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As a people of God, we are sent to share Christõs love, grow in faith, and serve others.  

Intergenerational Christmas 
Workshop  

 Sunday, December 11th  
Event activities:  
3:00 to 5:30pm  

Dinner at 5:30pm 
See page 5 for details. 

The Spirit of Christmas  
As shared by our Sunday 
School classes Sunday,  

December 18
th

 
10:00am 

 

Please join us in 
the social room  
for a special 
celebration of 

the meaning of Christmas.  
Refreshments will be served  
following the program 
(including a birthday cake). 
Bring your friends! 

This Advent and Christmas  

ñMeeting at the Manger... 

 

 

 

 

...Thereôs Room For Youò 

Family Christmas 
Caroling Event  
December 18th, 
6:00 to 8:00pm  
See page 3. 

 
 

 
 

Mark your  

calendar...  

Annual  

Congregational 

Meeting  

January 29, 

2012  

1:00pm  

 

Christmas Eve Worship Services  

4:00pm:    Childrenôs Worship    

  Service  

7:00pm:    Family Service of Holy 

    Communion  

10:30pm:  Candlelight, Lessons    

         and Carols Service of   

         Holy Communion  

The full schedule is on page 2. 

Our Advent Mid-Week 
Meals and Worship 

ñMeeting at the Mangerò  
continues on  

Wednesdays,  
December 7th and 15th  

6:00pm - Meal 
7:00pm - Worship 

See page 3 for details. 

Day Program for Elementary 
Aged Children (K-5th grade) -  
on No School days: 
January 16th and 23rd  
See page 10 for additional  
program information. 
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Christmas Eve Worship Services 
 

ñMeeting at the Manger: Where Fear Meets Loveò 

On Christmas Eve we celebrate the birth of Jesus and hear the promise that all our 
fears are met by love. In a world of darkness the light shines from the manger of hope 
and so all Christians everywhere gather around it and behold this wonder. 
 

4:00pm: Childrenôs Worship Service 

The Childrenôs Choir will be singing. We will be lighting candles together. After  
worship, please visit the Live Nativity and share refreshments and fellowship. 
 

4:45pm to 5:15pm: Live Nativity after the Childrenôs Worship Service  
 

7:00pm: Family Service of Holy Communion 

Musical Prelude begins at 6:30pm followed by our family service including youth  

musicians, soloists, the Rainbow Choir and the Liturgical Dancers. We will be singing 
traditional carols and lighting candles. 
 

10:30pm: Candlelight, Lessons and Carols Service of Holy Communion 

Come early as Special Christmas music begins at 10:15pm. The late service is filled 
with traditional Christmas carols performed by the Hand Bell Choir, Brass Choir and 
our Senior Choir and ending with the traditional lighting of candles. 
 

Christmas Day Worship Service 
 

10:00am: Family Service of Lessons and Carols  

We will not have Sunday School on this morning. 
 

 

New Yearôs Day Worship Service 
 

10:00am: Contemporary Worship  

New Yearôs Day Brunch: Following worship, all are invited to gather for a pot -luck 
brunch . Weôll gather in the Social Room to continue our celebration of Christmas and 
bring in the New Year together. Bring your favorite breakfast-like (or lunch) dish to 
share. If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Cris, 
cfrigm@zionmiddletown.org.  
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Join us in celebrating the beginning of the 
holiday season at Middletown's annual 
Christmas in the Valley  celebration,  
Friday , December 2nd ! Festivities begin 
at 7pm for caroling  and the lighting of the town 
Christmas tree . At 7:30pm join us at Zion  for an 
hour of Christmas music with performances by the 
Middletown High School Chorus  and other local 
groups. Following the program please join us for 
punch and cookies in the social room. 

 

 
 

Advent Mid-Week Worship  
 Wednesdays  

December 7th and 15th 
 

All are welcome to attend this family friendly  
service when we take the time to dwell in the 
promises of Advent. Each service will focus on a 
theme of Advent which includes a puppet show, an 
Advent Hymn, a Christmas Carol, a message and 
special music by the Rainbow Choir. 
December 7

th
ðñWhere Struggle Meets Peaceò  

           Pastor Cris Frigm 
December 14

th
ðòWhere Sorrow Meets Joyò   

       Ginger Trautman, Director of  
            Children, Youth and Family Ministry 

Come and experience a Family Christmas Caroling event. Join us 
Sunday, December 18

th
 from 6:00pm to 8:00pm.  We invite  

FAMILIES to come as we travel around our Middletown community 
on wagons to share the spirit and good news of the season.  
 

We are looking for some youth or adults who would be willing to 
dress as shepherds, angels, Joseph and Mary. Come be a part of 
this traveling Christmas nativity and help us make a joyful noise! We 

will meet in the social room and return to the social room for hot chocolate.  
 

If interested in dressing a part for the nativity please contact Ginger Trautman at 
gtrautman@zionmiddletown.org   

As part of Zionôs Christmas Eve 

celebrations we are looking for 

individuals or families who would 

be interested in participating in 

our live nativity, which will be held 

this year near the back parking 

lot. There are no words to be  

spoken and no practices! Itôs just 

a visual.  
 

Nativity will be from 4:45pm to 

5:15pm.    
 

If you are interested in  

helping please contact  

Pastor Cris or Ginger  

gtrautman@zionmiddletown.org 

One God One Voice ~ Concert  

ñThe Peace of Christmasò 

Sunday, December 11th  

3:00pm  

Christ Reformed 

Church, Middletown  

mailto:gtrautman@zionmiddletown.org
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Message From Pastor Cris  

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, 
and comeé 

As we begin our Advent season 

we will begin  to prepare for  

Christmas. While the rest of the 

world seems to prepare for the end 

of Christmas (at times it seems 

people would rather just skip the 

actual holiday itself), we prepare 

for Christmas and what it really 

means for us. As we enter this  

Advent season we need to think 

about what it means to pray the 

prayer, ñStir up your power, Lord 

Christ, and comeéò Imagine, what 

it means to ask Christ to come. 

Consider what it means to ask this 

together. It means we are asking 

God to come into our lives now  ï 

to continue coming into the world. 
 

 As we move into Advent, we move 

into a new Gospel framework for 

worship. We will hear from the 

Gospel of Mark (with help from 

Luke and John) and we are faced 

with radical reorientation. Asking 

Christ to come isnôt a simple 

phrase we use to make us feel 

good. It is an acknowledgement 

that we need a radical new God in 

our lives. Our world wants to be 

left alone. All around us is the 

struggle between people who want 

to be left alone from one intrusion 

or another. And yet, we ask God to 

intrude. ñStir up your power, Lord 

Christ, and comeéò   
 

Weôre begging for an intrusion. Weôre asking God 

to come with ñpowerò into the world. The Gospel 

of Mark teaches us that God has come into the 

world in ways no one expected or really  wel-

comed. God will continue to surprise us by com-

ing into the world. Thatôs what weôre praying for. 

ñStir up your power, Lord Christ, and comeéò 

God came into the world in the lowly manger. God 

continues to come into the world in the lowly 

places of the world, in ways we donôt always ex-

pect or understand. Are you getting ready for 

that? 

 

 

Dee 
Ginger 

Cyndy, Dana 
Dorothy,   Gayla  

Pastor Kathy, Margaret 
Deborah, Matt, Pastor Cris 

Arvella 

Dear Friends at Zion, 
aŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘ Ŧƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ 
ǿƛǘƘ ƘƻǇŜ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΦ 
With you in Christ, 

The Staff of Zion Lutheran Church 

John 




