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 As a people of 
God, we are 
sent to share 
Christõs love, 
grow in faith, 

and serve  
    others.  

Hail a cab and bring your friends to the Big Apple Adventure!  
 

Discover adventures waiting at every corner in the Big Apple. 
Amid the exciting sights and sounds of the city, kids will hear sto-

ries about people who stepped out in faith and connected with Jesus. Kids will 
learn that they can connect faith and life through a relationship with Jesus. In 
this one-week adventure kids will connect faith and life through Bible stories, 
crafts, motivating music, and games. 
 

Vacation Bible school will run from Monday, June 20th to Friday, June 24th 
from 9:00am to noon each day. All children, ages 4 years to 5th grade, are in-
vited to attend. The cost is $5 for each participant ($10 if registered AFTER 
June 1

st
). Registration forms are on the Christian Education bulletin board out-

side the chapel and can also be found online at www.zionmiddletown.org . 
Call Ginger Trautman with questions, 301-371-6500.  
 

All families are invited to attend the closing program from 12:00 to 
12:30pm on Friday, June 24th in the Sanctuary. Following will be a family 
picnic for all.  Join us in the social room to celebrate the ways Faith and Life 
connect!   

Middle School and High School 
VBS Adventures  

 

We invite all youth, 6th to 12th 
grades, to join us for our daily af-
ternoon VBS Adventures!  We are 
looking for your ideas. Please 
contact Ginger if you have sug-
gestions on what we can do as 
part of our afternoon adven-
tures. In the past we have gone 
tubing, miniature golfing, batting 
cages, Adventure Park for laser 
tag, scavenger hunts, Middletown 
Survivor. Let me know whatôs on 
your mind! 

Each day we will 
leave the church 
parking lot at 
12:45pm and  
arrive back at the 
church at 4:30pm . You are en-
couraged to bring your lunch with 
you each day. Nominal prices for 
each will be posted once the 
schedule is finalized. Not all 
events have fees. 
 

Adults: if youôre are interested in 
chaperoning or driving for any of 

these events please contact  
Ginger Trautman. 

http://www.zionmiddletown.org
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ñ
40

 And [Peter] testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, say-
ing, óSave yourselves from this corrupt generation.ô 

41
 So those who welcomed 

his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were 
added.ò (Acts 2:40-41) 
 

Wouldnôt that be an amazing moment? To see 3000 people begin a life of discipleship? 
This story from Acts is part of the journey we will travel for the time leading us to Pente-
cost Sunday. As we celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior this Easter sea-
son, we will contemplate what it must have been like for this newly born church of the 
Way that began in Jerusalem and spread the Good News throughout the world ï a mis-
sion we still share today.  
 

This is a reality of our life together today. Much like the first Christians, we are in a 
strange new world, which isnôt always a comfortable place to be. Hall illustrates what we 
have been experiencing: the world has tried to move on without Godôs love revealed 
through Jesus Christ. 
 

I read Douglas John Hallôs book, The Cross in Our Context during my first year in Semi-
nary and it has had an ongoing influence on how I think about the mission of the church 
today. Late in his book, he has a chapter called ñOn Being Christian Todayò which has a 
first subheading that reads, ñDiscipleship in a Strange New Worldò. This is a reality of our 
life together today. Much like the first Christians, we are in a strange new world ï which 
isnôt always a comfortable place to be. Hall illustrates what we have been experiencing ï 
the world has tried to move on without Godôs love revealed through Jesus Christ.  
 

The ñStrange New Worldò we are experiencing is the same reality faced by the early 
church. Like them we will have to learn what it means to be an ñôapostolicô community ï a 
community sent out into the world.ò as Hall described it. As we journey away from the 
celebration of the empty tomb we will learn what it takes to see Jesus as we live our mis-
sion to ñshare Christôs loveò with a ñstrange new worldò. 

 

         With you on this journey, 
           

    Message from Pastor Cris 

Vacation Bible School Volunteer forms are now available on the youth bulletin board as 
well as on the church website www.zionmiddletown.org. Please turn your form in by Sunday, 
June 5th so we can do placements. Please consider volunteering in the following areas:  

help paint sets  
help at the registration table on the first day  
help with clean up on Friday, June 24th  
taking pictures throughout the week  
taking pictures on Monday, June 20th (pictures are taken of each youth to  

 be placed with a craft as a memento of their time with us)  
participating in one of the skits for a lesson 

 

Contact Ginger for more information, at gtrautman@zionmiddetown.org  

http://www.zionmiddletown.org
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Mother -Daughter  
Banquet  

 

The annual Mother-
Daughter Banquet will 
be held on Wednesday, 
May 4th at 6:30pm in 
the Social Room . Once 
again a very special program is 
planned. Tickets are $4.00  and will 
be available after all services on 
April 30th/May 1st.  See Bill Wil-
liams, Bob Pyles, or Audrey Boyer 
after each service.  

Congratulations to our  graduating  
 seniors:  

 
Linda Elizabeth Billotti (MHS) 

University of Maryland, Family Science 
 

Joshua Peter Glessner (MHS) 
Grove City College, Accounting 

 

Alisyn Brooke Henry (MHS) 
Frederick Community College, Nursing 

 

Kristen Neary (MHS) 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute 

and State University, Human Nutrition,  
Food and Exercise 

 

Benjamin Hagerty Nickey (MHS) 
Shippensburg University 

Criminal Justice and R.O.T.C. 
 

Julie Rockwell (MHS) 
Pennsylvania State University,  

Physical Therapy 
 

Robert Lee Staples, III (MHS) 
Hood College, Computer Science and  

Music Performance (Organ) 
 

Gary Robert Scott, Jr. (MHS) 
Frederick Community College 

Calling all High School Graduating Seniors and Your Families  
 

Join us Sunday, May 15
th
 at 10am in the Social Room as we honor our 

graduating seniors. The High School Sunday School class will host a  
reception for graduates and your families. For more information contact 
Ginger Trautman at gtrautman@zionmiddletown.org. 
 

Guest speaker, Julie Stecker  
Julie Stecker graduated from Messiah College in 2009 and is currently a senior at the  
Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg, studying Youth & Young Adult Ministry. In 
June, she will assume the role of Associate Director of Admissions at LTSG (so if you 
want to go to seminary, she's your girl!). In her spare time, she enjoys visiting family and 
friends in Baltimore, devouring good reads on her Kindle, and teaching herself how to 
play the ukulele. 

Do you have a student graduating 
from high school or college this 
year? Send his/her information to 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s @ zi o n m i d d l e 
town.org, and we will include it in the 
June Beacon. Thank you! 

 
 
 

All graduating high school  
seniors will be recognized at  

worship on Sunday, May 15th,  
during the 9am or 11am service.  

And this is my prayer, that your love may 
overflow more and more with knowledge 
and full insight.     ~Philippians 1:9  
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 Youth Yard Sale  
Saturday, May 21

st
  

8am to 1pm,  
Middletown Fire House  

 

As you do your spring cleaning please 
think of what items you can donate! We 
are accepting new or gently used items. 
Please do not bring broken items. TWO 
dates are scheduled for drop off at the 
youth house:  

Saturday, May 14
th

 10am-1:00pm  
Thursday, May 19

th
 3:30pm -7:30pm  

 

We are also looking for a couple people 
who are able to bring their trucks to the 
firehouse when the yard sale is over so 
we can take unsold items to Good Will. If 
you can drive your truck please contact 
Ginger, gtrautman@zionmiddletown.org  

 Message from Bishop Wolfgang Herz -Lane  
 

Dear Friends, 

  

I am not sure what Mary Magdalene and 
Mary and the others were thinking. Here they 
are, going to the tomb early on Sunday morn-
ing and having no idea how they would roll 
away the heavy stone and get access to Je-
sus' grave. But when they get there, the tomb 
is already open. There is no body. Jesus is 
gone. With God, all things are possible, and 
so this Jesus, this teacher and preacher who 
during his lifetime always did the unexpected, 
the unconventional, has one more sur-
prise.  And for us, the implications are enor-
mous. You see, if Jesus has been raised 
from the dead, then you and I will overcome 
death. In Jesus' resurrection, God has said a 
loud and final NO to sin and to death. God 
has said a loud and final NO to everything 
that stands between God and human be-
ings ... and God has said a life-changing, 
death-shattering, earthquake-producing YES 
to life. With Jesus' resurrection, God has 
rolled away that huge stone that blocks our 
lives and that keeps us from being in right re-
lationship with our creator and with one an-
other.  

           

My prayer for you this Easter is that you may 
again experience the joy of the resurrection 
that lifts every weight off our souls and live 
again in the sure knowledge that in Jesus 
Christ, God has claimed you forever.  

 Alleluia! Christ is risen. - Yes! Christ is 
risen indeed. Alleluia!  

  

    Peace and blessings, 
    Bishop Wolfgang 

As part of our summer program for 
our elementary and middle schoolers we 
will be working on the Garden of Hope, a 
garden that has been established next to 
our Green Street property. The food 
grown from this garden will be given 
to the food bank or families we know 
of who may be in need.    
 

In order to keep this garden healthy 
weôre looking for some tools that our 
youth and adults can use.  If you are 
able to donate hoes or garden gloves 
please contact Ginger, gtraut-
man@zionmiddletown.org.  

On May 21st/22nd...Synod -wide ñOffering of Thanksgiving and Praiseò 
 

Here is a challenge for our congregationéFor each person worshipping on May 
21st/ 22nd to donate $1 (or more!) and bring one can or package of food 
(canned tomatoes and vegetables; pasta mealsðbeef ravioli, spaghetti, meatballs, 

tuna, pork and beans, soup, dried pasta.) The money collected will be sent to the ELCA World 
Hunger Appeal; and the food will be distributed to the food pantries in the Ocean City area, 
during the synod assembly.  
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How Can I Serve?  

A Conversation with Mr. Mel Dageforde...  
 

What is included in the Archives?  
Zion has space in the lower level of the church that is specifically designated 
to preserve Zionôs past. According to Mel Dageforde, there is a collection of 
anything that is pertinent to the history of the congregation, going back to 
Zionôs earliest daysðstarting in 1740. The oldest book dates back to 1781, it 

includes records of births, marriages and deaths. It was originally written in German then 
translated to English (German was spoken here until the 1830ôs.) Over the last 20 years 
Mel has been organizing the ñcollectionòðwhich includes church records, council re-
cords, Sunday School records and pastoral histories. In the Archives youôll also find old 
German bibles, past newsletters, photographs, programs from special events held at 
Zion (at one point the Rhoderickôs Valley Register printed the booklets!), thank you notes 
and building blue prints.   
 

How did you start working with Archives?  
Mel got his start by simply asking the question one day about where the history of Zion 
was keptéand he got the job! Many of the records were kept at peopleôs homes, so it 
was a big job compiling all of it. At one point Mel wanted to see a published book on who 
is buried in Zionôs cemetery. His wish came true when Pat Fogle offered to do all of the 
work compiling the information. She went through the cemetery row by row recording 
who was buried there. All of this information is kept in the vault. 
 

When the addition was added space became available to add a work-
room next to the vault. The vault is humidity controlled and fireproof. 
Mel does have a group of volunteers to help out with the enormous task 
of organizing and categorizing stacks of items. Many thanks go to Gwen 
Bowlus, Audrey Boyer, Nancy Allen, Peggy Alexander, and (new to the 
Archives ñteamò) Bob Staples.  
 

What needs to be done next?  
Bob is helping Mel with computerized cataloging, with descriptions, of the items. Addi-
tional work needs to be done accounting for all of the pictures and items that are on dis-
play in the church. All of the records are put in bound books, this can be fairly expensive 
to have done. There are old items that are in need of repair, including a book written in 
the 1830ôs that has frayed edges and stitching that has come apart.  
 

Mel stated that his greatest wish would be to have Mr. Rhoderickôs history of Zion pub-
lished. The document is a collection of pastorsô notesðit is a work in progress at this 
point, because additional research is needed to complete it. He would also like to do 
more research on Zionôs role as a general hospital during the Civil War, by obtaining 
more Army information as to who passed through Zion when it was set up as a hospital.  
 

Many, many thanks to Mel Dageforde and his team of volunteers for all of 
their work--past, present and future--to preserve Zionôs history! Additional  
volunteers are welcome! If you would like to help please contact Dorothy at  
communications@zionmiddletown.org or 301-371-6500, x204. 
 

 

 

mailto:communications@zionmiddletown.org
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 Treasurerôs Report 

Audit Team Forming  
 

Do you have public accounting or auditing experience? Are you a CPA? We need you!  The 
Finance Committee is looking for a few additional members to serve on the newly formed 
ñaudit teamò. If you are interested, please contact Patty Yeager at 
ppyeager@msn.com or 301-293-9941 for additional information.   

       

Year-to-date March 31, 2011        

         

  Current  Building/  Local  Other      

  Ministry  Capital Expend  Benevolence  Designated  Total    

Income       120,756.40         18,712.20         11,571.19           6,446.62    157,486.41   

Expense       139,690.75         10,759.06           1,920.00           6,114.44    158,484.25   

             

Net Surplus (Deficit)       (18,934.35)           7,953.14           9,651.19              332.18         (997.84)   

             

              

Q: What is the status of the steeple 
fund? Did we collect enough money 
to pay for all the steeple repairs?   

 

A:    In 2008, Zionôs steeple sustained sig-
nificant damage during a storm. Zionôs 
Council, with congregational approval, 
decided to repair the steeple at a total 
cost of $93,770. Typically, building re-
pairs such as this are paid from the Capi-
tal Expenditures (formerly Building Fund) 
account. As this would have completely 
exhausted the fund, church leadership ini-
tiated a fundraising plan to supplement 
the expenses, a.k.a.  the  ñSteeple Fundò. 
 

Through the generosity of the people of 
Zion, from 2008 through 2011 $68,177.05 
has been donated specifically to the 
ñSteeple Fundò, including $9,261.05 

raised through the sale 
of steeple clocks. 
 

In short, did specific donations to the 
ñSteeple Fundò cover all the repair 
costs? No, but that was never the intent. 
Have all the expenses for the repair 
been paid? Yes through a combination of 
specifically earmarked ñSteeple fundò do-
nations ($68,177.05) and the remainder 
from the Capital Expenditures fund. 
 

As we now enjoy a beautifully repaired 

steeple and ample reserves in our Capi-

tal Expenditure fund, which as of March 

2011 has a balance of $90,406, leader-

ship feels the ñSteeple Fundò initiative is 

complete. Thank you to all for their gen-

erosity! 

 

 

mailto:ppyeager@msn.com
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During your Memorial Day celebrations 
this year please remember to save all 
aluminum cans for the youth fund-
raiser. Please turn in your cans under 
the overhang next to the youth 
house. Every Little Bit Helps! 

Remember the Food Bank when     
you do your weekly shopping. 

Council Meeting Highlights, April 2011:   

The Treasurer reported the YTD deficit and surplus.  
The Council heard staff reports from Pastor Kathy, John Seachrist, and Matt 
Puziss. 
Ginger Trautman reported that the Youth will be planting and maintaining a garden on 
the side lawn of the Green Street property this spring and summer. 
Council approved a motion to spend $16,000 on three items of repair:  

 capstone for the existing chimney, capstones on the gable walls and the top of the 
 Sunday School addition gable wall. 

Council approved a contract with Michael Kurtianyk to manage the Valley Register 
building. The contract will be paid through a commission on rental income.  
Council approved a motion to create a new Task Force to update our Constitution. 
The Pastors will lead this process. 
The Councilôs summer meeting will be held on Monday, August 8

th
. 

 
Dear Members,  
 

Please contact me or any Council member with questions regarding any of the above 
topics.   
 

And now I want to offer a huge THANK YOU to the many, many people involved with our 
Lenten and Holy Week services and activities at Zion. The meals, the mid-week services, 
the special music, the Holy Week worship opportunities, the Youth activities, and the 
Easter Sunday services only came about because of the hard work of Zionôs pastors, 
staff, musical groups, and lots and lots of volunteers!  Thank you to every person who 
contributed to Zionôs worship experiences throughout this season. You were a blessing to 
the members and visitors who attended each of those services and events. Reminder:  
We have a Forum scheduled for June 12

th
 to further discuss our new service 

schedule.   
 

        Blessings, 
        Dee Buchanan, Council President 

A little church humor:  
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Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  
1  Second Sunday of Easter 

 

9:00am Contemporary Worship 

 

10am New Members Class (GE) 1 of 4 

10am Christian Education for all ages 

 

11:00am Traditional Worship 

 

1-4pm Piano Recital & Reception (Sanc/

Social Room) 

7:00pm Childrenôs Choir rehearsal (MR) 

2 
1:30pm Staff Meeting (LL) 

 

4:30pm Body & Soul (SR)  

 

7:00pm Church Council (CR) 

 

7:00pm ñSame Life, New 

Storyò  

Ladies Bible Study (GE) 

3 

All day setup in Social Room 

and Kitchen for Mother-

Daughter Banquet 

 

9:00am Wisdom Seekers Bible 

Study (Living Library) 

 

7:00pm Handbells (MR) 

7:00pm Zion Knitters (Main 

Cup) 

 

4 

All day M-D Banquet set-up 

(Social Room) 

 

6:30am Youth Wake Up 

Wednesday Breakfast  

(GE/K) 

 

6pm Mother-Daughter Banquet  

and Program (Social Rm and 

Sanctuary) 

5 

7:00am Quilting (SR) 

11:30am Valley Seniors & Friends Lunch/

Program (SR) 

 

3-5:30pm Middle School Extnded Safe House 

(Youth House) 

5:30-6pm Pizza (YH) 

6-8pm Service Project @ Burrier Farm 

(Raindate is May 19th) 

 

7:00pm Senior Choir (MR) 

6 

7:00pm Contemporary Worship Team 

rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

 

7 

8:30am One God One Voice rehearsal (MR) 

9:30-12Noon OGOV Social Time (Soc Rm) 

 

6pm Evening Worship (Chapel) 

8  Third Sunday of Easter  

     Motherôs Day 

 

9:00am Contemporary Worship 

 

10am New Members Class (GE) 2 of 4 

10am Christian Education for all ages 

 

11:00am Traditional Worship 

 

7:00pm Childrenôs Choir rehearsal (MR) 

9 

1:30pm Staff Meeting (LL) 

 

7:00pm ñSame Life, New 

Storyò  

Ladies Bible Study (GE) 

 

10 

9:00am Wisdom Seekers Bible 

Study (LL) 

 

4:30pm Body & Soul (SR) 

 

7:00pm Handbells (MR) 

7:00pm Zion Knitters (Main 

Cup) 

 

11 

6:30am Youth Wake Up 

Wednesday Breakfast  

(GE/SR/K) 

 

7pm Contemporary Worship 

Team rehearsal (Sanc) 

 

7pm Zion Daughters Class 

Meeting (Social Room) 

12 

7:00am Quilting (SR) 

 

3-5:30pm Mid School Safe House (YH) 

 

4:30pm Body & Soul (SR) 

 

7:00pm Senior Choir (MR) 

13 

 

 

14 

One God One Voice rehearsals resume in Fall 

 

9am-12Noon  CPR/AED Class (MUMC) 

 

10am-1pm Yard Sale Drop-Off (YH) 

 

6pm Evening Worship (Chapel) 

15  Fourth Sunday of Easter 

 

9:00am Contemporary Worship 

 

10am New Members Class (GE) 3 of 4 

10am Reception for Graduating Seniors & 

Families (Social Room) 

10am Christian Education for all ages 

 

11:00am Traditional Worship 

 

7:00pm Childrenôs Choir rehearsal (MR) 

16 

1:30pm Staff Meeting (LL) 

 

7:00pm Grief 2 Hope (LL) 

 

7:00pm ñSame Life, New 

Storyò  

Ladies Bible Study (GE) 

 

7:00pm Finance Committee 

(CR) 

 

 

 

17 

9:00am Wisdom Seekers Bible 

Study (LL) 

 

4:30pm Body & Soul (SR) 

 

6:00pm VBS Meeting (CR) 

 

7:00pm Handbells (MR) 

7:00pm Zion Knitters (Main 

Cup) 

 

18 

6:30am Youth Wake Up 

Wednesday Breakfast  

(GE/SR/K) 

 

7pm Contemporary Worship 

Team rehearsal (Sanc) 

19 

7:00am Quilting (SR) 

 

11:30am Valley Seniors & Friends Lunch/

Program (SR) 

 

3-5:30pm Mid School Safe House (YH) 

 

3:30-7:30pm Yard Sale Drop-Off (YH) 

 

4:30pm Body & Soul (SR) 

20 

 
21 

8am-1pm Youth Yard Sale (Fire Hall) 

 

9am-6pm  Private Event (Soc Room/Kitchen) 

 

6pm Evening Worship (Chapel) 

22   Fifth Sunday of Easter 

PASTOR KATHY 

 

9:00am Contemporary Worship 

 

10am New Members Reception/Sharing 

Ministry Forum (Social Room) 

10am Christian Education for all ages 

 

11:00am Traditional Worship 

 

12N Work Camp Mandatory Mtg (SR) 

2:30pm One God One Voice Concert @ 

Christ Reformed UCC 

7:00pm Childrenôs Choir end of year 

Party (MR) 

23  

1:30pm Staff Meeting (LL) 

 

7:00pm ñSame Life, New 

Storyò  

Ladies Bible Study (GE) 

24 

9:00am Wisdom Seekers Bible 

Study (LL) 

 

4:30pm Body & Soul (SR) 

 

7:00pm Handbells (MR) 

7:00pm Zion Knitters (Main 

Cup) 

 

25 

6:30am Youth Wake Up 

Wednesday Breakfast  

(GE/SR/K) 

 

7pm Contemporary Worship 

Team rehearsal (Sanc) 

26 

7:00am Quilting (SR) 

 

3-5:30pm Mid School Safe House (YH) 

 

4:30pm Body & Soul (SR) 

 

7:00pm Senior Choir (MR) 

27 28 

 

6pm Evening Worship (Chapel) 

 

 

 

(No Menôs Breakfast this month) 

29   Sixth Sunday of Easter 

PASTOR KATHY 

 

9:00am Contemporary Worship 

 

10am Christian Education for all ages 

 

11:00am Traditional Worship  

 

30 MEMORIAL DAY  

Church offices closed 
 

 

31 
8am Beacon Mailers Grp (CR) 

9:00am Wisdom Seekers Bible 

Study (LL) 

4:30pm Body & Soul (SR) 

7:00pm Handbells (MR) 

7:00pm Zion Knitters (Main 

Cup) 
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7pm Contemporary Worship 

Team rehearsal (Sanc) 

19 

7:00am Quilting (SR) 

 

11:30am Valley Seniors & Friends Lunch/

Program (SR) 

 

3-5:30pm Mid School Safe House (YH) 

 

3:30-7:30pm Yard Sale Drop-Off (YH) 

 

4:30pm Body & Soul (SR) 

20 

 
21 

8am-1pm Youth Yard Sale (Fire Hall) 

 

9am-6pm  Private Event (Soc Room/Kitchen) 

 

6pm Evening Worship (Chapel) 

22   Fifth Sunday of Easter 

PASTOR KATHY 

 

9:00am Contemporary Worship 

 

10am New Members Reception/Sharing 

Ministry Forum (Social Room) 

10am Christian Education for all ages 

 

11:00am Traditional Worship 

 

12N Work Camp Mandatory Mtg (SR) 

2:30pm One God One Voice Concert @ 

Christ Reformed UCC 

7:00pm Childrenôs Choir end of year 

Party (MR) 

23  

1:30pm Staff Meeting (LL) 

 

7:00pm ñSame Life, New 

Storyò  

Ladies Bible Study (GE) 

24 

9:00am Wisdom Seekers Bible 

Study (LL) 

 

4:30pm Body & Soul (SR) 

 

7:00pm Handbells (MR) 

7:00pm Zion Knitters (Main 

Cup) 

 

25 

6:30am Youth Wake Up 

Wednesday Breakfast  

(GE/SR/K) 

 

7pm Contemporary Worship 

Team rehearsal (Sanc) 

26 

7:00am Quilting (SR) 

 

3-5:30pm Mid School Safe House (YH) 

 

4:30pm Body & Soul (SR) 

 

7:00pm Senior Choir (MR) 

27 28 

 

6pm Evening Worship (Chapel) 

 

 

 

(No Menôs Breakfast this month) 

29   Sixth Sunday of Easter 

PASTOR KATHY 

 

9:00am Contemporary Worship 

 

10am Christian Education for all ages 

 

11:00am Traditional Worship  

 

30 MEMORIAL DAY  

Church offices closed 
 

 

31 
8am Beacon Mailers Grp (CR) 

9:00am Wisdom Seekers Bible 

Study (LL) 

4:30pm Body & Soul (SR) 

7:00pm Handbells (MR) 

7:00pm Zion Knitters (Main 

Cup) 

    

 

Key to locations: 

GEðGardenôs Edge, lower-level 

SRðSocial Room, lower-level 

KðKitchen, lower-level 

YHðYouth House, on W Green St 

MRðMusic Room, main level rear 

SancðSanctuary, main level front 

LLðLiving Library, main level rear 

May 2011 
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Lectionary Text For  
The Month of May: 

 

April 30/May 1: Second Sunday of Easter 

    Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
    John 20:19-31 
 

May 7/8:   Third Sunday of Easter 

    Acts 2:14a, 36-41 
    Luke 24:13-35 
 

May 14/15:  Fourth Sunday of Easter 

    Acts 2:42-47 
    John 10:1-10 
 

May 21/22:  Fifth Sunday of Easter 

    Acts 7:55-60      
    John 14:1-14 
 

May 28/29:  Sixth Sunday of Easter 

    Acts 17:22-31 
    John 14:15-21  

é Grow In Faith 

10 

G ARDEN õS E DGE  

The GardenôsEdge caf® is a place of learning 
and discovery as we encourage adults to 
grow in faith in new ways. If you donôt have a 
home for the Sunday morning Christian Ed 
hour, grab your spouse or a friend and spend 
some time at the GardenôsEdge. 

Save the dateé 
 

June 18th/19th.  
Worship in the Park 

and more.  
Watch for more  

details.  
 

Zion Daughters' Sunday School 
Class will be holding their Spring 
Meeting on May 11th at 7pm in the 
Social Room.  Please plan on attend-
ing, if able. Questions? Call Donna 
Jean Brandenburg at 301 -371-5139.     

Same Life, New Story  
Womenôs Bible Study 

 

Move from what ñISò to what ñCAN BEò 
by changing how we think and talk to 
ourselves using powerful character 
studies of ten women from scripture, 
as well as modern-day stories. This 10 
session study continues in 
May:  Mondays*, 7pm, in 
the Gardenôs Edge café 
(enter through the social 
room). Contact Karen Hollis, 
301-371-9577 for more information. 
(*No meeting on Memorial Day.) 

Nursery òWish Listó 
The nursery is in need of a new or 

gently used packðn- play . If you have 

one to donate please contact Ginger.  

 

Vacation Bible School 
Mission Project  

 

Each year as part of our VBS program 
we like to introduce the kids to mission 
work and the many ways that can hap-
pen. This year we will be working with 
Trinity Lutheran Church in Manhattan, 
NY. Our theme for VBS revolves around 
New York and we thought it would a 
neat mission to actually CONNECT with 
another Lutheran church. Details as to 
how we will partner with this congrega-
tions and ways you can help will fol-
low. Watch the Christian Ed bulletin 
board for more information. 
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...And Serve Others.  

11 

New Member Reception and  
Sharing Forum  

 

If youôd like to learn more about what it 
means to be a member of Zion, please 
come to the GardenôsEdge caf® be-
ginning on May 1st, at 10am . We will 
spend time together learning about our 
Lutheran heritage and what it means to 
be a community of faith.  
 

Topics include: 
À May 1stðBaptism 

À May 8thðCommunion 

À May 15thðThe Bible 
 

New Members Received  

  

On Sunday, May 22
nd

, new members 
and existing members will join together 
for an opportunity to learn how to con-
nect with Zionôs mission, and also wel-
come our new members with a time of 
fellowship and refreshments.  

 

We will receive new 
members that day at both 
services. 

Summer Camp Scholarships are avail-
able for ALL Zion Lutheran Church 
members attending Ma Lu Ridge and 
other Lutheran camps this  
summer. Please contact  
Ginger Trautman for more  
information.  

    STEWARDSHIP NEWS 
 

Are you a giver? Or are you best 
described as a taker? The happiest and 
most content people generously give of 
themselves and their possessions. The 
least happy people are self-centered and 
obsessed with their possessions. Jesus 
said that we are to serve others.  An ex-
cellent way to do so is through our gifts of 
money, time and talents.  Cheerful givers 
can be assured of Godôs peace and joy 
on earth, and eternal rewards in Heaven. 
We pray that all of us at Zion will freely 
share the blessings God has given us, 
trusting Him to provide all of our needs. 

Drivers Needed for  
Afternoon VBS  

 

We will once again be hosting an after-
noon VBS for our middle and high 
schoolers the week of June 20

th
 to 23

rd
. 

We generally leave the church around 
12:45pm and return no later than 
4:30pm . We are in need of drivers/
chaperones.  We have not defined the 
schedule for the week as to where we 
are going but please watch the youth 
bulletin board for more information.  
 

Please contact Ginger Trautman if 
youôre available to help one or more 
days: gtrautman@zionmiddletown.org. 

 

Mark your calendaré 
 

Evening Worship on  
Saturday, June 11th  

 
On this Saturday, Evening 
Worship will be held in the 
GardenôsEdge caf® at 6pm. We will 
start with dinner at 5pm. Please join 
us for a ñPotluck Gatheringò in the 

Social Room.  

mailto:gtrautman@zionmiddletown.org
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Valley Seniors and Friends lunches..  
All community seniors in the Middle-
town Valley and surrounding areas are 
welcome to attend the lunches. Please 
call Sue McDermott, 301-371-6929, by 
Monday before the lunch to reserve 
your meal.  
 

When: 1st and 3rd Thursday/month, 
11:30am (May 5th and 19th)  
Where:  Zionôs Social Room 

Cost:    $5.00 per person 

 

May 5th: ñTrolleys through the Heart 
of Maryland ò is a 40 minute narrated 
slide presentation about the Hagerstown 
and Frederick Railway. Learn how the H & 
F grew from a small trolley line, started by 
farmers and merchants in the Middletown 
Valley, to eventually become Allegheny 
Power. Yes, folks, the first power plant 
was at Hollow Road, at Fountaindale. 
There was a two-story brick schoolhouse 
where the cemetery is today, and a trolley 
station and car barn on Greene Street. 
Hard to believe, but it was all here in 1911! 

Ministry Opportunities  
___ Yes, I can help on Sunday morning with coffee and donuts: __setup __cleanup.  
___ Yes, I would like to be a Vacation Bible School volunteer. 
___ Yes, I can drive for afternoon VBS Adventures events. 
___ Yes, I would like more information on becoming a Care Responders volunteer. 
___ Yes, I am interested in helping with Archives. 
___ Yes, I can help a half or whole day at the Wednesday summer program  
 
NAME: ______________________________________________________________ 
 

PHONE or E-MAIL: ____________________________________________________ 
 

 

We want to wish all who are 
celebrating a birthday this 
month a very  
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!  

Take time out for family!  
 

Zion has purchased Hershey 
Park tickets at a significant 
discount and we want to pass 
that savings on to you. THIS IS NOT A 
FUNDRAISER! Our hope is that you will 
take time out of your busy schedules to 
celebrate your family. Regular Tickets 
(ages 9-54) $29.50 (normally $53.95), 
Junior/Senior Tickets (ages 3-8 & 55-69) 
$25.00 (normally $32.95). Tickets can be 
used any time during Hershey Parkôs 
normal 2011 summer season.  
 

Tickets have almost run out so you 
must respond quickly.  If youôre inter-
ested in purchasing tickets grab a Her-
shey Park ticket form on the youth bulle-
tin board or contact Ginger at 301-371-
6500. Tickets are first come, first served 
and must be paid for at time of pick-
up. **Tickets can be reserved and held 
for 24 hours only .**Checks made pay-
able to: Zion Lutheran Church.    

One God One Voice  
Spring Concert   

òRequiemó by Faur®  
May 22nd, 2:30pm  

Christ Reformed Church,  
Middletown  
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With our deepest sympathy we keep in 
our thoughts and prayers the family 

and friends of:  
 

Gwen Dallyn   
(mother of Carol Christensen)  

Catherine Schroyer  
(sister-in -law of Leah & Elvin and  

Dorothy Schroyer, wife of  
Russell W. Schroyer)  

Polly Sorensen  
(sister of Greta Huffer)  

Franklin Anders  
(community member)  

Bernadetta Brandenburg   
(community member)  

Andrew Garman  
  (community member)  

Congratulations On Your  
First Communion  

 

Peyton Landon Hollis  
Tyler Mattison Hollis  

 
 

    Congratulations on the births of:       
 

Tobias Cole Deavers  

Son of Amy and Bill Deavers  

Grandson of David and Kathy Huffer,  

Great -grandson of Greta Huffer,  

and Great grandson of  

Nancy and Kenny Reeder 
 

William Michael Rhoderick  

Son of Brad and Shannon Rhoderick,  

Grandson of Paul and Mary Rhoderick  

The family of Winnie Summers would like 
to express our appreciation for the love 
and support extended to us during 
motherôs difficult times and  passing.  
 

We would like to thank the pastors, staff 
and members of the congregation for all 
the love, prayers and words of condo-
lence you have sent to us. We greatly ap-
preciate all the beautiful cards, flowers 
and food that so many of you sent. Your 
loving support has helped us through 
our loss and given us the faith and 
strength to carry on.  We feel very 
blessed and thank the Lord that we 
belong to such a caring community.   
 

~The Winnie Summers Family  

Zion Church has been blessed with sev-
eral volunteers in recent weeks who 
have donated their time, talents, and ma-
terials to turn the small kitchenette in 
Pastor Crisô office into the adjacent hall-
way. Wayne Ahalt, Gil Stroup, George 
Harne, Jack Boglitsch, Lee Ropp, James 
Rudy and Fred Rudy were the faithful 
workers to complete this project. Pastor 
Cris now has a long awaited private of-
fice, and the coffee pot is now easily 
available during the week for meetings. 
 

Thank you, skilled workers. 
Your generosity has not 
gone unnoticed! May our 
Lord bless you for shar-
ing your gifts with Zion. 

 

~Pat Rudy 

Thank you to everyone that helped 
out during Lent and Holy  Week...at 
the meals and worship services; with 
music, choirs, liturgical dance, altar 
flowers, the community cross and 
Easter egg hunt, palms, palm 
crosses and delivering gifts for our 
special friends. Everyoneôs efforts 
are appreciated!  


