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… As a people of God, we are sent to share Christ’s l ove,  
grow in faith, and serve others.  

Marked for Life  
 
Dear Friends in Christ,  
 

Beginning Ash Wednes-
day, February 25th and continuing 
for the next 6 weeks, all people of Zion Lu-
theran Church are asked to dwell in the 
Word of God by studying the Gospel of 
Mark. 
 

On Wednesday evenings at 7:00 Pastor 
Mark Vitalis Hoffman, Associate professor 
of Biblical Studies at Gettysburg Seminary, 
will present a teaching sermon in the con-
text of the worship service. On the following 
Sunday Pastor Mark will follow up with a 
more in-depth study of his Wednesday 
presentation. 
 

Also on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 chil-
dren ages 2 through 5th grade will be learn-
ing the stories about Jesus through activi-
ties, songs, games and crafts. 
 

On Sunday mornings our 8th and 9th grade 
Confirmation classes will also be studying 
the Gospel of Mark learning the story of Je-
sus and discovering what it means for them 
each day. 
 

Each Sunday through Lent, study guides for 
the Book of Mark will be made available for 
individual and small group study. 
 

The Gospel of Mark begins this way: 
 

The beginning of the good news of  
Jesus Christ, the Son of God…. 

 

Perhaps this is a beginning for you. Be-
gin by picking up your Bible and read a 
powerful story of the One who will take 
you on a journey of a lifetime, an adven-
ture that leads you through all the 
chances and changes of life and onto 
eternal life. In these difficult times of eco-
nomic challenges we see many signs of 
decline and even death. As followers of 
Christ, however, we are reminded that 
we are instead, not captive to death but 
“Marked for Life.” 
 
 Together in Christ, 
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Inclement Weather Reminder...  

Please call our prerecorded phone system (301-
371-6500) for cancellation information.   

 

Lenten Worship Schedule 
 
 

Wednesday, March 4:  Midweek  - ” The Plot Thickens:   
     Conflict  and Controversy in Jesus’ Ministry  ”  
   6:15 pm   Lenten Supper (Social Room)  
   7:00 pm   Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
   7:00 pm   Children’s program (ages 2 to Grade 5) Social Room 
 
Wednesday, March 11:  Midweek - ” With Friends Like These...: 
     The Disciples in the Gospel of Mark ”  
   6:15 pm   Lenten Supper (Social Room)  
   7:00 pm   Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
   7:00 pm   Children’s program (ages 2 to Grade 5) Social Room 
 

Wednesday, March 18:  Midweek -  ” Will The Real Jesus Please Rise Up:    
     The Mystery of Jesus’ Identity ”  
   6:15 pm   Lenten Supper (Social Room)  
   7:00 pm   Worship Service  
   7:00 pm   Children’s program (ages 2 to Grade 5) Social Room 
 

Wednesday, March 25:  Midweek  -  ”Another Fine Mes s:  The Passion of Jesus”  
   6:15 pm   Lenten Supper (Social Room)  
   7:00 pm   Worship Service  
   7:00 pm   Children’s program (ages 2 to Grade 5) Social Room 
 

Wednesday, April 1:  Midweek -  ” You Never Can Tell:  The Resurrection of Jesus ”  
   6:15 pm   Lenten Supper (Social Room)  
   7:00 pm   Worship Service   
   7:00 pm   Children’s program (ages 2 to Grade 5) Social Room 
 
 

Thursday, April 9:   Maundy Thursday  
  12:00 noon   Worship Service with Holy Communion   
   7:00 pm   Worship Service with Holy Communion (First Communion) 
 
Friday, April 10:   Good Friday 
  9:00 am   Morning Prayer Service 
 12:00 noon   Noon Prayer Service w/Community Cross 
   7:00 pm   Tenebrae - Worship Service 
   9:00 pm    Compline - Worship Service w/Community Cross 
 
Saturday, April 11:   Easter Vigil 
    6:00 pm   Easter Vigil Service with  Holy Communion 
 
Sunday, April 12:   Easter Sunday—The Resurrection of Our Lord 
   6:30 am   Sunrise Service with Holy Communion (start in Garden) 
   8:15 am   Festival Services with Holy Communion 
 10:45 am   Festival Services with Holy Communion   

�����
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Easter and Spring  
Chocolates for Sale 

 

The youth will be making and sell-
ing religious and spring chocolates 

during the month of March.  You can pick 
up an order form on the youth bulletin 
board or see a youth on Sundays in the 
chapel hallway or at Wednesday Lenten 
services to place an order.  Samples to 
view will be available at all those 
times.  Pick up of orders will be after ser-
vices on Palm Sunday, April 5th.  We will 
have milk chocolate, white chocolate, and 
sugar free of each kind.  Prices range from 
$1-$2.  Profits from this sale will benefit 
the Gathering trip to New Orleans.  For 
more information or if you have questions 
please contact Ginger Trautman.  Orders 
are due no later than noon on Sunday, 
March 29 th.  No exceptions. 

Community Cross 
 

During the last week of March, you will notice a cross erected out by our 
church sign. This is our “Community Cross.”   It will stand through the 
end of Easter week. The cross will be erected for anyone - including the 
entire community - who has prayers, burdens or anything that they 
would like to "nail to the Cross of Christ."  
 

HE has said, "Come to me, all you that are weary an d are carrying heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest.."            ~Ma tthew 11:28 
 

During Holy Week (April 5-10) we have all the opportunity to come, write your 
prayers,  concerns or any burden that you are carrying and leave it at the Cross. 
Nails and paper will be available by the cross for you to use.  
 

Then watch and see the transformation of the cross on Easter Sunday; see how 
Christ takes your burdens and turns them into something beautiful.  For more in-
formation please contact Ginger Trautman. 

Please see Easter Lily Order 
Form on pg 16.  All Easter Lily 
Orders are due by Sunday, 
March 22nd.   

Mark your calendar...... 
 

Easter Egg Hunt 
Saturday, April 11th 

4:30-5:30pm 
 

All Are Welcome!! 

Good Friday Services 
 

In addition to our regular Tene-
brae Service at 7 pm, we will have 
a blending of two very old tradi-
tions on Good Friday. Following 

parts of the traditions of daily prayer, 
we will be journeying through “The Stations 
of the Cross” at three different times 
throughout the day. The community cross 
will be part of our noon and 9pm services. 
Watch for more details to come! 
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I want to take this opportu-
nity to express my sincere 
gratitude for all we have ex-
perienced together in my 
time at Zion. The recent de-
cision to continue our part-

nership into next year has added a new 
joyful dynamic to our ministry together. 
Words cannot express my excitement 
about continuing our work together.  
 

Although I am growing more comfort-
able with visiting,  I would still love to 
have you help me with scheduling. I 
have put a calendar on the table out-
side the office (it is there now as you 
read this – trust me) and I hope you will 
help me have the opportunity to learn 
more about your journey. 
 

   -���������� �

�����������	��
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Q.  I was wondering…What are Vicar 
Cris’ plans with the US Navy?  
 
Vicar Cris:  Some of you may be wonder-
ing what my continuing ministry with Zion 
means for my call to chaplaincy in the 
Navy. I had never intended to pursue ac-
tive duty in the Navy as opposed to minis-
try in the congregation. I feel a strong call 
to both congregational ministry and Navy 
chaplaincy. I have always intended to pur-
sue chaplaincy as a reservist – meaning I 
will be serving the required number of 
days each year – the proverbial “1 week-
end a month (which for me wouldn’t be an 
actual weekend) and 2 weeks a year”. Of 
course, I will be facing the reality of being 
called up for active duty as needed, and I 
cannot assume what that will mean for my 
ministry, because I have yet to experience 
it. Please feel free to ask me any ques-
tions you have about this aspect of my 
plans for ministry. Remember though, I 
don’t have too many answers, yet – I ex-
pect much will be clearer when I graduate 
from Navy Chaplaincy Basic Training in 
July. 

	��������
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Wedding Assistants at Zion 
 

Do you love weddings?  Are you willing 
to represent Zion while also helping 
couples make their special day go 
smoothly? Being a Wedding Assistant 
means a small commitment of time but 
provides a large service to the congre-

gation.  Contact Office Man-
ager, Gayla Magnus, gmag-
nus@zionmiddletown.org or 
301-371-6500 for more in-

formation and training. 

Church Treasurer Position 
 
 

The Personnel Committee is beginning 
preliminary work on the hiring of a new 
Church Treasurer.  Members interested in 
applying for the position of Church Treas-
urer at Zion Church, please contact Nancy 
G o r d o n ,  3 0 1 - 3 7 1 - 6 1 3 7  o r 
NLG45@aol.com and include a current re-
sume. 

Altar Guild Meeting 
 

The Altar Guild will meet, Saturday, 
April 4th at 9:00am in the Conference 
Room. 
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Worship Services  
on CD - Update 

 

Zion Lutheran Church now has the 
ability to record worship services!   

 

How many times have you been unable to 
attend a service and wished you could 
have enjoyed the music, heard the sermon 
or joined in prayer?  Maybe a child or 
grandchild was baptized, a confirmation 
was made … but you just could not be 
present.  Now you can receive a copy to  
enjoy at home! 
 

This new ministry is available to you but 
we need to know of your interest .  
Please contact Peggy Alexander (301-
371-6823) or Gayla Magnus (301-371-
6500) for your copy. 

God Rocks... 
“Seeds of Promise” 

 
Please 'Save the Date' for the 

upcoming outreach event "Seeds of 
Promise" (aka "God Rock's") sponsored by 
the SHOUT Committee.  "Seeds of Prom-
ise" will take place on May 17th, 2009 at 
the Middletown Volunteer Fire Company 
Carnival grounds . The festivities will begin 
at 11:30am and continue into the after-
noon.  Activities and entertainment will be 
provided for all ages.  Please stay tuned to 
upcoming details about this event in the 
Beacon and bulletin announcements. 

God’s Economic and Spiritual Stimulus Plan 
 

 Let’s talk about tithing.  Some might say, “Pastor this is not a good time to 
talk about this.  People are afraid of the future.  They are afraid of losing their 
jobs.” 
 

That’s my main point.  People are afraid.  That’s the reason the economy is in 
such bad shape.  As long as we are afraid to buy, invest or give, the economy is going to 
stay in trouble.  God’s plan is that we should not live in fear.  God has provided the ne-
cessities of life to us in the past.  Will He not provide for us in the future? 
 

So let’s talk about tithing.  Tithing is not just a law in the bible.  Tithing is an opportunity to 
tangibly show our trust and faith in God.  Giving away ten percent of our income in the 
midst of a recession may seem ludicrous, but when we do it our whole perspective 
changes from one of fear to one of faith. 
 

We need to give, not because God needs our money, but because when we start to do 
so meaningfully, our lives begin to be an extension of our faith and a response to the 
gospel.  Then our lives take on new confidence, meaning and purpose.  We find hope not 
in new government programs, but in the Lord. 
 

Perhaps during this Lenten season, we might try tithing and see what our experience is 
like.   In my forty-five years of pastoral experience, I have personally not known anyone 
who has not had a good experience in tithing. 
 

May all of you have a blessed and meaningful Lent and may you be marked with the 
cross of Christ forever. 

                                                      In Christ, 
                                                 Pastor Phil Fogarty 
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Congregation Council Meeting Highlights,  
February 2, 2009  

 

1. Copier Needs:  Due to increased printing demands, the office copier will 
be replaced, moving that copier to the lower level for church member use 
(committees, Sunday School materials, etc.) 

2. Council received an update on Zion’s website, with plans to improve navi-
gational weaknesses and incorporating critical ministries (Worship and Music, and Chil-
dren, Youth and Family). 

3. Council approved a recommendation from the Associate Pastor Call Committee (now 
the Internship Support Committee) to postpone the call process and hire Vicar Cris 
Frigm on a part-time basis, beginning in September while he completes his final year at 
Gettysburg Seminary.  Pastor Fogarty would continue as Assistant to the Pastor, Part-
Time. 

4. Listening and Learning Sessions are scheduled for February.  Members are encouraged 
to attend a session to provide input on core ministry areas (worship, education, fellow-
ship and mission). 

5. January budget information showed that expenses exceeded income for the month. 
6. Council members will participate in a retreat on Sunday afternoon, March 22nd where 

they will review summaries from the Listening and Learning Sessions to assist in plan-
ning. 

7. Committee Liaisons from council were assigned:  Cemetery Board, Chris Derr; Christian 
Education, Pat Staples: Christian Fellowship, Greta Huffer; Finance, Jim Huckleberry; 
Personnel, Nancy Gordon; Property, Brian Carlstrom & Gary Scott; Shout, Lois Minchoff 
& Mike Gregory; Stewardship, Gil Stroup; Worship and Music, Dee Buchanan & Ken 
Lichtenberger; Youth, Alissa Burrall, Brian Carlstrom & Jessica Smith  

8.Council reappointed Desarie Gregory, Financial Secretary, Greta Huffer, Council Secre-
tary, and Nancy Gordon, Recording Secretary. 

	��������
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Treasurer’s Report 
January 2009 

     Year-To-Date  
Operating Income   $ 34,965.27 
Operating Expense    (44,632.98) 
 

Income Surplus/(Deficit)  $ (9,667.71)  

Purchase New Hymnals  
and Pew Bibles 

 
The Music and Worship Plan-
ning/Seasonal Focus group 
along with Council approved  the purchase 
of the ELW (Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
Book) and companion Bible for placement 
in the church pews for use during worship 
services.  The ELW and Bible will be used  
in the future during worship services for 
hymns and to reference the lessons and 
gospel readings.  The ELW Hymnal and 
Pew Bibles Order Form (pg 7) is to be used 

to purchase hymnals or Bibles in memory/
honor of your loved ones/friends, etc.  
Please place the completed form in John 
Seachrist’s mailbox outside the Church of-
fice.   If you would like to  retrieve  hym-
nals you purchased previously, old hym-
nals will be placed in the hallway outside 
the Music Room for a few weeks.  If you 
would like to take any of the hymnals, 
please do so. 
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NAME: _______________________________________________________________ 
 

PHONE: ________________________  E-MAIL:  _______________________ 
 

 NUMBER OF PEW BIBLES you would like to purchase: _____   x  $14.00 
 

 NUMBER OF ELW HYMNALS you would like to purchase: _____  x  $20.00 
 

 TOTAL ENCLOSED (cash or check payable to Zion Lutheran Church)    $_________ 

Pew Bible 
ELW Hymnal 

   _________________________________________________________________ 
          In Honor or In Memory of (please circle one) 
 
   _________________________________________________________________ 
          Given By  (please PRINT your name clearly as you would like it to appear) 

Fair Trade Shop at Zion  — Easter Weekend 
 
Zion Lutheran Church in conjunction with Mar-Lu-Ridge will be holding a Fair 
Trade shop starting 4:30pm on Saturday April 11th and ending after all 
worship services on Easter Sunday, April 12th. Fair Trade crafts from all over the 
world such as Jewelry, Baskets, Coffee, Chocolate, and gift items will be available for 
sale.  The weeks before Easter we will be serving Fair Trade coffee for our coffee and 
fellowship time.   
 

Frequently Asked Questions or FAQ’s :   
What is Fair Trade?  Fair Trade is a program where people from third world countries are 
given fair prices for products to help support their lives and culture without exploitation.   
 

Why should we do this?  “By selling through Fair Trade, farmers and artisans build a better 
future for themselves, their families and their communities.  By supporting Fair Trade, we 
make choices in line with our religious beliefs and affirm human dignity by promoting fair 
wages, children’s rights, women’s rights, the right to organize, environmental rights and in-
digenous rights.”  (see Lutheran World Relief website, www.lwr.org)   
 

What is the financial cost or benefit for Zion?  This is not a money making venture for 
Zion but a means of outreach to help others in Third World Countries.  There will be no cost 
and no financial benefit for Zion.  Zion is participating in this project as a fundraiser for Mar-
Lu Ridge Camp and Conference Center with 10% of proceeds from the sales going to them.  

 

Where can I get more information?  Go to the Lutheran World Relief website at 
www.lwr.org and click on the “fair trade” tab for an overview as well as information 
on the coffee, chocolate and crafts programs.   
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First Communion Retreat at Mar-Lu-Ridge 
March 27th/28th 

 

Note:  Registration extended to March 15th  
 

All children in first through fifth grades who are preparing to receive their 
first communion or have recently celebrated their first communion are invited to a First 
Communion Retreat at Mar-Lu-Ridge on March 27th/28th.   The cost of the retreat is 
$60.  The church will pay $30 for each participant.  Parents are encouraged to attend 
with their child(ren) but it is not required.  (Chaperones from the church will be attend-
ing.)   The deadline to register is Sunday, March 15th .  NOTE:  The retreat is optional, 
as a means to enhance your child’s first communion experience, but is not necessary to 
receive First Communion at Zion.   
 

Experience the Biblical foundations of Holy Communion during this fun-filled retreat.  
Sense what the Last Supper was like as you’ll participate in a Passover Seder, bread 

making and more.  For questions/to register, 
call Ginger Trautman at 301-371-6500.  

 
First Communion  

Schedule 
 

 

March 27th/28th:  (see below optional) 
     First Communion Retreat  
   @ Mar-Lu-Ridge  
 
 

March 29th @ 9:30-10:30am:   
     First Communion class at Zion 
 

For all who are looking to receive their First 
Communion on Maundy Thursday, there will 
be a required class, Sunday March 29th 
during the Sunday school hour in the sanc-
tuary. Questions or to sign up, please call 
the church office at 301-371-6500.     
 

Maundy Thursday,  April 9th @ 7:30pm:   
     Receive First Communion  
 
If you have any questions, please call 
Pastor Kathy or Ginger Trautman at 301-
371-6500. 

Mark your calendar...... 

Vacation Bible School 2009  
June 22nd - 26th  

9:00am-12:00noon 

VBS 2009 - Crocodile Dock  
Where fearless kids shine 

God’s Light 
  
We invite anyone interested in 
the planning of VBS or those interested 
in helping during VBS to join us on Sun-
day, March 29 th after the 10:45 service 
in the social room to learn more about 
this year’s Crocodile Dock VBS.  Come 
hear the music, learn about the theme, 
and hear ways you can help us make 
this the best Vacation Bible school for 
the kids in our community.  Come learn 
how you can help take our church on an 
exciting bayou adventure!  For more in-
formation contact Ginger Trautman at 
301-371-6500. 

���������	
��
�����	
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Lectionary Text 
For March 

 
 

Are you interested in reading and re-
flecting on the Lectionary Text each 
week?  Below are the Gospel texts for 
each week through March:   

 
 

Feb 28/Mar1:    1st Sunday in Lent 
        Mark 1:9-15 
 

Mar 7/8:      2nd Sunday in Lent 
       Mark 8:31-38 
 

Mar 14/15:      3rd Sunday in Lent 
       John 2:13-22 
 

Mar 21/22:      4th Sunday in Lent 
       John 3:14-21 
 

Mar 28/Mar29:  5thSunday in Lent 
        John 12:20-33 

���������	
��
�����	

Update on the ELCA and the  
Statement on Human Sexuality 

 
The 15-member Task Force for the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA) Studies on Sexuality released 
Feb. 19 "Human Sexuality:  Gift and Trust" 
-- a proposed social statement on human 
sexuality. The 2009 ELCA Churchwide As-
sembly -- the chief legislative body of the 
church -- is expected to consider the so-
cial statement for adoption as an official 
statement Aug. 17-23 in Minneapolis. The 
task force also released a "Report and 
Recommendation on Ministry Policies" to 
the 2009 Churchwide Assembly regarding 
the professional leadership of the church. 
 

For more information you may go to http://
www.elca.org/faithfuljourney. 
Information will also be made available in 
the racks by the church office and chapel. 
An adult forum with opportunity for discus-
sion will be offered soon. Watch for more 
details. 

WANTED:   gently used coffee 
table and/or end tables 
(contact Ginger Trautman) 

Christian Education  
Committee 

 

Are you interested in help-
ing chart the direction of Christian Educa-
tion at Zion?  If you would like to be in-
volved in this ministry, please call Ginger 
Trautman at 301-371-6500.  Committee 
meetings are the 3rd Monday of each 
month.   

 

Education Opportunities  
Updates for March 

 
 

Wednesdays: 
NOTE:  Pastor’s 1:30pm Bible Study 
will not be held during the month of 
March.   

 

NOTE:  Women on the Run  
will be cancelled during the 
month of March due to the 
evening Midweek Lenten Ser-
vices.  Women on the Run will 

resume after Easter. 
 
 

Sundays 9:30-10:30am:   
“ Marked for Life” Adult Fo-
rum meets in the Social Room.  
Pastor Mark leads an in-depth 
study on the Gospel of Mark. 
(pg 1) 
 

Parenting Forum meets in the lower 
level classroom across from the Nurs-
ery. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday 

    

1   First Sunday in Lent 
 
8:15am Blended Worship 
9:30am Christian Ed 
10:45am Worship 
 
12Noon Youth Musician’s rehearsal 
(MR) 
7pm Children’s Choir rehearsal (MR) 

2 
 
9:30am Wisdom Seekers Bible 
Study (CR) 
 
6:30pm  Youth Committee (YH) 
7:30pm Church Council (CR) 

3 
 
9:30am Staff meets (LL) 
4:15pm Body & Soul (SR) 
6-9pm Craft Night (SR) 
7:00pm Handbells (MR) 
7:00pm SHOUT (LL) 
7:30pm Music Jam (Chapel) 

4 
 
6:15pm Mid-Week 
  Lenten Dinner (SR) 
 
7:00pm  Mid-Week 
  Lenten Worship (Sanc) 

8    Second Sunday in Lent 
 
8:15am Blended Worship 
9:30am Christian Ed 
10:45am Worship 
 
12Noon Youth Musician’s rehearsal 
(MR) 
7pm Children’s Choir rehearsal (MR) 
 

9 
9:30am Wisdom Seekers Bible 
Study (CR) 
 

10 
 
9:30am Staff meets (LL) 
4:15pm Body & Soul (SR) 
7:00pm Handbells (MR) 
7:30pm Music Jam (Chapel) 

11 
 
6:15pm Mid-Week 
  Lenten Dinner (SR) 
 
7:00pm  Mid-Week 
  Lenten Worship (Sanc) 
 

15   Third Sunday in Lent 
 
8:15am Blended Worship 
9:30am Christian Ed 
10:45am Worship 
12Noon Youth Musician’s rehearsal 
(MR) 
12:15pm New Orleans Meeting  
(Parenting Forum Room) 
7pm Children’s Choir rehearsal (MR) 

16 
9:30am Wisdom Seekers Bible 
Study (CR) 
 
7:00pm Christian Education (LL) 

17 
 
9:30am Staff meets (LL) 
4:15pm Body & Soul (SR) 
7:00pm Handbells (MR) 
7:30pm Music Jam (Chapel) 

18 
 
6:15pm Mid-Week 
  Lenten Dinner (SR) 
 
7:00pm  Mid-Week 
  Lenten Worship (Sanc) 
 
BEACON articles due  
TODAY! 

22   Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Last day to order Easter Lilies 
 
8:15am Blended Worship 
9:30am Christian Ed 
10:45am Worship 
12Noon Youth Musician’s rehearsal  
12Noon Worship & Music Comm.  
Focus Group meeting (MR) 
12:15pm VBS Meeting (SR) 
7pm Children’s Choir rehearsal (MR) 

23 
 
9:30am Wisdom Seekers Bible 
Study (CR) 
 

24 
 
9:30am Staff meets (LL) 
4:15pm Body & Soul (SR) 
7:00pm Handbells (MR) 
7:30pm Music Jam (Chapel) 
 

25 
 
6:15pm Mid-Week 
  Lenten Dinner (SR) 
 
7:00pm  Mid-Week 
  Lenten Worship (Sanc) 

29 Fifth Sunday in Lent 
8:15am Blended Worship 
9:30am Christian Ed 
10:45am Worship 
12-5pm Youth Chocolate Making 
12Noon Youth Musician’s rehearsal  
7pm Children’s Choir rehearsal (MR) 
      Chocolate Orders Due! 

30 
8:00am BEACON Mailing Group 
(CR) 
 
9:30am Wisdom Seekers Bible 
Study (CR) 

31 
9:30am Staff meets (LL) 
4:15pm Body & Soul (SR) 
7:00pm Handbells (MR) 
7:30pm Music Jam (Chapel) 
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Thursday Friday  Saturday 

   
 
 

5 
7:00am Quilting (Soc Rm) 
11:30am Valley Seniors Lunch (SR) 
4:15pm Body & Soul (SR) 
6:30-8:30pm Youth Bible Study/2:30 Club 
6:30pm Rainbow Choir (Rhoderick home) 
7:30pm Senior Choir (MR) 
 

6 
 

7 
8:30am OGOV rehearsal 
 
1pm Setup time (SR/K) 
2-4pm Baby Shower (SR/K) 
 
6:00pm Worship (Chapel) 

12 
7:00am Quilting (Soc Rm) 
4:15pm Body & Soul (SR) 
6:30-8:30pm Youth Bible Study/2:30 Club 
6:30pm Rainbow Choir (Rhoderick home) 
7:30pm Senior Choir (MR) 
 

13 
 
7pm Drum Circle (MR) 

14 
8:30am OGOV rehearsal 
 
6:00pm Worship (Chapel) 

19 
7:00am Quilting (Soc Rm) 
11:30am Valley Seniors Lunch (SR) 
4:15pm Body & Soul (SR) 
6:30-8:30pm Youth Bible Study/2:30 Club 
6:30pm Rainbow Choir (Rhoderick home) 
7:30pm Senior Choir (MR) 
 
 

20 
 
 

21 
8:30am  OGOV rehearsal 
 
6:00pm Worship (Chapel) 

26 
7:00am Quilting (Soc Rm) 
4:15pm Body & Soul (SR) 
6:30-8:30pm Youth Bible Study/2:30 Club 
6:30pm Rainbow Choir (Rhoderick home) 
7:30pm Senior Choir (MR) 
 
 

27 
 
Friday and Saturday - First Holy 
Communion Retreat at Mar-Lu-
Ridge (2nd graders & up) 

28 
8:30am OGOV rehearsal 
9-10am Liturgical Dancers rehearse (S) 
 
12N Setup time (SR/K) 
1-4:30pm Private event (SR/K) 
 
6:00pm Worship (Chapel) 
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Happy Birthday to our  
MARCH celebrants ! 

 
 

1 Mark Ahalt, Lillie Cline, Dave Gouker, Bruce McIntosh III, 
Sherrill Schultz 

2 Kevin Bere, Naomi Hayes, Shannon King, Diane McQuillen, Gary Shafer, 
Ronald Trusty, Pastor Donald Turley 

3 Toby Browning, Valerie Coblentz, Rudy Moss, Frances Sheffer, Andrea Toledo 
4 Russ Gillespie, Robert Price 
5 Charles McDougall 
6 Brennan Taylor, Savannah Trautman, Bob Wilson 
7 Lisa Scott, Tracey Watson 
8 Jeff Derr, Lynn Harshman, Kitty Hawker, Heather Shanton 
9 Cheryl Berger, Jason Berkey, Edna Shafer 
10 Darlene Hedges, Bridgid Sandler, Chris Tressler, Wanda Watson 
11 Kathleen Ahalt, Deborah Greenawalt, George Masser Jr., Kyra Rodgers 
12 Jamie Derr, Payton Lowery, Jeannie Mauro, Dorothy Moler, Margaret Schroyer, 

Osborne Wachter 
13 Rudell Ahalt, JenniferAlford, Carol Christensen, Paul Coblentz, Brian Eaves, 

Donald  Keller, Mark Newman, Abbe Rutland, Gary Scott, Bradley Stang, Sally 
Wilson 

14 Wilma Dageforde, Shannon Smith 
15 - 
16 Ken Basler, George Brigham Jr., Matt Hollis, Amy Newkirk 
17 Daniel Cline, Lorna House, Joshua Lane, Bob Staples Jr. 
18 Doug Miller, Barry Poffinberger 
19 Margaret Barnes, Paul Pearl 
20 Hattie Leighton, Kaylyn Toledo, Hugh Warner 
21 Bruce Warrenfeltz Jr., Cooper Wiles 
22 Shirley Adkins, Pam Moser, Anna Reynal 
23 Karen Rudy 
24 Steph Bockmiller, Mandy Harshman, Susan Hiltner, Drew Sheppard 
25 Joe Berger, Alexandra Bradley, Theresa Kunz, Adela McAllister 
26 Guy Alexander Jr., Keller Dean, Fran Eaves, Sam Smith, Lynnsey Tressler 
27 Zach Lane, Ricky Pardo 
28 Eric Kunz, Lauren Neary 
29 Michael Gregory, Tyler Leighton, Emily Roche, Brian Ropp, Jennifer Ross 
30 Susan Blair, Stephen Bockmiller, Ashley Keller, Paul Lutz, Charles Poffinberger 
31 Victoria Bradley, Dale Haines, Rebecca Hanshew, Wilmer Keller, Robin Neary, 

Diane Payne 
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The People 
With our deepest sympa-
thy we keep in our 
thoughts and prayers the 
family and friends of: 
 
 

Floyd Biser 
Lloyd Bruck (father of Laura Carlstrom) 

Bob Kelley  
(brother-in-law of Bill Thompson) 

Jack Moffat (father of Dorothy Moler) 

Jane O’Brien (mother of Georgia Patrick) 

A. Marie Sigler 

Welcome to our newest members! 
 

Nona Deater 
Jamie Derr 

Richard and Stacy Maiello 
Mary Rhoderick 

Dan, Sally and Olivia Wilson 
 

(Page 17 for photos and New Member Bios) 

Thank you to Zion’s Congregation, 
 

Thanks so much for the many prayers that were 
provided  for me during my recent illness. They 
meant so much to me and my recovery.  What a 
comfort it was also to receive so many calls, 
cards, flowers and visits, from this wonderful 
church family.  Thanks again for everything.  
God bless all of you! 
 

    Myron Derr 

Anna Belle Gaver has a new address!  
If you'd like to remember her with a 
note or card, please mail to 17320 
Quaker Lane, Apt. B10, Sandy Spring, 
MD 20860. 

I would like to thank the members of 
Zion for all their concerns and support 
during my illness.  I was overwhelmed 
by all the prayers, cards, food, gifts, 
flowers, visits, and balloons from the 
members of Zion and especially the 
choirs.  Words cannot begin to tell you 
how much they were appreciated.  
 

   John Seachrist 

Dear Lutheran Church, 
 

Thank you all for the cards, flowers, 
visits and most of all prayers during my 
recent illness.   
   Love, 
    Pearl Huffer 

We thank the donor for the Christmas poinsettia 
and the member of the Altar Guild for delivering 
the plant to our home.  When I came home and 
saw the Merry Red Poinsettia, I thought of the 
season of celebration for our Savior Jesus 
Christ, and thanks for thinking of the shut ins.  
We have enjoyed the Poinsettia.   
  Sincerely, 
   Evelyn Biser 

Ginger, 
Just want you to know how thankful and grateful 
we are to you and your group for the delicious 
Valentine breakfast.  What a wonderful idea and 
so well presented.  I am sure that I speak for the 
majority of those attending that it was one of the 
nicest events at Zion.  We were honored to be 
honored.  As far as I know that is the first time 
the seniors were so special.  We loved how the 
youth were all dressed and so pleasant.  Some-
one said “could it be a yearly event”?  I realize it 
is hard to repeat something that turned out well.  
Please extend our thankfulness to all who par-
ticipated.  A JOB WELL DONE! 
 With gratitude,    
   Peggy and Guy Alexander  
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“....and Serve Others.”  

How Can I Serve? 

SHOUT Outreach Ministry 
 

The SHOUT committee needs 
your help!  We are hoping to dis-
tribute invitations, flyers and door 
knob hangers to Zion events in-
cluding Easter events!  If you enjoy walk-
ing and good fellowship this is your 
chance to experience a new path. 
 

Please feel free to contact any SHOUT 
member and/or Lonnie Ropp to ask ques-
tions or sign up!  301-371-6556 or bmal-
ropp@comcast.net. 

“CHANGE FOR LIFE” 
CareNet Pregnancy Center  

Campaign for Lent  

 

The Baby Bottle Campaign to bene-
fit Care Net Pregnancy Center was 
launched on February 15th.  Thank you to 
Cindy Morris of Care Net for her informa-
tive presentation during the Sunday 
School Hour Adult Forum.  It was great to 
see how 'change' has happened in the 
past from this fundraiser!  
 

Pick up bottles:   Baby bottles are now 
available at the entrances of the Sanctu-
ary and will continue through Lent.   
 

Fill and Return bottles:   Bring your filled 
bottle(s) back to church by Easter. Sun-
day, April 12th,  and place in boxes at the 
entrances of the Sanctuary.   
 

This fundraiser is being co-sponsored by 
Thrivent and the SHOUT committee.  
Questions, contact Lonnie Ropp at 301-
371-6556 or bmalropp@comcast.net. 

CareNet Baby Shower 
 
 

Please place donations for the 
CareNet Pregnancy Center in the 
marked box by the East entrance to 
the Sanctuary.  (complete list on box) 
 

�  Diapers & Wipes – sizes 3,4,5,&6  
�  Newborn sleepers   (0-3 months) 
�  Receiving blankets, towels etc. 
�  Rattles, packaged teething rings 
�  Baby Wash/Lotion/Shampoo 
�  Formula (Enfamil w/lipil or Similac 

Advanced) 

Keep the Middletown Food 
Bank in your thoughts as you 
shop. Current critical needs in-
clude:   

¨ Jelly    
¨ Pancake Syrup 
¨ Spaghetti 
¨ Toothpaste 
¨ Shampoo 

Mar-Lu-Ridge Spring 
Cleanup 

 

Mar-Lu-Ridge has scheduled its 
Spring Clean Up for this year on Saturday, 
April 4th.  Everyone is invited to help!  
Breakfast is served at 8:00am.  Work pro-
jects begin at 9:00am.  We will be placing 
mulch, trimming bushes, cleaning walk-
ways, painting etc.  We have a job to fit eve-
ryone.  If you plan to be there for breakfast, 
please let me know.  They need a count as 
to how much food to prepare.  Questions, 
please call M. Lee Ropp at 301-293-2701.   
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Dear Neighbors and Friends: 
 
This is a really difficult thing for me to do - but I am attaching a donation sheet (on table out-
side church office) so that when I participate in the Breast Cancer 3 Day Susan G. Komen for 
the Cure Walk, I can get sponsors to help me reach the highest goal I can for this cause.   
 

As you may or may not be aware, at this point I have Stage 4 inoperable breast cancer and 
my goal is to live a long time, but at least until I can make this walk ; (or in my case, roll in 
my wheelchair since I can’t walk).  If something unforeseen happens, my husband Rick and 
daughter Julie will walk in my place.   
 

This is a 60 mile, 3 day marathon which will begin and end in Washington DC, October 9-11 
2009.  As the time grows nearer, I will send anyone who is interested the address of the end 
of the race, so that if you would like to be there to cheer everyone (especially me) on, you 
will be more than welcome.   
 

If you have any questions that I can answer, please feel free to call me.  Also, I enjoy visits.  
I am in chemotherapy Monday, Wednesday and Friday of every week and then have other 
appointments with other specialists at other times.  But usually on the days I have chemo-
therapy I am home in the afternoon by about 2:00pm.  Please give me a call on my cell 
phone at any time 301-514-5295; I keep it on and with me at all times, even when the little 
signs say turn off your cells!  I look forward to hearing from you soon.  
 

Thanks again and God bless!    Stacy Maiello (see bio on page 17) 
119 Prospect Street   

        Middletown, MD  21769 
        301-514-5295 

Valentine Breakfast - Wrap up 
 

More than 150 people crowded into the Social Room Saturday 
morning, February 14th, for Zion’s First Annual Valentine Break-
fast and Silent Auction!  Zion’s “New Orleans bound” Youth 
sponsored the event and helped promote, decorate, setup, cook, 
serve and cleanup.   
 
Happy 50+ Anniversary!   The highlight of the event was truly 
the opportunity to honor and celebrate the many couples in our 
church family that have been married 50 years or more... the 
friendships... the caring... the love!  What a blessing!  The 
“honorees” sat at special “red tablecloth” tables complete with 
centerpieces, china and chocolate favors and were served their 

breakfast by our “Sunday-best” youth!  It 
was great to see so many of our long time 
members and friends.  
 

See the photo gallery on the Zion website for more photos and complete 
article:  www.zionmiddletown.org 
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 Anyone Can Flock!   
 

Have you ever had that urge to TP someone's yard just for the fun of 
it?  You know, for that thrill of stealthy arranging things just so?  Well, in-
stead of thinking white paper, think pink plastic.  Are you up to the chal-

lenge of FLOCKING?  Zion youth will once again be covertly decorating 
yards of unsuspecting church members with a flock of flamingos decorated for what-
ever the special occasion may be (see page 19 for details).  Let the FLAMINGO FUN
(draising) begin!  So, dig out that camo gear and practice walking softly because we 
need your help!  Contact Kathy Nickey, Ginger Trautman or sign up on the youth bulle-
tin board to be part of the delivery team.  You don’t have to be a youth or family mem-
ber to join the fun... we will put you “on call” for a designated week.  If a yard needs 
flocking we’ll contact you. 

 

Members of the Altar Guild will be available to take orders for 
Easter lilies after the 8:15am Worship Service and before and after the 
10:45am Service on Sundays March 8, March 15 and March 22 by the 
east side of the Adult Sunday School Chapel.  Orders will also be taken 
at the Saturday evening services on March 7, 14, and 21.  The cost is 
$8.00 per plant.  Please be sure to indicate on your order form whether 
you are taking the plant to a member of Zion.  The plants may be 
picked up after the 10:45am Worship on Easter Sunday, April 12, 2008.  
Unclaimed plants will be delivered to sick and shut-in members of Zion. 

 

If you are unable to attend the services mentioned, please complete the form below 
and mail with check (made out to Altar Guild) to Zion Lutheran Church, 107 West 
Main Street, Middletown, MD 21769.   
 

All orders must be received by March 22nd. 
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   

EASTER LILY ORDER FORM  
Each plant is $8.00 

 

Amount Enclosed $ ______ 
 

In Memory Of:        In Honor Of: 
___________________________  __________________________ 

___________________________  __________________________ 
 

Given By ________________________________________________ 
 
 (  ) I will pick up   (  ) Please deliver to shut-in 
 

 I will deliver to _______________________________________  
                 (Please put in name if member of Zion) 
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Jamie Beth Derr  
I grew up in Hagerstown Maryland 
on a Dairy and Crop farm.  I was 
an active member of Benevola 
United Methodist Church.  I at-
tended Delaware Valley College 
where I received a BS in Secon-

dary Education-Agriculture.  I met Christopher 
Derr while at College and married him on 
June 21, 2008 here at Zion.  Since then I 
have been attending Zion and was excited to 
become an official member.  I work for Creek 
Bound Farms LLC where I manage the calves 
and young heifers.  I love quilting, gardening, 
and most outdoor activities. 

Dan, Sally and Olivia  
Wilson  

I grew up in Hagerstown 
MD and Dan in the Da-
mascus/Mt. Airy area. 
Dan and I met as we 
worked for the same company and we work to-
gether still (at a different company) - Builders 
Design in Gaithersburg. We were happy to find 
a home that was a mid point to both families. 
Dan and I married in 1996 and bought our 
house here in Middletown in 1998 just before 
Olivia was born. We love living in Middletown – 
the small town feel, the people, the schools for 
Olivia. I became involved with the Middletown 
Arts and Activities Council a few years ago and 
have met so many people through that also. 
Dan spends some of his free time golfing – 
which he loves!  I had been looking for 
Churches, especially interested in getting Olivia 
involved – when my friend Amy Lowery and her 
daughter, Adrienne, invited Olivia and me to 
come with them one Sunday. We liked it right 
away and everyone was so welcoming. We met 
with Pastor Kathy several times before officially 
becoming members last month.  

Richard and Stacy Maiello  
 Although Richard and Stacy have lived many places including Oregon, Florida and Washington 
DC over their almost 40 years of marriage, they have called Middletown home for the past 10 
years.  Richard works for the Federal Government and is awaiting putting on his Captain's 
stripes in the Naval Reserve.   Richard’s naval and government career has taken him all over 
the world and in the near future may mean a tour in Afghanistan.  Stacy has degrees in Music 
and History as well as a Masters in Technology.  She was a  World History teacher at Middle-
town High School and then a music teacher at Hyde Charter School in Washington DC.  Stacy 
loves music and has been a pianist and choir director at every church she has joined.  Richard 
and Stacy enjoy family time with daughter Julie and 6 year old granddaughter Anna, here in Mid-
dletown, as well as son-in-law Steven and 11 and 12 year old grandsons in Thurmont.   Four 
years ago Stacy was diagnosed with Stage 4 inoperable breast cancer and has been undergo-
ing Chemotherapy treatments ever since.  Her determination to stay positive and focus on the 
future are inspirational.  She is very excited about the opportunity to participate in the Breast 
Cancer 3 Day Susan B Komen for the Cure Walk and is looking forward to rolling her wheelchair 
the 60 miles ending in Washington DC! (See page 15) 

Nona J. Deater  
I moved to Middletown in May 
2008 after falling in love with my 
new husband Richard. I have 
been in nursing for 20 years and 
currently work @ FMH in the 
Emergency Department. I am also an EMT-B 
in Maryland and Pa. Currently I am the EMS 
Captain for Independent Hose in Frederick, 
MD. I look forward to many years of commit-
ment to Zion and my love Richard. 

Welcome to Our New Members!   
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Thank you to everyone who came out to support our Jaley’s Faith 
Night.  We had lots of people come out and the fellowship alone 
was rewarding.  We received 10% of Jaley’s Ice-Cream profits 
and will be receiving a check in the amount of $90.   
 

More than 150 people crowded into the Social Room Saturday 
morning, February 14th for the first Annual Valentine Breakfast 
and Silent Auction.  Not all receipts are in yet, so check out the 
APRIL Beacon for up-to-date numbers. (Numbers below do NOT 

reflect the Valentine Breakfast and Silent Auction.) Also, check out the photo gallery on the 
website www.zionmiddletown.org 
and the bulletin boards for more pic-
tures!   

NEEDED TO RAISE RAISED BALANCE  

$14,405.00 $7,482.56 $6,922.44 

NEW ORLEANS’ FUNDRAISING UPDATE 

Chocolate Sale 
 

Any youth interested in 
helping to make Easter 
chocolates on Sunday, March 
29th  or to be available to sell after 
services on Sunday and Wednesday 
Lenten services should sign up on 
the youth bulletin board.  Remem-
ber, this is an opportunity to make 
money for your youth accounts. 

Mark your calendars: The annual youth 
yard sale will be held at the Middletown 
Fire Hall,  Saturday, May 16 th.  More 
details will follow regarding donations. 

Aluminum Can Fundraiser 
 

Please continue to drop your aluminum 
cans in the bins on the Youth House 
porch.  Thank you. 

Valentine Breakfast—Thank You! 
 

 Many people made this event possible, but special 
thanks to Kathy Nickey, Cyndy Zolfo and Dana Lichten-
berger for coordinating the Silent Auction.  A big thank 
you to our 19 youth, for their hours of work promoting, 
decorating, serving and cleaning up!  And a very special 
thanks to Ginger Trautman for the many hours spent co-
ordinating this wonderful intergenerational event!   
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Special Events and  
Road Trips!  

 

   

�   IMPACT 
 (9th-12th Grade) 
 March 27th-29th 
 Ocean City, MD 
 

�   Confirmation  (Pentecost Sunday) 
 (9th Grade Confirmation)  
 Sunday, May 31st; 10:45am Service 
 

�   2009 National Youth Gathering  
 (8th - 12th Grade) 
 July 22-26, 2009 
 New Orleans, LA 

Need more information? 
 

 

Contacts:   Ginger Trautman, 
Phone:       301-371-6500 X203 
Email:        gtrautman@zionmiddletown.org 
 
Youth House Phone:   301-371-3381 
If questions ever arise regarding youth events 
you can call this number to hear a recording.   

IMPACT — March 27th-29th 
Registration fees due 

 

We currently have 16 youth 
and 5 adults signed up for Impact 2009.  
IMPACT is a High School youth confer-
ence put on by Youth for Christ in Ocean 
City MD, March 27th-29th.   
 

If you signed up and have not paid the 
$70 registration fee,  please get your 
checks (payable to Zion) in to Gary 
Glessner as soon as possible.  Ques-
tions, call Gary at 301-293-3426 or email 
gary_marg@comcast.net . 

Covenant and Contact Forms 
 

ALL THURSDAY NIGHT YOUTH 
GROUP PARTICPANTS: Covenant and con-
tact forms must  be filled out by all partici-
pants and signed by their parents in order to 
continue attending youth group events.  If you 
have not received a form or have lost it 
please contact Ginger Trautman at 301-371-
6500, gtrautman@zionmiddletown.org or go 
to the website at  www.zionmiddletown.org.  

Instead of a Card…Say it in the Yard! 
 
Zion’s youth are bringing back the flamingo fundraiser!  For a donation of $15 we 
will place a flock of flamingos (8 birds) in a friend or family member’s yard to cele-
brate a special occasion or “just because.”  Flamingos can be customized for birth-
days, anniversaries, confirmations, graduations and more!  Please limit requests to the 
Middletown/Myersville/Jefferson areas.  If the recipient is a member of Zion you may pay 
an additional $5 to remain anonymous.  A sign will be placed in the yard with the birds; 
the birds will be removed within 24 hours of their landing.  See the youth bulletin board to 
sign up.  Flocking will begin April 1st.  You may also buy Flock Insurance for $25 which 
will insure a particular address against flamingo landings.  For more information or if you 
have questions contact Kathy Nickey (301-371-4997) or Ginger Trautman. 

Nineteen 7th, 8th 
and 9th grade 
youth enjoyed a 
weekend of fun 
and learning at 
this year’s Confir-
mation Retreat at 
M a r - L u - R i d g e 
Camp.    

Confirmation Retreat—January 2009 
at Mar-Lu-Ridge Camp 
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Church Humor - ”Pastor’s Calling Card”   
 

A new pastor was visiting in the homes of his parishioners.  At one house it 
seemed obvious that someone was at home, but no answer came to his re-

peated knocks at the door.  Therefore, he took out his business card and wrote 
‘Revelation 3:20’ on the back of it and stuck it in the door.   
 

When the offering was processed the following Sunday, he found that his card had 
been returned.  Added to it was this cryptic message, ‘Genesis 3:10’ 
 

Reaching for his Bible to check out the citation, he broke up in gales of laughter.  
Revelation 3:20 begins, ‘Behold, I stand at the door and knock.’   Genesis 3:10 reads, 
‘I heard your voice in the garden and I was afraid for I was naked.’ 


