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 As a people 
of God, we 
are sent to 
share Christõs 
love, grow in 

faith, and 
serve others.

    A Message from Pastor Cris 
38 When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, "What 
are you looking for?" They said to him, "Rabbi" (which translated 
means Teacher), "where are you staying?" 

39
 He said to them, "Come and 

see."  (John 1:38-39 NRSV) 
 

Three simple words shared by Jesus to people he didnôt even know. This 
passage from the beginning of Johnôs Gospel gives us an interesting 
model for how we ñshare Christôs love.ò We know that there are many 
people in our community who have fallen away from the church or have 
never found their way to a church. We have families who have drifted 
away for one reason or another and we have many new families in our 
community who have never walked through our doors.  
 

We have placed signs in local business, hung banners on our columns, 
sent postcards, hung doorknob hangers, and placed ads in the local pa-
pers to share what weôre doing here at Zion. And all of these methods 
are useful and important. They work best, however, when paired with the 
three words Jesus used above. Iôm not suggesting you have to walk up 
to complete strangers and tell them to ñCome and seeò (although an un-
expected conversation can lead to a new relationship). Iôm talking about 
neighbors and friends who may not know anything about your faith life or 
your connection to Zion.  
 

Our world has become very resistant to conversations about faith and 
that makes it hard to know what and how you can share with people you 
know. Many people are worried about offending someone or causing an 
argument. But itôs hard to argue or be offended by a simple invitation. 
Weôre getting ready to start a new school year ï a time when families are 
settling into new routines and schedules. Weôll have old and new activi-
ties starting and restarting. Yes, many families are very busy and some 
of them feel they have no time for church in their lives. There are many 
barriers people place between them and the opportunity to grow in their 
faith. And three simple words, ñCome and seeò can break down those 
barriers.  
 

Give it a try. 
 

       Yours in Christ, 
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Service of Ordination  
Veronica Webber will be  

ordained to the Ministry of 

Word and Sacrament  

at Zion Lutheran Church  

on Sunday, August 7, 2011        

at 3:00pm.  
 

All are invited. Guests are invited to wear 

red! Light refreshments will be served in the 

social room following the service.  
 

Veronica has been called to serve as Pastor 

of Grace English Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in Lutherville, Maryland.  

Prayers for Healing Offered on  
Sunday, August 7th 

 

At the 11:00am traditional service on 
Sunday August 7th  prayers 
for healing will be offered.  
Individuals will be invited to 
go to one of two stations to 
receive a prayer and a bless-
ing with the anointing of oil. It 
is a powerful experience to hand over 
our hurts, pain and illnesses to the Lord 
whose healing power is beyond our 
own imaginations. For those who are 
not able to be present, you are encour-
aged to come forward to pray for them.  

 

Zionôs Vacation Bible School was another 
week of lots of energy and great sur-
prises. Kids took a journey to the Big Apple 

and learned lessons about how faith and life connect. 104 youth attended the program 
and interacted with 50 helpers. While at VBS they met Cabbie Paul (Dean) and spent 
the week trying to help give him directions on life and, well, where to go. A huge thank 
you to Yellow Cab for loaning us a real cab for the week.  Kids had their pictures taken in 
it as a cabbie and were able to take the picture home as a memento. Kids also learned 
about the Salvation Army and collected over $200 to be donated to them.   
 

The afternoon middle and high school VBS adventures continued to 
be great fun.  Twenty-nine middle/high schoolers spent the after-
noons ganging up on Ginger at Laser Tag at Adventure Park, learn-
ing about the formations at Crystal Grotto Caverns, tubing down the 
Shenandoah, and doing team building at Cedar Ridge. The week 
came to a wonderful end with fireworks at a Keys baseball game. 
Thanks to everyone who shared their youth with us and to all those 

who in big and small ways prayed for the program, made donations, and volunteered in 
any way.           
 

Godôs presence was 
evident and made 

for a great testament 
to our theme ñWhere 

Faith and Life  
Connect!ò  

Special Music  
 

     One God~One Voice  
will be singing at the 11am  

traditional worship on  
Sunday, August 14th  

104 Youth Attended Vacation 
Bible School  
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Congratulations to 
Tayler Evans and 
Samantha Little as they 
affirmed their faith and 
became confirmed members of our 
congregation, on June 12th.  

Faith  
By Tayler Evans 
 

This is only one idol, 
And not the one in a big recital, 
He is way up high, 
Not even a rocket ship or ladder, 
Could reach Him. 
 

He is mighty and powerful, 
And some of His actions are sorrowful,  
But He does them out of love, 
For all his creations. 
 

No stealing, No murder, 
No prostitution, or drugs, 
No idoling, No worshipping, 
Ungodly thugs. 
 

Why am I listing all  
These things? 
Itôs because I love God 
And all that He brings. 
 

All of this is common sense, 
That canôt always be achieved, 
Though even if itôs common sense, 
We will always be relieved. 
 

God punishes, forgives, blesses, and takes, 
All His creations, and the stuff that they make, 
Whether they are hookers, thieves, gays,  
Or sinful straights. 
 

Even though I donôt agree, 
With no womenôs rights, 
And no right to speak, 
The Father, Son, Holy Spirit Trinity, 
Will always be common sense, 
To me. 

~What Baptism Means To Me~  
By Lisa A. Marley 

(Lisa wrote this poem after being baptized by Pas-
tor Cris, on April 23,2011) 

 

Today Iôm set free 
Iôve asked the Father and Son to  
Come and live in me 
To which there is no set fee 
Just a single prayer on one Knee 
For my Father and Son to come 
Bless and cleanse me 
Therefore youôve now become 
My wide oak tree 
Itôs a blessing to be in His image 
As he has sent me 
Today I give my life to thee 
King of all Kings Iôll always Be praising He 
Setting my smile and everlasting glee 
Your blessing make me joyous and happy 
All others could surely see  
As of today Iôm set free of all the sin within Me 
Seeking to be righteous and walk with thee 
Godôs promise to add His will upon me 
Oh how I thank Thee  
For today Iôm set free! 

Has been cancelled for Saturday, 
August 13th.  We hope to offer 
the program at a later date. 

Apple Butter Project  
 

Our annual apple butter project is right 
around the corner!   
A planning meeting is scheduled for Tues-
day, August 9th, 7pm in the Conference 
Room.   
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Our first òTake to 

the Worldó mis-

sion event and 

c o n t e m p o r a r y 

worship was held 

on June 19th at 

Middletown Park. 127 people at-

tended worship. At the mission 

event we were able to assemble 100 

Health Kits for Lutheran World Re-

liefñvictims of 

natural disas-

ters. Fellow-

ship and re-

f r e s h m e n t s 

began the 

m o r n i n g õ s 

events.  

 

 

 

 

Our Care Responders are in need of 
people to visit our members who are in 
nursing homes and homebound.  
 

If you are interested in helping with 
this much appreciated and  
important ministry please  
contact Rosella Wilson at  
rosella@xecu.net or  
301-471-4893. 

Michael Adams graduated from Mid-
dletown High School in June. He will be 
attending Virginia Tech, majoring in 
Aeronautical/Ocean Engineering. 
 
Sarah Huffer graduated on  
May 21, 2011 from McDaniel  
College with a Masters Degree 
in Music Education.  

Keith Fowler 

Greg Crider & Lisa Marley 

Glenn Orrison 

Matthew &  
Amanda Kearney 

James & Patricia McMorrow 

Carla Palamone 

Marv & Trish Tollefson 

Su-Chien Lent 

Not pictured: 
Nick & Jennifer Bergman 

Jeremy & Eliana 

mailto:rosella@xecu.net
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___ Please add me to the ñBeacon newsletter/Church Announcementsò email list. 
___ Please discontinue mailing the Beacon hard copy  to me. 
 
NAME: ______________________________________________________________  
 
PHONE/E-MAIL: ______________________________________________________  

2011 DE-MD Synod Highlights  

            

Approximately 500 people gathered June 2nd to 4th in Ocean 
City, MD for the DE-MD Synod's 24th annual assembly with the 
theme: "God's Work. Our Hands. Stewards of God's Good 
Creation. " Presentations were given on stewardship from Mark 
Allen Powell, Keith Mundy and Marty Stevens from Gettysburg 
Seminary.  Uplifting worship experiences ranged from a Jazz Vesper to a youth-led  
service, and a traditional service that included an ordination. In business, the assembly 
voted on a budget reduction, with an increase to mission support to the ELCA from 53 to 
53.5%; approved a shift of funds to help support congregations through deployed assis-
tants to the bishop; and increased funds for new/renewing congregational development. 
Finally, money and awareness were raised for ELCA World Hunger by collecting canned 
goods for the local food bank. 

  

The following resolutions were passed: 
A Resolution on Energy Stewardship 
A Resolution for Disability Awareness 
A Resolution To Promote and/or add an African Descent Strategy to DE-MD Synod 
A Resolution Regarding Consecrations, Commissionings and Ordinations 
The Assembly also passed a Memorial to the 2011 ELCA Churchwide Assembly  

     regarding the Designation of Voting Members at Synod and Churchwide Assemblies. 
Other elections included Election for Synod Council positions, Committee on Discipline 
and Committee on Consultations. 
  

Summer Sunday School Continues... all 
children through 6th grade are encouraged 

to be a part of SSS. Gather in the Social 
Room at 10am to explore the Creation 

story through art projects, cooking, drama, 
games and science. 
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      Share Christõs Love 

STEWARDSHIP NEWS 
 
In a recent article in the 
Frederick News Post, a 
Jewish rabbi makes the 
case that giving is our duty, and that the 
Bible says many times that we are to 
help the widow and the orphan.  We are 
not to give of our free time and our extra 
money, but sacrificially and from our 
hearts.  
 

Giving is not only of our money, but also 
of our time and talents. Even in these 
difficult times it is our duty to be a cheer-
ful giver. After all, arenôt our money, 
time, and talents gifts of God, and arenôt 
we only here on earth for a limited time 
to serve Him?    

Q. Why is Evangelical Lutheran (ELC, 
Frederick) parking their van in our park-
ing lot?  
 
A: We have entered into a partnership 
with ELC to take advantage of a won-
derful resource. They have used their 
van for special events and trips, but 
have always struggled with very limited 
parking space in their downtown loca-
tion.  
 
When we heard of their interest in re-
ducing the burden of owning their van, 
we offered to pay a portion of their in-
surance and maintenance costs and 
provide a parking spot in exchange for 
the use of the van for our events. We 
made extensive use of the van for the 
VBS adventures for Middle school and 
high school and used it for our mission 
trip to Kentucky. It will provide much 
needed transportation for Wake up 
Wednesday and for the afterschool 
Safe House.  

Treasurer Report              

Year-to-date June 30, 2011        

         

  Current  Building/  Local  Other      

  Ministry  

Capital  
Expend  Benevolence  Designated  Total    

Income      230,151.88         33,882.86         29,726.21         16,676.37   310,437.32   

Expense      267,984.84         37,954.36         22,627.09         11,512.16   340,078.45   

             

Net Surplus (Deficit)     (37,832.96)        (4,071.50)           7,099.12           5,164.21  (29,641.13)   

ELC will still have first 
choice for common 

events (Synod youth events, etc.) but 
this is a great opportunity for us to have 
transportation flexibility with a small  
investment. 
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A Message from Council  

I pray that you are all enjoying a restful summer with much time for family and 
friends. During this season of so many outdoor activities, we have a wonder-
ful opportunity for fellowship with others in our community. Invite them to Zion 
for one of our services, or for our summer Sunday School! This summer can 
be a wonderful time of rejuvenation and bonding for all of us, and after we've all set-
tled back into our fall schedule and vacations are behind us, we will be ready to ex-
plore even more outreach opportunities.  
 

         Blessings, 
         Dee Buchanan 

June Council Meeting Highlights  
 
Under the Treasurerôs Report, a payment of $5,300 was made to Steeples Plus in 

May for brick work on the church building.  
 

Pastor Kathy stated that attention will be on Stewardship in the months ahead. Ginger 
reported on the status of VBS and the Summer Program.  
 

The Finance Committee is assembling an audit team and they are looking for a CPA. 
Under the Master Plan the committee recommended that the process include setting up 
an all-congregation meeting regarding finances. Pastor Kathy has requested to table 
working on the constitution.  
 

Under Old Business, the printing press will be relocated in the next few months. Dee 
led a discussion on the June 12th Forum. Pastor Cris gave an overview of the Worship 
Service in the Park. 
 

Under New Business, A motion was passed allowing Pastoral Counseling Services of 
MD use of our facilities. 
 

New Address & Phone  
Our Director of Music Ministry,  

John Seachrist, has moved  
recently.  

He can be reached at  
301-371-5776 or  
P.O. Box 324,  

Middletown MD 21769.  
Many thanks for your concern, cards 

and support!  

òDate Nightó on Main Street  

Saturday, August 13th, 5 -8pm  

The event includes  

òDessert in the Gardenó at Zion 

  

Call the Middletown town offices to make 
your reservation, 301 -371-6171 

www.mainstreetmiddletown.org  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  Saturday 

       

 1 
1:30pm Staff Meeting (LL) 

 

 

2 

9:00am Wisdom Seekersô Bible 

Study (Living Library) 

3 

9am-3pm Youth Day 

Program (Social 

Room) 

 

7:00pm Contemp 

Worship Team  

rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

 

 

  4 

  7:00am Quilting (SR) 

  8:00am Beacon Mailing Group (CR) 

 

  11:30am Valley Seniors & Friendsô Lunch/    

  Program (SR) 

5 

 
6 

8:30am  One God One Voice (MR) 

 

10am-6pm Huckleberry Reception (SR/K) 

 

6pm Evening Worship (Chapel) 

7  Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

9:00am Contemporary Worship 

10am Christian Education for all ages 

11:00am Traditional Worship with 

Prayers of Healing 

 

3:00pm  Service of Holy Communion  

              with Rite of Ordinationð  

              Veronica Webber (Sanctuary)  

              Reception (Social Room) 

8 

1:30pm Staff Meeting (LL) 

 

7pm Church Council Meeting 

(Conference Room) 

9 

9:00am Wisdom Seekersô Bible 

Study (LL) 

 

7:00pm  Apple Butter Project 

meeting (Conference Room) 

10 

9am-3pm Youth Day 

Program (Social 

Room) 

 

7:00pm Contemp 

Worship Team 

 rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

 

 

  11 

  7:00am Quilting (SR) 
12 

 

 

13 

OGOV resumes next week  (MR) 

 

6pm Evening Worship (Chapel) 

14   Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

9:00am Contemporary Worship 

10am Christian Education for all ages 

10am College Send-Off (Garden) 

11:00am Traditional Worship     
One God One Voice singing  

15 

1:30pm Staff Meeting (LL) 

 

16 

9:00am Wisdom Seekersô Bible 

Study (LL) 

 

1:30pm Stewardship Committee 

meeting (LL) 

17 

9am-3pm Youth Day 

Program (Social 

Room) 

 

7:00pm Contemp 

Worship Team  

rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

  18 

  7:00am Quilting (SR) 

  11:30am Valley Seniors & Friendsô Lunch/   

  Program (SR) 

19 

 
20 

8:30am OGOV (MR) 

 

6pm Evening Worship (Chapel) 

21   Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

9:00am Contemporary Worship 

10am Christian Education for all ages 

11:00am Traditional Worship 

 

22 

1:30pm Staff Meeting (LL) 

 

7:00pm Combined Finance and 

Personnel Meeting (Conf Room) 

 

No Grief2Hope meeting in  

August (resumes in September) 

23 

 

9:00am Wisdom Seekers Bible 

Study (LL) 

24 

9am-3pm Youth Day 

Program (Social 

Room) 

 

6-8:30pm 

Confirmation 

Family Picnic 

(Middletown  

Memorial Park) 

 

7:00pm Contemp 

Worship Team  

rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

  25 

  7:00am Quilting (SR) 
26 27 

8:30am OGOV (MR) 

 

6pm Evening Worship (Chapel) 

28   Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Blessing of the BackPacks & Briefcases 

@ both services 

RALLY DAY  

 

9:00am Contemporary Worship 

10am Christian Education for all ages 

11:00am Traditional Worship  

29 

 

First day of school in Frederick 

County 

30 31 

6:45am Wake-Up 

Wednesday Youth 

Breakfast (GE/SR/K) 

 

8am Beacon Mailers 

Grp (CR) 

   

August 2011 


