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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
 
Welcome to our congregation. Zion Lutheran 
Church has been known as a beacon in the valley. 
²Ŝ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǎƘŀǊŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ 
as a beacon of hope for all people. 
 
This is an exciting time in the life of our church. 
²ŜΩǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ Ǉŀǎǎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ 
one generation to another. Our staff and church 
leaders invite you to participate in a journey of 
ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǎŜŜƪ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ 
together. 
 
May this packet become your personal welcome 
to become our partner in mission as a people of 
DƻŘ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΣ ƎǊƻǿ ƛƴ 
faith and serve others. 
 
 In this Together - {ƘŀǊƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΣ 
 

 Pastor Kathy and Pastor Cris                      
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Saturday/Sunday Worship 
 

At Zion Lutheran Church, there are three different worship 
experiences from which to choose. Holy  Communion is  
celebrated at all three services:    

6:00pm Saturday Evening Worship 
Sunday  Morning  

9:00am Contemporary Worship  
11:00am Traditional Worship  

 
 Saturday Evening Worship, 6:00pm. The Saturday worship 

is informal with services held in the Chapel; communion is 
by intinction (see below). 

 
 Sunday, 9:00am. The contemporary service on Sunday  
   morning is held in the sanctuary. The Worship Team leads 

the congregation in contemporary Christian music;  
   communion is by intinction.   
 
 Sunday, 11:00am. The traditional service on Sunday  
   morning is held in the sanctuary. The music is primarily  
   traditional hymns, led by the adult choirs. Communion is by 

intinction with the exception of the first Sunday of the 
month, which is traditional table communion.   

Worship Opportunities  

Communion Practices 
 

Contemporary and Saturday Evening Worship. The communion practice is by intinction. You will receive the 
wafer and dip it into the chalice.  As you receive the wafer the pastor will say, "The body of Christ, given for 
you," and "The blood of Christ, shed for you." Your response to each is "Amen". Children who have not 
communed before should keep their hands folded so the pastor may give them a special blessing. If you are 
unable to come forward, but wish to receive the Body and Blood, the pastor will come to you. 

 
Traditional Worship. First Sunday of the month, the communion practice is table communion (followed with 

communion by intinction on weeks 2, 3 and 4.) The ushers will direct you to come forward to the  
   communion rail where you may kneel or stand to receive the bread and wine.  If you or your child would 

like to receive grape juice, please indicate by pointing to the center of the tray where grape juice is avail-
able. You may return to your pew after you have communed and had time to pray. Children who have not 
communed before should keep their hands folded and the pastor will give them a special blessing.  If you 
are unable to come forward, but wish to receive the Body and Blood, the pastor will come to you. 

Hearing assistance system available during worship, please see an usher for assistance. The Worship Service is 
available on CD.  

 

Childcare is provided at the 9am and 

11am Sunday worship services, from  
September through June. The Nursery is 
on the first floor, below the sanctuary. Exit 
ǘƘŜ {ŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ άbŀǊǘƘŜȄέΦ Dƻ 
down the stairs and through the double 
doors into the Sunday School hallway. The 
nursery is the first door on the right.     
 

There are many opportunities to serve 
during worship services. You are an 

important part of our church family and 
we appreciate your time and talents as an 
Acolyte, Assisting Minister, Usher, Lector, 
Choir Member, Contemporary Worship 
Team  Member, Communion Assistant, 
Greeter, or help in the Nursery or the Altar 
Guild. If you are interested or would like 
more information, please see page 10 for 
contact information, or call the church  
office at 301-371-6500.   

 
All are welcome!   
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Special Events in Our Church Life  

New Member Orientation 
 
To become a Lutheran, only Baptism and  
instruction in the Christian faith is required.  If 
you are already baptized in the name of the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, you need only to 
attend an  orientation class.  Active members 
of other Lutheran congregations need only 
transfer membership.   
 
New Member Orientation  Classes are offered 
three times a yearτfall, winter and spring. If 
you are interested in joining Zion, or would like 
more information on classes, please call the 
church office. 

Weddings, Baptisms, First Communion,  
Confirmation 
 
Weddings  If you would like to hold your wedding service 
at Zion, please call the church office at 301-371-6500.    
 
Baptisms  As Lutherans, we acknowledge that Baptism is 
DƻŘΩǎ ŀŎǘΣ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƛŦǘΦ ²Ŝ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
.ŀǇǘƛǎƳ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ǳǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ōƻŘȅ ƻƴ 
earth. As the early church baptized whole families,  
including infants, we also practice infant baptism.    
 
First Communion   Holy Communion is one of two  
sacraments for Lutherans. At Zion, the decision as to 
when a child is ready for their first communion is left to  
discernment between the pastor, the child and the family 
First Communion is celebrated often during Holy Week 
on Maundy Thursday. A mini retreat and a Sunday morn-
ing orientation with the Pastor is offered the week before 
First Communion. You may call the church office at  
301-371-6500 if interested. 
 
Confirmation   Lƴ ½ƛƻƴΩǎ /ƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 
study the Old and New Testament, the Ten Command-
ƳŜƴǘǎΣ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜΩǎ /ǊŜŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ .ŀǇǘƛǎƳ 
and Holy Communion.  

 

 

New Members, Weddings, Baptisms,  
First Communion, Confirmation,  

Funerals 
 

Do you need more information or need to 
schedule one of the above?  Please call our 
Church Office.  
Contact:  Gayla Magnus,  
  Office Manager 
Phone: 301-371-6500 x201 
Email:    gmagnus@zionmiddletown.org 
Hours:    M-F 8:30am-4:30pm 

First Communion 
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Confirmation 
 
7th and 8th graders  
focus on the Old and New 
Testaments and the Ten 
Commandments. Study 
ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ  
Sacrament of Holy  

Communion, and Worship. Confirmation takes place on  
Reformation Sunday in October of 9th grade. 
 

High School 
 
9th to 12th graders focus on preparation for living a Christian 
faith as they get ready for post-high/college life. Meet in the 
Youth House.   
 

Vacation Bible School and VBS Adventures 
 
Zion hosts a week of fun and learning at our annual  
Community Vacation Bible School (VBS).  VBS is open to all 
children ages four through fifth grade. Each day, the children 
enjoy songs, activities, a story, craft and even biblically 
themed snacks!  At the end of the week, the children share 
their newly learned songs at 
a closing celebration.  Join us 
for a week of  fun and  
learning each summer.  
 
ά±.{ !ŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǎέ is open to 
youth sixth to 12th grade. 
Adventures have included a 
scavenger hunt, rope 
courses, tubing, mini golf 
and a trip to Adventure Park. 
Join us for the full week or 
individual days. 
 

Christian Education  

Christian Education Opportunities  
²Ŝ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ŀ ƭƛŦŜƭƻƴƎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
glorifies God. We welcome parents and friends to join us any Sunday morning between 
10:00-10:50am.   

 

Infant - Preschool -  Kindergarten 
 
Birth to 3 Year Olds   
A parent-child class for children through age 
оΦ CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ  
music, stories and activities.  
 

3 and 4 Year Old Preschool and  
Kindergarten   
Children learn favorite Bible stories rotating 
to centers and listening to stories, singing 
songs and making a craft.  

Elementary School 
 
1st through 5th Grade   
Children enjoy crafts and activities that  
enhance weekly Bible lessons.  We strive to 
apply the gospel to our lives through skits, 
crafts, games and discussion. Our goal is to 
leave class inspired to share what we have 
learned and to share God's love with  
others. All classes meet on the upper level.   
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Christian Education  

 

But grow in the grace and knowledge of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be glory 
both now and forever. Amen. 2 Peter 3:18 

 

Classrooms are located on all levels: 
 

Lower Level Classrooms & Social Room  

Parent-Child (0-3yrs), Preschool,  

Kindergarten, Adult Classes and Forums  
 

Upper Level Classrooms  Elementary, Middle 
School and  Confirmation Classes  
 

Main Level  ½ƛƻƴ 5ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎΣ aŜƴΩǎ  ϧ {ǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ 
Enrichment Classes; Church Offices, Sanctuary 
and Chapel 
 

Youth House  High School Class 

DŀǊŘŜƴΩǎ9ŘƎŜ is a space for informal learning 
where adults can gather to make new connections 
and learn from a variety of resources. Café  
entrance is by the garden or through the Social 
wƻƻƳΦ ¦ǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ 
ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƧƻƛƴΦ 

Adult Classes 
 

Zion Daughters and the aŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ classes meet 
in the Chapel. Their study follows the lectionary 
readings of the day.  Lay and Pastor lead.   
 

Spiritual Enrichment Class studies the books of 
the Bible. Conference Room. 
 

Old Testament /ƭŀǎǎ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ 
the Old Testament. Lower Level Classroom. 
 

The Servants of Christ discover through Scripture 
how we are called to be His  
Disciples in the world. Lower Level Classroom. 
 

Sunday Morning Forum. Topical study of the  
issues of the day with Pastors and guest speakers. 
Meet in the Social Room.  
 

Midweek Bible Study Opportunities 
 

Wisdom Seekers gather on Tuesday mornings at 
9:30am in the Living Library.  The study is based 
on both topical and searching the Scripture by 
Book.   
 

Seasonal Mid-week Bible Series, Lenten and  
Advent Series. Join our pastors and other leaders 
at our midweek Bible series, Wednesday  
evenings. The series will meet periodically 
throughout the year. 
 
 

G ARDEN õS E DGE  

For more information on our Christian Education 
program, activities and events contact the 
Church Office at 301-371-6500. 
 
Information is also available on our website 

www.zionmiddletown.org and on bulletin 

boards throughout the church. 

 

LENT 2012    
 

 Listening With a Purpose 
 

The whole Zion community 

embarks on an adventure 

of faith ñyou donõt want to miss this! 
 

To sign up for a group please contact the 
church office at 301-371-6500 or  
gmagnus@zionmiddletown.org. 
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Music Opportunities  

!ǘ ½ƛƻƴΣ ƻǳǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŀƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ άǎƘŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘέ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƘȅƳƴǎ 
to contemporary praise music. Music opportunities are available for vocalists, instrumentalists and dancers! 
We hope you find a means to praise God and share your musical gifts!   

   
Contemporary Worship Team The worship team is a music 
group that sings and plays instruments; leading the congregation 
in song, at the 9:00am Contemporary Worship services. The  
ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭ ǎǘȅƭŜ ƛǎ άƭƛƎƘǘ ǊƻŎƪέ ōǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƭȅǊƛŎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀƛǎŜǎ ƻŦ 
our Lord. The group practices on Wednesday evenings, 7pm, 
throughout the year. Team members need to have basic music 
skills but do not need to read music. 
 

Senior Choir The Senior Choir is open to youth in 
the 8th-12th grades and all adults. Choir practices 
are held on Thursday evenings, September through 
May, and provides support at our 11am Traditional 
Worship services. The Senior Choir sings a variety 
of music including traditional and contemporary. 
The ability to read music is not a requirement to 
join this choir. New members are always welcome.  
 
Rainbow Choir   ¢ƘŜ ŎƘƻƛǊ ǎƛƴƎǎ ŀ ōƭŜƴŘ ƻŦ άǇǊŀƛǎŜ 
ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇέ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƳǳǎƛŎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘƻƛǊ ǎƛƴƎǎ ŀǘ !ŘǾŜƴǘΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΣ [Ŝƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦ  
 
Youth Musicians   The Youth  Musicians program is an opportunity for all middle and high school instrumen-
talists and singers to share their musical gifts during worship services.  
  
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘƻƛǊ   The Childrenôs Choir is open to all children through fifth grade. Children are exposed to different mu-

sical opportunities throughout the year.  Chimes, contemporary praise, rhythm and movement, instruments and singing a 

variety of musical styles. We have a flexible schedule and sing once a month, September through May. 

 
Liturgical Dancers  The dance group is open to everyone regardless of age. Dancers perform September 
through June, at the 9am and 11am services. 
 
Adult Handbell Choir   The Handbell Choir practices Tuesday evenings, September through May, and Is open 
to all adults. The choir provides music once a month at the 11:00am Traditional Worship service.  
 
 

Special Music Programs. Zion provides a variety of  
musical opportunities both as a participant and as a 
ǎǇŜŎǘŀǘƻǊΦ  Lƴ нллтΣ ½ƛƻƴ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ŀ  ά.ƛƎ .ŀƴŘέ ŦǊƻƳ 
Sweden.  In the spring of 2008, Zion once again played 
host; this time to a Swedish Choir, The Believers, or 
ά¢ǊƻŜƴŘŜƎǊǳǇǇŜƴέΦ    
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Events and Activities  

Easter Breakfast   A continental breakfast is offered on 
Easter Sunday morning between services. Invite your 
friends! 

 

Easter Egg Hunt   A special event will in 
a unique way tell the passion of our 
Lord through eggs. The egg hunt is held 
on the Saturday of Easter weekend. 
 

Mother-Daughter Banquet   A once a 
year opportunity to enjoy a home 
cooked turkey dinner with all the  
trimmings served by the men of Zion.  

Sit back and relax, enjoy good food,  a special program  
and the chance to win flowers and door prizes!     
 

Youth Yard Sale  The annual youth yard sale takes 
place in the Spring, at the Middletown Fire House.  
 

Worship In the Park   Worship is held at the Middle-
town Park on one Sunday during the summer. 
 

Annual Church Picnic   Enjoy delicious food, and fun 
activities for the kids, including activities for children, 
closing with an evening Vesper service.   
 

½ƛƻƴΩǎ {ǳƳƳŜǊ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ 5ŀȅ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ   Daytime 
care with lots of fun activities, field trips and projects 
on certain days when FCPS is closed for students. The 
Day Program is open to elementary aged children. 
 

Middletown Heritage Festival   We open our doors to 
the community during the fall Heritage Festival. We 
ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘ ŀ Ŧƭƻŀǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΩǎ ǇŀǊŀŘŜΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ 
delicious  lunch of soup and sandwiches and sell baked 
goods and our own Zion homemade apple butter.   
 

Barbecue & Fall Festival  Enjoy one of our annual  
intergenerational family events.   

Everyone is invited 
to BYOP (bring your 
own pumpkin) to 
carve and decorate. 
Enjoy other activi-
ties together, plus 
an all-u-can-eat 
BBQ! 
 

Annual Bonfire Events are ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ άCŀƭƭ Cǳƴέ ŦƻǊ 
elementary and middle schoolers. 
 

Annual Pet Blessing  On the day of St. Francis of 
Assisi we gather to bless those creatures of all 
kinds who share our lives. All pets are welcome.  
 

Wednesday Advent Meals  Come together for 
food and fellowship before mid-week Advent  
services.  
 

Intergenerational Christmas Workshop Event 
Fun Christmas activities for the whole family. 
 

Hay Ride/Christmas Caroling  A hayride through 
the streets of Middletown spreading Christmas 

cheer with traditional 
Christmas Carols.   
 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ  
Program  ½ƛƻƴΩǎ  
children share the joy 
of Christmas!    
 

Live Nativity   !ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
on Christmas Eve come visit our Live Nativity and 
share refreshments and fellowship. 
 

±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅ ŀƴŘ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ   All are welcome 
to a meal and entertainment sponsored by our 
youth. The highlight - a chance to honor and  
celebrate the many couples in our church family 
that have been married 50 years or more! 
 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner  All are welcome 
to a pancake and sausage meal  as we prepare for 
the Lenten season. 
 

Wednesday Lenten Meals  Come together for 
food and fellowship before mid-week Lenten  
services.  
 

Zion Quilters  Our quilters meet on Thursday 
mornings at 7:00am, in the social room.  All are 
welcome.   
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Children, Youth and Families Ministry  

Delaware-Maryland Synod Youth Involvement 
 

Lutheran Youth Organization. 
(LYO):  LYO is a high school youth 
leadership program for the  
Delaware-Maryland Synod. High 
school youth apply to be a part of 
this program and four are  
selected from our church each 
year by LYO to participate. Youth 
are organize four teams (Worship 

and Music, Service and Outreach, Fellowship and  
Hospitality, and Small Group) to live out their God-
given gifts and sharpen their skills for service in the 
Synod, their own congregation, and the surrounding 
community.   
 

FreeRide and RoadTrip. FreeRide is for middle  
schoolers and is held in the fall. RoadTrip is for high 
schoolers and is held in January. These two events are 
the primary youth events ministries of the Youth and 
Family Ministry of the DE-MD Synod. The events are 
planned and leg by a planning team of youth and 
adults, along with the young people of the LYO. The 
mission of the events are to gather together middle & 
high school young people and advisors from the DE-
MD Synod and the ELCA and beyond, encourage  
participants in their faith journey with Jesus Christ, 
and send them to live as empowered  disciples in the 
Church and their commitments. 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA) Involvement 
 

National Youth Gathering. The ELCA Youth Gathering 
is a national convention held every three years in a 
different American city attended by high-school-age 
youth of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
The gathering is usually held in July. About 38,000 
youth attended the most recent 2009 gathering in 
New Orleans. The 2009 Gathering included a strong 
focus on Christian service in post-Katrina New  
Orleans. The theme was "Jesus, Justice, Jazz." 
 
 

Other Mission Trips 
 
Group WorkCamp. Each summer our High 
School youth spend a week doing a service  
project. In 2010 we traveled to Mifflinburg, PA,  
to build decks and wheelchair ramps, make  
repairs and paint houses for those in need. The 
ǿƻǊƪ άŎǊŜǿǎέ ƘŜƭŘ Řŀƛƭȅ ŘŜǾƻǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ  
people they helped! 

 

Middle School Safe House & Tutoring  
Program.  All middle schoolers are invited to 
join us each Thursday from 3:00-5:30 in our 
Youth House on Green Street to do homework, 
play games, fellowship, or to take advantage of 
our free tutors. Once a month we offer an  
extended safe house that includes free dinner 
and service project. Times vary for the extended  
hours depending on the service project. Most 
extended hours will be from 1pm until 7pm.  
Youth are invited to drop in any time during safe 
house hours. Contact Ginger Trautman for more 
information, gtrautman@zionmiddletown.org. 
 

Wake Up Wednesday Breakfasts. High school 
youth are invited  to breakfast Wednesday 
mornings, 6:30am (during the school year.) 

²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
having a great 
time gathering 
for food and 
conversation, 
ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ 
you to school 
on time! 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ELCA
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evangelical_Lutheran_Church_in_America

