
June 18th & 19th— VBS Charity
July 16th & 17th—SHIP
August 20th & 21st—Community Day of
Service

Thank you so much for the lovely lilies that you
brought to Record Street Home. The ladies certainly appreciated your thoughtfulness.
Sincerely,
The Board of Managers
Record Street Home

News to share?
Please let us know of important events that have
happened over the past few months? Email or call
Wendi:
wendik@zionmiddletown.org
301-371-6500, ext. 203

With our deepest
sympathy we keep in
our thoughts and
prayers the
families of:
Shawn Armstrong
Ruth Davis
Elizabeth Graybeal
Joan King
Ken Olander
Matthew Schaffert
Don Shafer
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Zion Stewardship
Zion’s Giving Update: Year to Date ~ March 31, 2022

Budget/Income Information– YTD as of March 31, 2022
YTD Proposed Budget income $140,816 vs. YTD Actual Income $134,538.
YTD Proposed Budget Expense $159,334 vs. YTD Actual Expenses $163,304.
**Actual Income YTD is less expenses by $28,766**
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