
  

 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Evangelical Lutheran Church Evangelical Lutheran Church Evangelical Lutheran Church ZionZionZionZion    

The Zion BEACON 

 

A Month of Ministry 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

It is with deep gratitude that I 
write this message. 
 

Our church community continues 
to grow in faith by sharing Christ’s love. I 
am thankful  for your help in hosting the 
God Rocks: Seeds of Promise Event. 
 

On May 31 eleven of our young people will 
affirm their faith in the rite of Confirmation.  
At the Confirmation Worship  you will have 
opportunity to witness their growth through 
their participation in the service. 
 

Once again our men hosted a wonderful 
banquet for the mothers and daughters of 
our community. We were also treated to a 
program featuring the talents of our own 
congregation. 
 

This month the Middletown Habitat for Hu-
manity House was dedicated celebrating 
the fruits of our community’s labor.  Congre-
gational members participated by volunteer-
ing at the house and providing food to the 
workers. 
 

In the past few weeks a good number of 
members of our congregation began spon-
soring a child through Compassion Interna-
tional.  We even have some children and 
youth making a financial commitment to 
provide food, clothing and education for a 
child in need. 
 

Our youth have gathered at the Youth 
House every Thursday night for devotions 

and activities. More adults are becoming 
involved through their participation in this 
growing ministry. The New Orleans Trip is 
almost completely financed by the fund 
raising efforts of our youth, parents and 
chaperones. The generosity of our congre-
gation made this all possible. 
 

We have six members of our congregation 
representing us at the Delaware-Maryland 
Synod Assembly where the ELCA’s future 
is discerned and celebrated. Watch for 
their report in the next newsletter. 
 

Together with input from the Sunday 
School teachers a task force has devel-
oped an interactive, intergenerational, Bi-
ble oriented and tradition enhancing Sum-
mer Sunday School that promises to be 
tremendous learning opportunity for our 
children and adults. Our eighth grade con-
firmation students will be applying what 
they have been learning as they help lead 
the activities. 
 

This is a view of some of the month’s min-
istries. I know that you could add to this 
list. With all we do, I pray that we share 
Christ’s love as a beacon of hope for all. 
Let your light so shine! 
 
Together with you—Sharing Christ’s Love, 

 
 
 

  JUNE 2009 

 

… As a people of God, we are sent to share Christ’s love,  
grow in faith, and serve others. 
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"I Was Wondering …." 
 

I heard that Rosella Wilson is retiring as 
treasurer.  
Gayla:  After 22 years of serving the 
congregation of Zion as treasurer, Rosella 
has made a decision to retire and enjoy more 
travel and time with her husband, Bob, and 
family.  As Rosella has laughingly shared, “I 
have too much social life to work anymore!”  
What a tremendous asset she has been to 
the people of Zion!  We wish her well in her 
new endeavors. 
 

What changes does that mean for Zion? 
Gayla:  The Personnel Committee searched, 
conducted interviews and made a 
recommendation that was affirmed by Church 
Council to hire Margaret Glessner as 
treasurer.  Margaret joined the Zion staff part-
time in January 2008 as the Communications 
Assistant, bringing public awareness to Zion’s 
programs and special events, preparing 
weekly bulletins, coordinating website content 
and as editor of The Beacon newsletter.  
Margaret will continue her duties with the 
monthly newsletter and Zion's website.  Other 
communication duties have been divided 
among the current staff.  (see below)  At this 
time, the part-time paid position of 
Communications Assistant will not be filled. 
 

Who is doing what  ... ? 
Gayla:  Gayla Magnus, our Office Manager, 
will return to handling the preparation of 
bulletins and weekly announcements, with 
John Seachrist and Fran Taylor’s guidance. 
Mary Ann Marcantonio will be shifting 
positions effective May 26th. Mary Ann joined 
the Zion staff part-time in January 2008 as 
the Christian Education Coordinator.  Her 
skills are needed in different areas now and 
Mary Ann will begin working more closely 
with administrative projects in the church 
office as our Ministry Assistant. John 
Seachrist, Music Ministry Director, has also 
stepped up to handle newspaper and other 
publicity related items.  Our Office Ministry 

Volunteers continue to be central to the 
running of the church office, providing 
support during staff meetings, collating 
bulletins and any tasks asked of them. 
 
What’s happening with our finances? 
Pastor Kathy:  These are financially difficult 
times. Like many other churches, non-
profits and households, we face the 
challenges of this downturn in the economy. 
As you have noticed, our spending has 
increased over our giving. In comparison to 
last year, our expenses have increased 
30%.  We have two new staff positions that 
account for most of that increase. We hired 
a full time Director of Children Youth and 
Family and  also added a pastoral intern. I 
do believe, however, that these two 
positions have enabled us to increase our 
ministry by more than 30%. 
 

On the other hand, our giving has only 
increased by 2.5%. Last January our 
congregation approved a budget of an 8% 
increase over the previous year’s budget.  
Together we have not increased our overall 
giving by that same amount. Our records 
show that 45% of our giving units have not 
made any contribution in 2009. Another 
12% have given an average of $5.00 or less 
a week. (The analysis showed numbers and 
not names.) I don’t share this information 
with the intent to make anyone feel guilty 
(see page 3)  
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Mark Your Calendar   

June 
10   Women on the Run (pg 8) 
13    CGF Dance Worship Benefit (pg 5) 
13   Youth Car Wash (pg 19) 
14    Thrivent BBQ Chicken Dinner (pg 4) 
18   Youth BBQ Bayou Party (pg 18) 
22-26   Vacation Bible School (pg 9) 
22-26   Middle/High School VBS (pg 9) 
28    Beginning of Summer SS (pg 8) 
30   Cedar Ridge Adventures (pg 18) 

July 
12    Church Picnic (pg 4) 

but instead hope it inspires everyone to 
“give just a little bit more” for the sake of our 
ministries. 
 

Thanks to the planning and good 
stewardship of the past congregational 
leadership, we have a healthy future needs 
fund that allows us to continue important 
ministries in lean times. During the four 
years that this congregation did not have full 
time pastors, this church also increased that 
fund significantly. We are not, therefore, 
running out of money.  We are, however, in 
a time of transition and are building up the 
ministries and investing in our outreach. 
 

Our council and staff are aware of the 
higher expenditures. As noted already, we 
have reduced our part time staffing, delayed 
the calling of a full time associate pastor, 
and held off on hiring a choral director. In 
addition, we continue to look for ways to be 
better stewards of the gifts you share 
through Zion. 
 

In relation to our finances, we have been 
blessed with the faithful, trustworthy, and 
diligent work of our treasurer, Rosella 

Wilson. For 22 years she has 
managed the funds as directed 
by the pastors and council. She 
has navigated through all the 
different accounts, reported 
every single transaction and 
kept us apprised of our overall 
financial status. We give thanks for Rosella 
and her faithful service. 
 

Above all, we give thanks to our Creator. We 
offer ourselves, our time and our money as 
signs of God’s Gracious love. 

A note from the president: 
 

It’s been a wet spring, but the crops are finally in the ground…. Luckily we can 
still hold council meetings when it's raining.   We are continuing to explore 
topics from the Listening and Learning Sessions.  From our discussions on 
Worship we have developed two task forces. One is the Alternative/
Contemporary Worship task force developed to explore the possibilities of 
having that kind of a worship service, or including more of that style in our 
current worship.  The other is the Unity Service task force, which is coming up 

with and organizing a “Unity Service” for some time this fall.  We look forward  to hearing 
more from both of these task forces.   On May 20th members from the staff, council, and 
property committee will meet with an architect to discuss different options for our outlying 
properties.  Council approved the Assistant to the Pastor position and salary for Cris Frigm 
beginning in August, 2009.  Council also approved to appoint Margaret Glessner as 
Treasurer of Zion Church at the current budgeted salary.  Many thanks to Rosella Wilson for 
her 22 years of hard work and dedication as our former treasurer.    Lastly council addressed 
the Human Sexuality statements by standing firm in our Lutheran understanding of Holy 
Scripture, and adopted our own written statement.   We will continue to discuss “Outreach” 
which Vicar Cris explored with his internship project and look forward to having new ideas 
and visions when he returns.   Next  meeting is June 1, all are welcome. 
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“... Share Christ’s Love...” 

Congregational News 

Celebration of Music at Zion! 
 

The Personnel Committee will be recognizing Zion’s Music Department in 
early June.  Grateful appreciation goes to John Seachrist, Director of Music, 
and all the directors, choirs, and musicians who work with him to provide 
such beautiful, meaningful worship experiences through voice, dance, and 

instruments of praise.  Zion is so fortunate to have these “ministers of music” who share 
their time and talents. 
 

Of special recognition in 2008 was the celebration of 30 years of handbells at Zion.   
Three octaves of Schulmerich English handbells were donated in 1978 in memory of Dr. 
Elmer Harp by his wife Betty, and daughter, Jane.  A fourth octave was donated by Oscar 
and Frances Shafer and other bells to make a 5th octave were donated by various 
members of the congregation.  A set of choir chimes were then added to provide 
additional musical tones to selections. 
 

The choir has had two directors; beginning the choir was Betsy Lange and then in 1982, 
Arvella Lutz became director, now in her 28th year.  The choir provides a variety of music 
for worship services, often including vocalists or other instrumentalists in their 
selections.  They often participate in regional handbell festivals to improve their 
techniques and gain quality experience with well-known clinicians and 
composers.  The choir has also played at weddings, local nursing homes, 
Middletown Heritage Days, Christmas in the Valley, Harpers Ferry Christmas, 
New Market Days, other congregations, and for programs for various service 
organizations. 

Thrivent Chicken Bar-B-Q 
"Parents, Teens and Money Matters" 

 
When: Sunday, June 14, 2008 
Time:  5:00pm 
Where: Social Room 
Cost:  Adults, $7.00 
  Children 12 & under $3.50 
 

Join us for a Thrivent-Sponsored Chicken 
BBQ Dinner and educational Workshop: 
"Parents, Teens and Money Matters".  
Tickets can be purchased from Walter 

Gordon, Lee Ropp or Faye 
Greenawalt.  Questions, 
please call Walter Gordon at 
301-371-7605.   
 

Everyone Welcome! 

Annual Church Picnic 
Sunday, July 12th, 6:00pm 
Middletown Memorial Park 

 
 
 

The Annual Church Picnic will be held 
Sunday, July 12th at 6:00pm at the 
Middletown Memorial Park (behind 
Medical Center).  Each family is asked to 
bring a dish to share.  Hot dogs, hot beef, 
dessert and cold drinks will be provided.  

Please bring a lawn 
chair for closing Vesper 
services.  Plan to join us 
for good food and good 
fellowship!   
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Congregational News 

Congratulations to our 2009 
High School Graduates! 

 

Thank you for sharing your good news 
and your future plans with your church 
family!  If we missed you/your family member, feel 
free to email communications@zionmiddletown.org 
with your graduation plans and your information will 
be included in the July newsletter.   
 
 

Emily Adams  (MHS) 
Towson University 

Elementary Education 
 

Sarah Hoffman (Gettysburg Area HS) 
Ohio Wesleyan University 

African Studies 
 

Joseph Reeff  (Brunswick) 
Virginia Tech 

Mechanical Engineering 
 

Danielle Smith  (MHS) 
University of Vermont 

Languages/International Relations 
 

Jessica Smith  (MHS) 
Columbia College Chicago 

Photography 
 

Susan Summers  (MHS) 
Peabody Conservatory of Music 

Saxophone Performance/Music Education 
 

Bryan Vanek  (MHS) 
James Clark School of Engineering at 
University of Maryland College Park 

"Community Gathered in Faith" 
Worship Dance Benefit Concert 

 

“Community Gathered in Faith” is a worship dance benefit concert 
being held in Zion’s sanctuary on Saturday evening, June 13th, at 
7:30 pm.  Recently we have all witnessed the blessings of being 
part of a faith community.  Through triumphs, tragedies, 
disappointments, and blessings, it strengthens all of us to be part 
of this strong faith community.  Local dancers will be coming 
together to celebrate our community of faith, and to raise money 
for the CGF Francie Billotti-Wood Scholarship Fund.  The concert 
will be free to the public, and a free will offering will be collected.  
Please join us in this celebration of our “Community Gathered in Faith”. 

Update on the Steeple Clocks 
 

When the project is completed, 150 
"Steeple Clocks" will have been 
produced from wood from Zion's steeple.  
The first batch of 50 has been sold and 
distributed. The next 100 will be 
available in 2-4 weeks.   Already 20 of 
the next order have been sold with 80 
still available.   
 

Clocks cost $100 each, of which $75 is a 
taxable donation towards Zion’s Steeple 
Fund.  To place an order, please fill out 
the bright green forms outside the church 
office.  Put the form and check in the 
Treasurer's mailbox.  Any questions 
please call the church office or ask a 
council member.   
 

Each clock is  a replica cutout of Zion’s 
steeple including a base made from 150 
year old wood from Zion's 
original steeple, a working 
clock, and an account of 
Zion’s building, mission 
and people.  Clocks are 
numbered and there is a 
limited quantity so place 
your orders soon!   
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Congregational News 

Congregation Council Meeting Highlights 
May 4, 2009 

 

 1. Council received an update from Lonnie Ropp on the “God Rocks” event to be 
held on May 17th, including a layout of activities, information on food available, 
suggestions for parking, community groups involved, and assistance needed. 

2. A meeting of the Finance Committee and Stewardship Committee will be held in the near 
future to continue to review the financial issues.  Currently giving is showing a 2.5% in-
crease in a budget which is 8% more than the previous year. 

3. A Contemporary Worship Task Force will begin initial work with Pastor Mark Hoffman on 
defining this type of worship and discussing necessary steps in planning. 

4. Vicar Cris Frigm presented his internship research project, involving recent members to 
Zion and members of the community-at-large.  Part of the project included a  survey from 
which themes of purpose, connection, and involvement were resulting factors.  This pro-
ject will be on-going as a tool of outreach for Zion. 

 5. Human Sexuality Forums:  Two sessions were held (10 people at the first and 18 at the 
second) and the proposals before the ELCA Churchwide Assembly were discussed.  
Council continued discussion on this issue and the following statement drafted by Zion’s 
pastoral staff was adopted and will be distributed to the congregation. 

 

“As the two statements entitled – Human Sexuality:  Gift and Trust and Recommendations for 
Ministry go forward for a vote at the ELCA churchwide assembly, we, as members of the church 
council and pastors of Zion Lutheran Church remain committed to the understanding of marriage 
as the holy union between a man and a woman.  Of critical importance to us is that the church 
supports families so that marriages remain strong, that parents are supported, that children and 
youth are guided into the ways of God and that all people are welcomed into the community and 
come to know Christ’s love.  We also are committed to finding ways to live together faithfully in 
the midst of our disagreements consistent with our Lutheran understanding of Holy Scriptures as 
the inspired word of God and consistent with Jesus’ command to love one another.”  
 

 6. Council and members of the Property Committee and Extended Property Task Force will 
meet with an architect on May 20th at 3:30 p.m. for a site review of Zion’s properties and 
at 7:00 p.m.to discuss usage of the various properties. 

 7. Steeple Clocks:  The first 50 clocks have been sold; more will be ordered.  Council mem-
bers will be available at worship services and “God Rocks” to take orders. 

8. Council approved the appointment of Margaret Glessner as Treasurer of Zion Church.  
She will continue with some of her responsibilities in her previous position as Communi-
cations Coordinator; others will be distributed among current staff. 

Treasurer’s Report 
April 2009 

 
         Monthly      Year-To-Date 

Operating Income   $  42,212.19     $152,261.84 
Operating Expense      (42,364.72)    (171,227.09) 
 

Income Surplus/(Deficit) $      (152.53)     $(18,965.25) 

First-ever ELCA Sponsored  
Video Contest... 

 

How is God at work in this world 
through your hands?  The ELCA is 
inviting ALL to submit a 30-90 second 
video to a contest inspired by the 
tagline:  "God's work. Our hands."  
The contest opens June 15, 2009.  
Visit www.elca.org/videocontest to 
learn more.   
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New Orleans Youth Gathering  
Secret Pals 

 

This journey to New Orleans for the National Youth Gathering can be a 
life changing experience, individually or as a group,  for all who 
attend.  Angst and anxiety as well as excitement are felt by all attending in 
anticipation of heading to an unfamiliar place, to a place riveted with devastation, and a 
place where the Holy Spirit will clearly be at work.  We invite you to become an active 
participant in this process by becoming a secret pal to one of the 23 people attending.  
 

As a secret pal we invite you to 
† immediately begin lifting them in daily prayer as they continue the discernment 

process, 
† write notes or give gifts of encouragement or thinking of you notes for them to receive 

now, 
† write notes or give gifts of encouragement or thinking of you notes to be given to them 

during their journey to/during/from New Orleans, 
† continue to pray for them while they are away, and 
† celebrate with them when they return. 

 

Below is a list of everyone attending.  Please contact Ginger Trautman to be 
assigned to a pal.  If you have someone in particular you’d like to be a secret pal 
to you can indicate this.  (If you’re interested in being a pal to Ginger please 
contact Gayla Magnus at the church office so your identity remains a 
secret.)  Notes can be sent directly to a participant’s home (addresses in the 

church directory) before they leave or can be placed in the envelope on Ginger’s office 
door.  Please be sure to indicate who the note or gift is for.  Upon their arrival back from New 
Orleans we will disclose who their secret pal was.  If you’d like to disclose your identity in 
your own way upon their return please indicate this when contacting Ginger.  Our goal is to 
have a secret pal for each person! 
 

Cole Ahalt 
Linda Billotti 
Abby Buchanan 
Aaron Carlstrom 
Erika Carlstrom 
Matt Carlstrom 
Josh Glessner 
Matt Glessner 
Alisyn Henry 
Amy Hoffman 

Kristin Neary 
Ben Nickey 
Joey Reefe 
Nick Riker 
Ryan Rudy 
Molly Russell 
Kelsey Sloper 
Kaylyn Toledo 
Chris Yeager 

 
Chaperones: 
Gary Glessner 
Kathy Nickey 
Ginger Trautman 
Chris Tressler 

Reduced Rate - Hershey Park Tickets 
 

There are  7 tickets left for Hershey Park for anyone ages 3-8 and 55-
69.  Tickets are $24.  These tickets are normally $30.95.  They can be used 
any time during the Hershey Park season.  If you or anyone you know would 
be interested, please have them contact Ginger Trautman at 301-371-6500.  Hopefully 
some families are able to take advantage of this 
savings and are able to put some time aside to 
celebrate their families!   

Congregational News 
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Lectionary Text 
For June 

 
 

Are you interested in 
reading and reflecting on the Lection-
ary Text each week?  Below are the 
Gospel texts for each week through 
June:   
 
 

June 6/7:   The Holy Trinity 
 John 3:1-17 
 

June 13/14: 2nd Sunday in Pentecost 
 Mark 4:26-34 
 
June 20/21: 3rd Sunday in Pentecost 
 Mark 4:35-41 
 
June 27/28: 4th Sunday in Pentecost 
 Mark 5:21:43 

“... Grow in Faith...” 

Christian Education 

Women on the Run 
Wednesday June 10th at 7:00pm 

 

It’s Time! It is time that gets away from 
us. Let’s take the time for conversation 
and coffee on Wednesday June 10 at 

7:00p.m. at the Main Cup. You may come late or 
leave early but just think how important it is to 
connect (invite a friend) and reconnect with one 
another.  For more information contact Pastor 
Kathy at khoffman@zionmiddletown.org. or 301-
371-6500.  

 Summer Sunday School 
June 28th to Aug 16th  

9:30am to 10:30am 
Ages 3 - 6th grade 

 
Our mission is to REVEAL God's work, 
RETRACE the steps of Bible Journeys, 
EXPLORE God's greatest gift, and RE-LIVE the 
history of our church as pioneers of Zion.  Join the 
EXPLORATION of God's relationship with his 
creation and his people and DISCOVER your 
place in that relationship this summer!   Join the 
EXPLORATION this summer and see what you 
DISCOVER!   (Kick-Off Sunday is June 28. ) 
 
Creation (July 5, 12)  “God REVEALS His work.” 
Everything around us has God’s fingerprint on it.   
 
Christmas in July  (July 19)  “Christmas 
EXPLORATION.”   The gift of a lifetime! 
 

Bible Journey (July 26th, Aug 2nd)   “RETRACE 
the steps.”   Follow the path of the Faithful 
through the Bible. 
 
History (August 9, 16)  “RESEARCH history and 
pioneers of Zion.”  Relive the founding of Zion and 
more! 

Congratulations to Our 
Ninth Grade Confirmands! 

 
Congratulations to our 
Ninth Graders, confirmed 
Pentecost Sunday, May 
31st, 2009.  See your July 
Beacon for photos!  

 

  Cole Zachary Ahalt 

Abby Louise Buchanan 

Matthew Brian Carlstrom 

Lauren Alison Cevallos 
Tyler Bay Leighton 

Yvette Victoria Louise Mann 
Chelsea Lynn McDermott 

Margaret Marie Motherway 
Brianna Leigh Scott 

Jessica Suzanne Shirley 
Christopher Thomas Yeager 
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Crocodile Dock 
Where fearless kids shine in God’s light!   

 When:   Monday, June 22-Friday, June 26 
 Time:   9:00 a.m.-Noon 
 Who:   Ages 4-5th grade 
 Cost:  $15/child 

 

Crocodile Dock Vacation Bible School is filled with incredible Bible-learning that kids see, 
hear, touch, and even taste!  Bible crafts, team-building games, cool Bible songs, and 
tasty treats are just a few of the Crocodile Dock activities that help faith flow into real life!  
Plus, we’ll help kids discover how to see God in everyday life - something we call "God 
Sightings."  Get ready to hear that phrase a lot! 
 

Parents, grandparents, and friends are invited to join us each day at 11:40 a.m. in the 
social room for Firefly Finale, a daily celebration of God’s love you won’t want to miss.  
Also, plan to join us Friday at noon for a Closing Celebration!   
 

Register online at www.zionmiddletown.org or pick up a registration form outside the 
chapel on the Christian Education bulletin board.  Register your children for this life-
changing adventure.   

Middle School and  
High School  

VBS Adventures 
 

We invite anyone in 5th-
12th grade to join us during the week of bible 
school for fun activities.  We will meet in the 
Chapel each day at 12:30pm and will leave 
for our destination by 12:45pm.  Please bring 
a bag lunch each day.  You must sign up by 
the designated deadlines (see youth bulletin 
board) in order to participate.  Friends are 
invited. 
 

Monday, June 22nd : 
 Scavenger Hunt /Harpers Ferry (free) 
Tuesday, June 23rd :   
 Mini-golf & batting cages  
  (fees for arcade) 
Wednesday, June 24th   
 Appalachian Trail Hike  (free) 
Thursday, June 25th    
 Pool & pizza party  (free) 
  (at Braddock Heights pool) 
 
(Adults: if you are interested in chaperoning or 
driving, please call Ginger Trautman.  Thank you!) Christian Education 

Mar-Lu-Ridge Scholarships 
 

$200 AND $75 SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 
FOR ALL MEMBERS AND ACTIVE ZION 

PARTICIPANTS 
 

Have you ironed out your summer plans 
for your kids yet?  Mar Lu Ridge Camp is 
st i l l  accept ing summer camp 
registrations.  The best part is if you’re a 
member or active participant at Zion you 
can take advantage of a $200 
scholarship for overnight camps and a 
$75 scholarship for day camps.  These 
scholarships are approximately half the 
cost of camp!  Pick up a registration form 
on the Mar Lu Ridge bulletin board in the 
Living Library or contact Ginger 
Trautman.  Once you’ve filled it out, turn 
it into the church office and we will fill out 
the portions related to the church and 
send in the scholarship money!  Send 
your kids to Mar Lu Ridge.  It’s more 
than just a view.  It’s a Christian 
community, mountaintop experience! 
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Summer Hours in Church Office: 
 

Between Memorial Day and Labor 
Day the church office hours will be: 
•      Mon-Thurs 8:30am-4:30pm 
          (closed for lunch Noon-1pm) 
•      Fridays   8:00am-3:00pm   
          (not closed for lunch) 
   By appointment as scheduled. 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday 
 1 

9:30am Wisdom Seekers Bible Study 
(CR) 
6:30pm Youth Committee (LL) 
7:30pm Church Council (CR) 
 

2 
9:30am Staff meets (LL) 
4:15pm Body & Soul (SR) 
7:00pm Handbell Choir (MR) 

3 
 

7  The Holy Trinity 
 
8:15am Service of Holy Communion 
9:30am Christian Education for all ages 
10:45am Service of Holy Communion 
 
 
 

8 
9:30am Wisdom Seekers Bible Study 
(CR) 
 

9 
9:30am Staff meets (LL) 
4:15pm Body & Soul (SR) 
7:00pm Handbell Choir (MR) 

10 
7:00pm Women on   
the Run (Main Cup) 

14  Second Sunday after Pentecost 
 
8:15am Service of Holy Communion 
9:30am Christian Education for all ages 
10:45am Service of Holy Communion 
 
12-5pm Prep (SR/K) 
5-9pm Thrivent Chicken BBQ (SR/K) 
 
6:30-8pm New Orleans meeting (Chapel) 
 
 

15 
9:30am Wisdom Seekers Bible Study 
(CR) 
 

16 
9:30am Staff meets (LL) 
4:15pm Body & Soul (SR) 
7:00pm Handbell Choir  (MR) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FCPS - Last day. 

17 
 

21  Third Sunday after Pentecost 
 
8:15am Service of Holy Communion 
9:30am Christian Education for all ages 
10:45am Service of Holy Communion 
 
12Noon  Setup for Vacation Bible School 
(throughout facility) 

22 
9am-12N CROCODILE DOCK  
Vacation Bible School  
 
12:45-4:30pm Middle & High School 
VBS (trip to Harper’s Ferry) 
 

23 
9am-12N CROCODILE DOCK  
Vacation Bible School  
 
12:45-4:30pm Middle & High 
School VBS (mini-golf/batting 
cages) 
 
 

24 
9am-12N 
CROCODILE 
DOCK  
VBS  
 
12:45-4:30pm  
MS/HS VBS  
(Appalachian 
Trail) 
 

28  Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
8:15am Service of Holy Communion 
9:30am Christian Education for all ages 
 (Summer Sunday School begins today) 
10:45am Service of Holy Communion 
 

29 
9:30am Wisdom Seekers Bible Study 
(CR) 

30 
8am-5pm Middle School’ers @ 
Cedar Ridge 
 
9:30am Staff meets (LL) 
 
7:30pm Music Jam (Chapel) 
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NOTE:  One God~One Voice....June 1 through 
August 8,   No rehearsals.  Enjoy your summer 
break.  Regular rehearsals begin August 15th.   

Thursday Friday Saturday 
4   
7:00am Quilting (Soc Rm) 
11:30am Valley Seniors Lunch (SR) 
 
4:15pm Body & Soul (SR) 
6:30-8:30pm Youth Group-Pizza (YH) 
 

5 
 

6 
 
6:00pm Service of Holy Communion 
(Chapel) 
 

11 
7:00am Quilting (Soc Rm) 
 
4:15pm Body & Soul (SR) 
6:30-8:30pm Youth Group (YH) 
 

12 
 
 

13 
9-3 Youth Car Wash (Walmart) 
 
1-3pm Liturgical Dancers rehearsal (Sanc) 
 
6:00pm Service of Holy Communion 
(Chapel) 
 
7:30pm Worship Dance Benefit Concert
(Sanctuary)  
 
 

18 
7:00am Quilting (Soc Rm) 
11:30am Valley Seniors Lunch (SR) 
4:15pm Body & Soul (SR) 
 
6:30-9pm Youth BBQ Bayou  Kick-Off 
Party (YH) 
 
 
Beacon articles due today 

19 
7:00pm Drum Circle (MR) 

20 
 
6:00pm Service of Holy Communion  
(Chapel) 
 
 

25 
7:00am Quilting (Soc Rm) 
 
9am-12N CROCODILE DOCK  
Vacation Bible School  
 
12:45-4:30pm Middle & High School 
VBS (Pool party) 
 
6:30-9pm Youth Group 

26 
8:00am  BEACON Mailing 
Group (CR) 
 
9am-12N CROCODILE DOCK  
Vacation Bible School  
12Noon VBS Program (Sanc) 
 

27 
 
6:00pm Service of Holy Communion  
(Chapel) 

   

June 
www.zionmiddletown.org 

Have you seen 
Zion’s website? 

2009 
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Happy Birthday to our  
JUNE celebrants! 

 

 
1 Ellen Bussard, Jay Goodman II, Terry McCubbin, Julie Selin 
2 Vanny Burrier, Karen Coblentz, Benjamin Gregory, Elena Reese, Francys Richard-

son 
3 Kenny Ifert, Bonnie LaWall, Ashley Miller, Chris Scigliano 
4 Mathew Adams, Tom Rohrer, John Routzahn IV 
5 Lisa Montgomery 
6 Ashleigh Decker, David Gordon, Harold Leatherman, Amy Main, Kelsey Sloper 
7 - 
8 Elijah Berger, Kathy Huffer, Arvella Lutz, Andrea Willem 
9 - 
10 Amy Dean, Tyler Eaves, Olivia Wilson 
11 June Gilbert, Nancy Gordon, Amelia Ropp 
12 Charles Adams, Randy Haupt, David House, Wes Keller, Faye Moss, Ellis Stroup, 

Miranda Trautman, Harold Wiles 
13 Gerry Boglitsch, Helen Gladhill, Jill Minchoff, Patricia Yeager 
14 Leroy Clopper, Lana Early, Brianna Laster, Devin Stream, Phyl Thompson 
15 Michael Summers, Kim Wines 
16 Carolyn Albright, Richard Alexander, Elvin Schroyer, Jennie Vanek 
17 Clinton Harne, Justin Kunz 
18 Heather Crummitt, Haley Darr, Jeannie Palmer, Donald Shafer 
19 Ed Musser 
20 John Hedges, Karen Sloper 
21 Emily Adams, Eva Dean, Amy Deavers 
22 - 
23 Nancy Bybel, Paul Lewis, Betty Shafer, Tyler Wilson 
24 Robert Ahalt, Isabella Fierros, Walter Gordon, Arlington Huffer, Matthew McDermott, 

Mary Pearl, Matthew Rudy 
25 Tara Fogle, Harriett Hahn 
26 DJ Basler, Natalie Fulton, Meghan Gunsallus, Krystal Harne, Matthew Manning, Ann 

Pond, Danielle Smith, Jessica Smith 
27 John Adams, Riley Becker, Ken Walker 
28 Peggy Alexander, Jeffrey Horseman, 

Elizabeth Pardo 
29 Jack Newkirk, Mary Shatzer 
30 Dixie Eichelberger 
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The People 
With our deepest sympathy 
we keep in our thoughts and 
prayers the family and 
friends of: 
 

Earl Adkins 
Frances Ahalt 

Janice Coblentz 
Gladys Kinna McGill 
Richard Rhoderick 

John Henry Routzahn, III 

May Wedding 
 

Congratulations to Ashley Mi-
chelle Mauro and Johnathon 
Eugene Pierce married May 
23, 2009 here at Zion.   

Happy 50th Anniversary!  
 
The family of Richard and 
Elaine Brandenburg would like 

to honor them by having a 
card shower for their 50th 

wedding anniversary on June 18, 2009. 
Their address is 6814 Picnic Woods Rd. 
Jefferson, MD. 21755.  

Congratulations to our  
College Graduates! 

 

Thank you for sharing your good 
news and your future plans with 
your church family!  If we missed 
you/your family member, feel free to 

email communications@zionmiddletown.org 
with your news and your information will be 
included in the July newsletter.   

 

Ben Gregory 
University of Maryland College Park 
Bachelor's Degree in Architecture 

 

Rori McQuillen 
Frostburg University/ 

University of Maryland's Engineering Program. 
 

Natalie Musser 
Elizabethtown College 

Masters in Occupational Therapy 
 

Anna Reynal 
Elon University 

BA in Music and  
BS in Leisure and Sports Management 

Welcome to our  
newest members  
who joined our  
church family,  

Sunday, May 17th ! 
 
 

Justin Thrift and Rae Ann Rhoderick 
 

(Please see the July  
Beacon for New Member Bios) 

May Baptisms 
 

Congratulations to our newly 
baptized members:   

 

Nora Lynn Leighton 
Tyler Bay Leighton 

Hattie Anne Leighton 
Travis Shane Leighton 

children of Robert and Freda Leighton 
 

Gillian Leigh Martin  
daughter of Chadrick and Georgia Martin 

 

 Garrett Nathanial Martin-Poole  
son of Michael Poole and Kylene Nicole Martin 

 

Justin Thrift 

 

Congratulations on  
the Birth of... 

 
 

Jude Stone Moser 
(Son  of Gregory and Maria Moser 

and brother to Ella)  
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“....and Serve Others.”  

How Can I Serve? 

Rudys Take Mission Trip 
To Appalachia 

 
"One Week of Mission Work"   

 

The Rudy's (Fred and Pat) left Middletown 
early on Sunday morning, April 26, 2009, 
headed for Salyersville, KY.  We were to be 
on location in the "Guest House" by 7:00pm 
for our first formal meeting with the 12 other 
members of our work mission team.  The 
drive was beautiful through WV and KY, 
making the 465 miles pass quickly. 
 

We learned of this mission trip through 
"Significant Living" of which we are members.  
Significant Living has been described as the 
Christian counterpart to AARP.  Each year the 
organization sponsors both long-term and 
short-term mission trips.  The one we chose is 
in cooperation with the Christian Appalachian 
Project (CAP).  CAP was founded in 1957 by 
Father Ralph Beiting, a Roman Catholic 
priest, as an interdenominational, non-profit 
Christian organization.  CAP serves 
Appalachians in need with programs and 
services that attempt to cut the roots of 
poverty while promoting the independence 
and dignity of Appalachians.   
 
 

Kentucky has one of the highest poverty rates 
in the country due to lack of education and 
lack of jobs with the closing of many coal 
mines.  In some areas of Appalachia, as 
many as 16.8% of the homes are classified as 
substandard, which means it has more people 
than rooms and is without indoor plumbing.  
The child poverty rate in Kentucky in 1997 
was 23%.  In one county that CAP serves, 
over 90% of the children are eligible to 
receive free or reduced-priced lunches. 
 

Upon arrival at CAP's volunteer house, we 
were greeted by Anita, our hostess for the 
week who whipped up some delightful southern 
cooking to begin and end our work days.  We 
were told to pack our own lunches each 
evening for the next day and meat, bread (for 
sandwiches), fruit and lots of water were 
provided.   
 

On Sunday evening we met our fellow 
teammates from various parts of the country:  
Illinois, Missouri, Florida, Ohio, Virginia, 
Maryland - a group of 14 strangers - all senior 
citizens - who bonded together with the first 
evening's devotion.  We were from many 
church backgrounds, but we were one in Christ!   
 

This year we spent the first part of the week 
working on a home addition for one couple.  
Johnny has severe back damage and is on 
disability, and his wife Charlie has had both her 
knees replaced.  Both are facing future 
surgeries.  What was supposed to have been a 
living room addition will instead be used as a 
very large bedroom with enough space to 
accommodate three beds, a computer desk, 
and craft table.  Our team completed a large 
handicap deck and ramp, removed and 
replaced ceilings in the original house, hung 
doors, replaced old windows, built stairs, 
painted trim, scraped spackling off the 
subfloors, etc. 
 

The latter part of the week took us to a new 
home which was being built for an 82 year old 
woman who was living in substandard housing, 
alone and wheelchair bound.  CAP had 
completely demolished her former "shack" and 
had replaced it with a new foundation and 
home that was handicapped accessible.  Some 
of the ladies had visited with  her in town and 
reported her tearful, grateful response to what 
was happening at her new home.  The fellows 
added the back porch to this site and continued 
installing the exterior siding.  The girls did more 
floor scraping and cleaning inside until they ran 
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How Can I Serve? 

out of work and decided to take a walk.   The hills 
in this remote area seem endless and the birds 
sing without pause while the fish in the streams 
spontaneously jump out of the water in acrobatic 
feats.  Stepping into these Kentucky "hollers" is 
like stepping into another time and place.   
 

Fred had the skills and knew how to do 
everything that was required and easily moved 
from one task to another, but Pat was a bit out of 
her "element"!  In fact, one day Rich was digging 
with a post hole digger.  He made it look so easy 
that Pat asked to have a turn.  She was 
pleasantly surprised at the ease of just scooping 
up a "shovel-full" of dirt and removing it from one 
hole to another location.  However, her arms 
soon tired and she passed the tool back to Rich 
who smiled with an understanding look.  The rest 
of the team were yelling, "Get the cameras!  Pat 
is actually working!"   
 

One highlight from early in the week, when we 
were sharing our personal stories at the guest 
house, Don began telling of his time in Vietnam 
and before long became so emotional he had 
difficulty speaking.  We gave him his space, 
suspecting that we had been privileged to hear 
this man's heart.  He had never shared with 
anyone before what he shared with our team that 
evening.  Later in the kitchen as we were 
preparing our next-day lunches, Pat had the 
opportunity to remind Don that King David had 
also been a man of war and Don began seeing 
how God continued to use David for His 
purposes.  Don's eyes widened as though it was 
a new thought to him.  He began sobbing and 
confided that for 40 years he had carried these 
painful memories inside himself and he felt as 
though he had experienced a breakthrough in 
one single evening.  Our God is just too 
awesome for words that He would use this 
setting of a mission week in Kentucky to touch 
the wounded heart of a Vietnam Vet from Ohio! 
 

This was the Rudy's second mission to CAP in 
Kentucky.  Six years ago we helped a family in 
the Louisa area and because it was such a good 
experience, we decided to return.  It is such a 
meaningful experience for volunteers to spend a 

week making a difference in the lives of 
these lovely and loving mountain folks.  It 
was a week of great comradery, sharing, 
sweating, laughing, and helping each other.  
All too soon the work mission ended, but the 
Rudy's already would like to return so long 
as health permits.  
 

 In 1986, CAP began a program called 
"Operation Sharing" which acquires and 
distributes goods such as toys, games, 
books, health products, garden supplies, 
food commodities, new and used clothing, 
and home repair materials.  These goods 
are distributed to needy people, churches, 
libraries, literacy programs, and social 
service agencies in all 13 Appalachian 
states.  Each year over 1.5 million people 
benefit from goods distributed by Operation 
Sharing.  CAP also operates nearly 70 crisis 
intervention and long-term development 
programs that aid individuals and families in 
overcoming the suffocating grip of poverty.  
All of CAP programs are designed to give a 
"hand up - not a hand out".  It is a very 
worthy organization.  Two copies of a small 
book entitled An Appalachian Journal - A 
Patchwork of Life by Sue Sword are on the 
book rack in the Living Library for anyone 
who is interested in learning more.  The 
Rudy's also welcome any inquires regarding 
future mission trips.   
 

Most of all we want to thank the wonderful 
folks at Zion who held us in your prayers 
throughout the experience.  God truly 
showed us grace and mercy and protection 
both in travel and on the job site.  We 
sensed your prayers.  You were a major 
part of our Mission team.  God indeed heard 
and answered your prayers.  Thank you 
Zion, and may our Father in heaven richly 
bless you.   
   Counting if all joy to serve Jesus with you, 
   Fred and Pat    
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“CHANGE FOR LIFE” 
Thank you!! 

 

The SHOUT committee, with the 
sponsorship of Thrivent Financial for Luther-
ans, is honored to report the final tally of the 
Annual Lenten Baby Bottle Campaign: 
$2,070.00!!  The congregation raised 
$1570.00 and received $500.00 in funds from 
Thrivent.   This contribution is an astounding 
example of amazing generosity!!  Thank you 
for supporting this mission!! 

How Can I Serve? 

Compassion 
International 

 

Thank you so very 
much to the congregation of Zion Lutheran 
Church for deciding to sponsor children in 
need through Compassion International.  
We are the first church in Maryland to 
partner with Compassion. 
 

Compassion International takes a unique 
approach to child development that 
transforms the lives of children, their 
families and their entire communities -- 
Christ centered, Child focused, Church 
based.   
 

I am so excited to learn of your interest and 
the impact you will have through your 
sponsorship. Imagine the opportunity you 
are giving to a child to hear and learn about 
Jesus while also meeting their  medical and 
educational needs. If you took a sponsor 
form, please send it in.   A child is 
waiting. 
 
Thank you again for your willingness to 
make a difference in the life of a child. 
    Joann Stanfield  

God Rocks:  Seeds of Promise 
 
God Rocks:  Seeds of 
Promise was a great time 
for all, especially when the 

sun emerged!  Fortunately the rain 
held off, but the wind hindered a little in the 
start.  As soon as the cake walk, hay rides, 
pony rides and Moonbounce started to get 
super busy...it was already time to go.  
  
Many thanks to all who helped with this eventj 
especially those who helped all day including 
set up and clean up.  Even if you did not 
directly help with the event, thank you for 
parking all over Middletown to enable ample 
space to be welcoming to your 
community. This was an astounding event!  
 

One goal of this event was to involve and 
assist community organizations.  One 
success in this goal was the fact that 205 
non-perishable food items were collected for 
the Middletown Food Bank!  Thank you for 
your hospitality to the community and your 
support of SHOUT in this event!    

MVPHP Thank You 
 

Thank you so very much for your generous 
gift of $275.  It is truly appreciated and will 
be used by our Valley families struggling 
during these hard economic times.  Again 
many thanks for your kindness. 
 

Middletown Valley  
People Helping People (MVPHP) 

NOTE:  Care Net Pregnancy Center of Frederick 
invites you to their 2nd annual "Night of Praise 
and Worship" free concert, Wednesday, June 

10th, 6:00 - 10:00pm at the Baker Park 
Bandshell. 

God Rocks!! 

Mental Health First Aid Training 
 

A 12-hour Mental Health First Aid Training 
Course will be held Monday and Tuesday 
June 15 and 16 from 8:30am-3:30pm at 
Christ Reformed UCC.  The cost is $25/
person.  To register or for more information 
contact Sarah Petermann at 301-371-6610 
or sarahlpetermann@comcast.net.   
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Sam, Cassandra, Katie, Linda, and the 
whole Billotti/Wood family would like to 
thank you for your prayers and support 
over this past month since the loss of 
Fiona, Gavin, Chandler, Francie and 
Chris. We are truly grateful for the 
abundance of love you poured upon us 
with gifts of food, flowers, cards, and 
donations to the scholarship fund, as well 
as those whose willing hands served 
during the funeral luncheon and helped 
pack and move the family's belongings. 

We would not be making it through this 
tragedy without the grace of God and the 
love of all of you.  Once again, thank you 
for being the hands and feet of Christ--
reaching out and supporting us through 
our sorrow. 

The peace of God that transcends all 
understanding will guard our hearts and 
minds in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:7) 

On behalf of Holy Family Catholic Community I 
would like to express our deepest gratitude for 
the support and generous donations of food for 
the funeral reception that was held here for the 
Billotti/Wood family.  We would especially like 
to thank Karen and James Rudy and Rhonda 
Fulton for their time and effort in coordinating 
the reception.  We feel strongly that an 
important element of providing support to our 
grieving families is to be able to provide food, 
comfort and fellowship in these difficult times.  
We knew in advance that the outpouring of 
support would be great in light of this tragic 
loss to our community and because of the 
assistance and generosity from your faith 
community, we were able to provide food for 
over 400 family members and friends.  It was a 
great honor to be able to serve with the 
members of your congregation.   
 

Thank you again for your charitable support!   
  Liz Parrotte 
  Volunteer Coordinator 
  Holy Family Catholic Community 

Thank you so much for your prayers, 
cards, flowers and phone calls I received 
following my stay at Frederick Memorial 
Hospital and Washington Hospital Center.  
Special thanks to Pastor Kathy and Vicar 
Cris.  
   Joyce Hale 

"A generous man will prosper; he who 
refreshes others will himself be refreshed."  

Proverbs 11:25   
 

I want to thank all the wonderful people of 
Zion for their fervent prayers, cards, visits, 
calls, flowers, thoughts and friendship 
during my recent surgery and 
recuperation.  Your unfailing support and 
kindness lifted me up and speeded my 
recovery.  I especially thank Pastor Kathy 
and Pastor Phil for their  healing prayers, 
communion before surgery, and their 
comforting visits.  I felt and continue to feel 
truly blessed!   
   Lorna House 

Thank you!    When I think of the blessings God 
has given me, my thoughts turn to Zion Church 
family.  Some folks give hugs.  Some folks give 
help, but you gave your all through prayers, 
cards, visits, flowers, and your concerns/ 
friendship during my recent surgeries at John 
Hopkins Hospital.  It has been a true blessing 
in my life.  I especially want to thank Pastor 
Kathy and Pastor Fogarty for their prayers and 
visits to the hospital.  Sometimes  simple words 
say it best.  Many, many thanks to all!   
 

  May God Bless each of you, 
   Dale Guyton 

Thanks to all the people who helped and or 
assisted in the Mother and Daughter Banquet.  
It was a big effort to feed 182 women and all 
the help was needed.  
          Bob Pyles and Bill Williams 
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Special Events   
and Road Trips! 

   
 
  

⇒  Summer Kick Off BBQ Bayou 
 (completed  6th - 12th graders) 
 Thursday, June 18th; 6:30-9:00pm 
 

⇒  Cedar Ridge Adventures 
 (entering 5th - 7th graders) 
 Tuesday, June 30th; 8am-5pm 
 

⇒  2009 National Youth Gathering  
 (8th - 12th Grade) 
 July 21-27, 2009 
 New Orleans, LA 
 

⇒  Cedar Ridge Adventures 
 (entering 8th - 12th Grade) 
 Tuesday, August 11th; 8am-5pm 

Need more information? 
 

 

Contacts:   Ginger Trautman, 
Phone:       301-371-6500 X203 
Email:        gtrautman@zionmiddletown.org 
 

Youth House Phone:   301-371-3381 
If questions ever arise regarding youth events 
you can call this number to hear a recording.   

Cedar Ridge Adventures 

 

Cedar Ridge for those entering 5th-7th 
grade.  Cedar Ridge offers a 30-element 
low and high ropes course to participants 
that aid in the development of one’s self-
concept, behavior and attitude.  You will 
be introduced to a “challenge by choice” 
concept which will allow you to explore 
your inner strengths and weaknesses. 
Team skills, group dynamics, leadership 
training and decision-making are just a 
few of the things you’ll experience. Are 
you ready for a challenge? 
 

When: Tuesday, June 30th 
Time: 8:00am-5:00pm 
RSVP: No later than Sat, June 13th 
Cost: $30/person (you can use your 
youth account money.  Bring a bag lunch) 
 
Questions or to sign up please contact Ginger 
Trautman 
(301-371-
6500) 

Summer BBQ Bayou 
Kick-off Party! 

Thurs, June 18th,  
6:30-9:00pm  

 

Join us for a bayou themed 
s u m m e r  k i c k - o f f 
party!  School’s out and it’s 
time to celebrate!   

 

When:  Thursday, June 18th 
Time:  6:30-9:00pm 
Where:   Youth House 
Who:   All current 6th-12th graders  
  (spring of 2009) 
 

We will have games and food.  Please 
sign up on the youth bulletin board 
so we can get a general idea of 
how many we can expect.  
Bring your friends! 

 
 
 

Youth Group Time Change 
 

Beginning June 18th the Thursday 
night Youth Group will run from 6:30-
9:00pm.  Please note the time change.  We 
also encourage those attending to bring a 
snack or drink to share. 

Youth Gathering Secret Pals 
 

Would you like to be a "Secret Pal" to one 
of our Youth Gathering participants?  Check 
out details on page 7  or contact Ginger 
Trautman for more information; 301-371-
6500, gtrautman@zionmiddletown.org. 



19 

 

June Car Wash!   
 

The youth will be holding a youth 
car wash, Saturday, June 13th 
from 9am-3pm at the Walmart  
on Rt 85.  Please see the signup sheet on 
the bulletin board or contact Ginger (301-
371-6500) for more information.   

New Orleans  
         Wish List 

 

We’re counting down the days 
until 19 youth and 4 adults load a charter bus for 
the long ride to New Orleans for the National 
Youth Gathering.  As our hotel does not provide a 
continental breakfast and because time is limited 
to do grocery shopping while down there we are 
putting a call out for some items to take along with 
us.  If you are interested in donating any of these 
items please contact Ginger Trautman (301-371-
6500) as soon as possible. 

 
 

Pop tarts          
Power bars 
Granola bars 
Fruit snacks 
Peanut butter crackers 
Cheese crackers 
Peanut butter 
Jelly 
Cookies 
Individual size cereal boxes  

   Individual sized chip bags 

New Orleans Update

Bottled water 
Disposable cameras 
4 soft pack first aid kits (to fit 
in backpacks) 

 
Wish list items to be delivered 
closer to departure (July 21st): 

Bread 
String cheese 
Bagels 
Donuts 

New Orleans Update as of May 19th. 
Totals include donations from the youth 
Yard Sale.  

NEW ORLEANS’ FUNDRAISING UPDATE 

NEEDED TO RAISE RAISED BALANCE 
$14,405.00 $13,395.73 $1,009.27 

New Orleans Fundraising 
 

It is not too late to help our kids go to the 
National Youth Gathering in New Or-
leans.  If you're interested in making a 
contribution, please mark it "Youth Gath-
ering" and give to Ginger Trautman.  We  
will be leaving July 21st.   

Sign up to Flock! 
 

The flocking continues!  As requests 
come in, Ginger will be looking for a 
few willing N.O. youth to help with 
flocking.  Flocking requires very little time 
(drop off and pick up 24 hours later).  
Remember that your help ensures money 
in your youth account! 

May Yard Sale 
 

Thank you to all who supported 
our annual youth yard sale 

Saturday, May 16th, by donating items, 
buying items, or helping transport, set up, 
sell and clean up for the sale.  We received 
$1,342.17 in donations!    

New Orleans Meeting 
Schedule 

 
Reminder to parents and 
participants of all youth 
going to the National 
Youth Gathering in New 
Orleans.  These are our 

final meeting dates.  If you are 
UNABLE to attend either of these, 
p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  G i n g e r 
Trautman.  These meetings will be 
giving final details as well as time for 
filling out mandatory forms.  
 
 

⇒ Sunday, June 14th 6:30-8:00pm. 
All Participants, Leaders, and 
Parents Meeting  (Location TBD) 

 
⇒ Sunday, July 19th 9:30-10:30am. 

All Participants, Leaders, and 
Parents FINAL meeting (Social 
Room) 
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The ZION BEACON 
A newsletter publication by and for the members of Zion Lutheran Church. 

Phone: 301-371-6500;  FAX 301-371-8100 
gmagnus@zionmiddletown.org and  

communications@zionmiddletown.org 
Please submit your articles no later than the 18th of the month.  You may fax, e-mail 

or deposit in The BEACON mail drawer located outside the church office.   

We continue to keep Vicar Cris 
in our prayers … let him know 
he’s in your thoughts by 
dropping him a quick card: 

 
 

Ensign Cristopher Frigm,  CCPO USNR 
Class # 09070 Sierra Company 
Officer Development School 

Officer Training Command Newport 
291 Kollmyer Street 

New Port, RI 02841-1524 

A Father’s Influence 
 

Studies show that if the mother 
of a family attends worship, 
there’s a 16% chance that the 
rest of the family will also at-
tend. 
 

Yet, when a father attends worship, there’s a 
93% chance that other family members will be 
present, too.  Just think, Dad, of the clout you 
have!   
 

Happy Father’s Day! 
June 21, 2009 


