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Advent Begins Sunday,  

November 27th  
 

ñMeeting at the Mangerò 
Wednesdays  

November 30th, December 7th 
and December 14th 

 

 Mark your calendars now for   
Advent Mid-Week Worship. 
Each Wednesday we will sing a 
Christmas Carol and explore its 
theme as it relates to our place 
at the manger of Jesus. In the 
season of preparations for 
Christmas we will take time to 
ponder and pray. Come early for 
an Advent dinner and stay for  
worship at 7:00pm. 

 

Mid-Week Advent Meals   
 

November 30th,  

December 7th and 14th.   

Dinner at 6:00pm.  

Worship begins at 7:00pm.  

All are welcome to the community  

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Worship Service  

Sunday, November 20th, 7:00pm  

Middletown United Methodist Church  

Middle School  

Bonfire, Friday, 

November 4th  
 

Anyone in 6
th
-8

th
 

grade is invited to a 
bonfire event! Come for food, an 
obstacle course, a scavenger 
hunt, music, and much 
more.  See page 18 for more 

details ... 

Middle school  
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Building Bridges  
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

In my office I have a picture of a bridge set in the middle of a 
Minnesota woodlands. You would think this bridge would be 
crossing a river or a stream. If it is not crossing water it would 
seem that it would stretch across a ravine or marsh. This bridge, 

however, does not seem to cross anything. It looks out of place existing for no apparent  
purpose. I asked the photographer about the picture with the ñout of placeò bridge. She gave 
me an interesting interpretation. She said that it reminds her of the church because the  
community of believers is the people who build the bridges before others see their need. As 
I glanced at the picture recently I thought about our congregation as a bridge. 
 

I believe that we are called by Christ to build bridges that build community. These bridges 
are formed between people who may, at first glance, see no need for this connection. It is, 
after all, apparent that for most of us we have all the connections we need. Our families, our 
neighborhood friendships, our lifelong friends, our volunteer associations and our colleagues 
at work provide a strong framework for our daily life. Why would we need to build bridges  
between people of different generations with a variety of past experiences and understand-
ings and even values? Canôt we just continue to deepen the relationships that we already 
have with one another? Why build bridges when we donôt see the need for them? 
 

Jesus answers these questions in all kinds of ways. He calls us to welcome the stranger,  go 
fish for people and even love our enemies. His stories describe such bridges. He tells about 
the interaction between a Samaritan who helps a Jew, a banquet for all people, and a field 
with both wheat and chaff together. The early Christians built community and quickly deter-
mined that to follow Christôs command, the community must include all nations, Jew and  
Gentile, male and female, young and old. Do you see how the church is all about building 
bridges where none have been built before? 
 

Our congregation is in a unique position to be a significant bridge for our community. Here 
God is at work creating a bond between those who are new to Middletown Valley and those 
who have lived here their whole lives, between those who are young, old and people like me 
who are in the middle. With Christ in the framework the connections are made between 
those who thrive on tradition and order and those who are energized by new adventures and 
surprises. A bridgeôs purpose is to connect people from one place to another, to be depend-
able more than beautiful, to be built before the waters rise or the divide widens and to be 
able to handle the lone traveler or the stampede of many.  
 

As a people of God we are Sent to Share Christôs Love, Grow in Faith and Serve  
Others. This is our mission as a congregation. What bridges could be formed in order for us 
to faithfully live out our mission? Letôs pray about this and talk together about the bridges we 
create and cross together. And as we have this conversation we are also reminded that we 
have a God who creates all kinds of bridges in all different places in a variety of ways in  
order to get to us and love us. 
 

       With you in Christ, 
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Volunteers Needed 
Christmas In The Valley ðFriday, December 2

nd
 

 
Join us in celebrating the beginning of the holiday season at Middletownôs  
annual Christmas in the  Valley celebration. Friday, December 2nd, 
7:00pm . Volunteers are needed to ñShare Christôs Loveò with hospitality 
for the program at Zion. If you are interested in helping please contact  
Ginger Trautman at 301-371-6500, x203 or gtrautman@zionmiddletown.org. 
 

Diane Burns  

Ellie Summers  

Eric and Diana Saxton  

Jesse Bryner  

Linda Cole  

Michael, Erin, and Jonathan Weiland  

Paul, Ginni, Carlee, and Kenzie Dumars  

Wayne Bagent  

mailto:gtrautman@zionmiddletown.org
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When did the Zion Quilters start?  
 

Zion Quilters began in the early 1980ôs. The first quilting group was made up of five to six 
quilters, including Ruth Miller, Mabel Pearl, Geneva Palmer, Eva Leatherman, and Ruth 
Ellen Burrier. Ruth Miller came up with the idea and started the group. At first they would 
meet at different houses, later the group would meet at Zion. The quilters set up shop in 
whatôs now the Menôs Bible Class at the back of the chapel. Eva Dean commented that 
ñat that time you could sit in the balcony and look down at the Sunday School rooms. The 
quilters were in one of those rooms.ò In the late 1990ôs, when the addition was put on the 
church, the quilters were relocated to the space that they now call home (downstairs next 
to the social room). Since then the group has grown, in 2006 the quilters also included 
Pearl Huffer, Eva Dean, Viola Blickenstaff, Miriam Shafer, Edna Huffer, Diane Shafer, 
Sharon Thomas, Desarie Gregory, Janice 
Coblentz, Mildred Cline, Ruth Miller, Wanda Tho-
mas, Margaret Bowlus and Ruth Harne, later Daisy 
Thomas joined the group. From 2008 to present, 
the quilters have worked on five or more quilts per 
year, ñit all depends on how many quilters are avail-
able to work,ò says the group. Today there are nine 
regular quilters and some ñdrop inò help. Recently, 
Pastor Cris and his daughter Sydney helped with 
ñThe Lordôs Acreò and the ñDouble Wedding Ringò 
quilts. When Pastor Bucher was here, he helped 
outðall are good quilters!  
 

What are the most memorable quilting projects?  
 

The quilters have made quilts for some of our pastors. 
In 1982 Pastor and Mrs. Hoover received one. Remem-
ber Pastor Bucherôs ñmotorcycle themedò quilt? Also, a 
ñSamplerò quilt was made for Pastor Don and Judy 
Turley. When I asked about the most memorable quilt I 
was told of the project that was made by quilters across 
the county, which now sits in a case at Mar-Lu-Ridge. 
The project was taken around to all of the churches 

where each quilting group made a square.  
 

The quilters mostly work on pieced quilts where the owner of the quilt brings the pieced 
quilt top, the batting and the backing material. Then the quilters ñhand quiltò the layers  
together. The quilting work costs anywhere between $250 to $300 a quilt (the price  
depends on the amount of work that needs to be done.) Thatôs why it is so important to 
keep the quilt projects protected from anyone placing items on top of them. The Quilters 
donôt keep the monies collected from the projects, instead the money is given to Zionôs 
ministries and the church. The quilters keep only enough money to buy thread and other 
necessary supplies. When looking back at 2001, donations were given to many of Zionôs 

Continued page 5 

April 2011 
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Continued from page 4 

ministries, including the church, the youth group, Mar-Lu-Ridge, Care Net Pregnancy 
Center, Giving Tree, Lutheran World Relief, Middletown Valley People Helping People, 
the pastor, and the Food Bank, for a total donation of $1,800! Look for the Zion Quilters  
window decoration in the Sanctuary!  
 

The Quilters meet at 7:00am on Thursdays and work until about 3:00pm, working every 
week except during VBS week, Holy Week and Thanksgiving. Are you interested in 
quilting? Just stop by, all are welcome! 

How do you define A SUCCESSFUL SECOND HALF ? Do you see your best 

years ahead or behind? The answer to this question will deeply affect the  

second half of your life. Fear of growing older, often based on myth, will hinder 

recognizing all of the seasons of life and limit our ability to live through them in 

such a way as to experience Godôs wholeness. For example, we will either learn to under-

stand the jars of clay God has placed the treasure of His Spirit in and become a better vessel 

for His purposes or we will live in denial or regret over the consequences of physical aging. 

(2 Cor. 4:7-10) 

Marion Axline  

Marlo Barnhart  

Bill Blumenauer  

Bill Boone III  

Libby Bowers  

Grace Bowlus  

Berndetta Brandenburg  

Ruth Ellen Burrier  

Bill Burris  

Dick Campbell  

Anna Christensen  

Mildred Cline  

John Coler  

Mabel Criswell  

Gwenn Dallyn  

Steven Engel  

Glenn Evans  

Jerry Flook  

Andy Garman  

Valerie Perrin Goodman  

Edna Gouker  

Bill Householder  

Harry Jenkins Jr.  

Joan Marrone  

Joe McIntyre  

Nancy Piech Moser  

Marie Thayer Oeth  

Edward Ohm  

Miriam Rice  

Agnes Rippeon  

Oscar Rippeon  

Barbara Roberson  

Ellis Roberson  

Arthur Ross  

Catherine Schroyer  

Helen Schuetze  

Tyler Shaw  

Frances Sheffer  

Gladys Sigler  

Edith Slacum  

Harry W. Smith Jr.  

Polly Sorenson  

Jennie Sprankel  

Winnie Summers  

Aaron Swanson  

Lyla Tollefson  

Carrie Toms  

Frances Vanden  

Charles Watson  

Leonard ñEarlò Webber 

Mary Margaret Webber  
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      Share Christõs Love 

Treasurer Report              

Year-to-date September 30, 2011        

         

  Current  Building/  Local  Other      

  Ministry  Capital Expend  Benevolence  Designated  Total    

Income 

      
328,410.73         49,172.17         39,855.85         25,193.40   442,632.15   

Expense 

      
406,661.31         52,954.36         40,249.88         17,163.11   517,028.66   

             

Net Surplus (Deficit) 

      
(78,250.58) 

         
(3,782.19) 

            
(394.03)           8,030.29 

   
(74,396.51)   

God tells us in Proverbs 3:9 to honor 

the Lord with your wealth, with the 

first fruits of your crops, as an act of 

worship.  We may not think we are 

wealthy until we compare our stan-

dard of living with many parts of the 

world today. The concept of first 

fruits involves the need of the giver 

to give sacrificially for his or her 

spiritual development, as well as the 

needs of the Church. Rather than 

view giving like paying dues to a  

social club, we are Christôs disciples 

who want to give unselfishly. Our  

financial contributions are a very  

important way to grow in our  

relationship with the Lord Jesus.  

A Living Sacrificeé 

A Shared Sacrifice.  
Dear Zion, 
 

Thank you! We truly appreciate 

your gift of $979 in congregational 

benevolence, given to Mar-Lu-

Ridge. On behalf of the Board of Directors 

and Staff, I would like to convey my thanks 

and appreciation for this gift in support of 

our outdoor ministry. There are exciting  

projects taking place on The Ridge.  
 

Recently, we have been able to tackle some 

pressing facilities projects, thanks in large 

part to gifts such as yours...We also set 

aside money for camperships. Your gift 

helps to ensure the future and growth of this 

year-round sanctuary. We want you to be 

proud of Mar-Lu-Ridge and the direction this 

ministry is going. Your continued support is 

important. 
 

We continue to deeply appreciate all your 

prayers, volunteer hours, and financial  

support. 

   God Bless, 

   Sarah Lefler 

   Exectutive Director 

If you have not returned your pledge 

card, please do as soon as possible. 

Thank you. 
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A Message from Council President  

I want to thank everyone who attended the Special Congregational Meeting 
on October 9

th
.  We had some very helpful conversations, and it was wonder-

ful to witness so much concern and love for Zion and its future.  I want to 
thank  

Margaret Glessner once again for her presentation on our finances, Dixie  

Eichelberger for an update on our Cemetery Board, and Brian Carlstrom and Scott 
Bowen for the Master Plan presentation and discussion. I know it was a long meeting 
(and we were all rather hungry by the end!), but everyoneôs input is so much  

appreciated by our Council. 

 

Please continue to prayer regularly for our leaders, 
and especially for our Finance Committee as they  

undertake the shaping of a 2012 budget for us.  Also, 
a small group has begun meeting in the Sanctuary on Monday mornings for a short 
time of prayer together.  We are praying for the needs of our congregation and for the 
mission of Zion.  We would love to have you join us!  

         Blessings, 
         Dee Buchanan 

October Council Meeting Highlights  

 

1. Under Current Ministry there is a $2,000 weekly deficit, which should improve in 

the last quarter with, typically, increased giving by December. Y-T-D Current Ministry 

has a deficit of $78,250ðwe are operating below the current budget, though. 
 

2. Pastor Cris reported on the Youth Sunday School Team meeting. The Connections 
Fair was held September 24-25th. 750 youth have registered to attend the Big Day of 
Serving in Frederick.  
 

3. Matt Puziss reported that two new members have been added to the worship team, 
and the team is working on new material. Worship Team and Childrenôs Choir will sing 
together at the end of the month. 
 

4.  Caring Ministries reported that Rosella Wilson has been very active coordinating 

visits. Discussed possibly starting a telephone call ministry. 
 

5.  Christian Fellowship ï There will be an increase in the cost of  

paper products due to a switch to paper over Styrofoam.  
 

6.  Property Committee reported that they would like to work toward 

more preventative building maintenance.  

 

Come be in prayer on  
Mondays at 6:30am with  
Council President Dee  
Buchanan and others.  
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LECTIONARY TEXT FOR November : 

Below are the Gospel texts for each week, 

for the month of November:  
 

Nov. 5/6:      All Saints Sunday  

           Matthew 5:1-12  
 

Nov. 12/13:    22nd Sunday after Pentecost  

     Matthew 25:14-30 
 

Nov. 19/20:   Christ The King Sunday  

     Matthew 25:31-46 
 

Nov. 26/27:   First Sunday of Advent  

     Mark 13:24-37 

       Grow In Faith  

Our Women's Bible Study  continues... 
Mondays, 7:00pm , through December 12th.   

 

We will be looking at  
"Living Beyond Yourself" by Beth Moore. 
For more information please contact Karen 

Hollis, karenannhollis@yahoo.com; or 
Jackie Bello, jrbello@comcast.com. 

First Communion  
Instruction  

November 13th,  
12:15-2:00pm   

 

Please join us in 
the social room for 

lunch and an introduction to Holy 
Communion. We will spend time 
learning about this sacrament and 
what it means for our life today. 
Parents or other care-givers are 
welcome and highly encouraged to 
be a part of this event. Children of 
all ages are welcome. If you are 
not sure your child should attend, 
please donôt hesitate to contact 
Pastor Kathy or Pastor Cris at 301-
371-6500.  
 

First Communion Received  
Children will receive First  
Communion in worship on  
November 19th/20th . 

 
Please join us on 
Sunday at 10am, 
on November 6th,  
in the Garden's 
Edge café where 

we explore Making Sense of the 
Christian Faith.  
 

There is no expectation that you 

have prior knowledge of the Bible 

or theology, or that you be able to 

attend every week. Bring your 

questions and an open mind to talk 

about matters of faith and life. 

Would your child like to sing with the  

Childrenôs Choir?  
 

Rehearsal is on Sunday morning at 11:00 

to 11:30am  following Sunday School, come 

to the Music Room . (We will be playing the 

chimes at Christmas.)  

 

All are welcome!  

mailto:karenannhollis@yahoo.com
mailto:jrbello@comcast.com
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ñCalled to Ponder Mysteryò   

An Advent Retreat  

Saturday, November 5th  

An exploration of the many meanings of 

Advent through scripture and other  

writings, liturgy and hymns, prayer and 

meditation. Christ has come; Christ will 

come again; God among us ï  

Emmanuel.  

PRESENTER: Dr. Wayne L. Wold,  

Author, Composer, Associate Professor 

of Music at Hood College and College  

Organist AAGO. $30 lunch included.  
 

To register email:  

MLR@Mar-Lu-Ridge.org;  

ldrasmus@comcast.net, or call 

Mar Lu Ridge at 1-800-238-9974.  

Mar-Lu-Ridge Schoolôs Out Day Program 

Come join us at Mar-Lu-Ridge for a day of 

fun and excitement. The program is open to 

all elementary age children.  

Activities include: 

 

 

 

 

Our staff is ready to care for your child in a 

safe environment. We have 50 years of 

camp experience. 

Dates: January 13th and February 20th  

Time: 9am ï 3pm (extended care available) 

Cost: $25 per day 

Questions? Ready to register?  

Call 1 -800-238-9974 Or email  

mlr@mar -lu-ridge.org  

 

Zionôs Float in the 

Heritage Day  

Parade. Sharing 

Christôs Love From 

One Generation to 

Another was the 

tagline on this 

yearôs float. The 

theme was based 

on our mission 

work at Work Camp and CAP. ñWorkersò 

on the float were painting a building while 

others (who were wearing their tool 

beltsðfilled with 

candy and invita-

tions to come to 

church!) greeted 

the parade 

watchers.  Pricilla 

Hughes rode on 

the float. 

On October 2
nd

 we 

held our annual Pet 

Blessing, led by  

Pastor Cris. Families 

brought their furry 

friends out, even with 

the rain, for a bless-

ing.  


