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ñExperience the Crossò   
During Holy Week take the  
opportunity to come, write your 
prayers, concerns, or any burden 
that you are carrying and leave it 
at the ñCommunity Crossò. Nails 
and paper will be available by 
the crossðsee page 2 for more  
details.  
 

Palm Sunday, April 17th:  
  9:00am - Contemporary Worship 

10:00am - Sunday School 
11:00am - Traditional Worship 
Child care available in the Nursery at 
the 9am and 11am services. 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 21st:  
12:30pm - Worship (Gardenôs 
   Edge café)  
  7:00pm - Worship (Sanctuary) 
 
 

 

 
 

Families are invited to enjoy   
time together on Easter Sunday.  

A continental breakfast will be served during the  
morning, following the sunrise service until 10:30am.  

April 22nd, Good Friday:  
 9:00am - Morning Prayer (Chapel) 
12 noon - Noon Prayer  
 5:30pm - Evening Prayer  
 6:00pm - Light Dinner   
 7:00pm - Tenebrae a service of 
 light and dark (Sanctuary) 
 

Following Tenebrae we will  
gather at the cross to lift up  
the communityôs prayers.  
 

Saturday, April 23rd:  
ñCommunity Easter Egg Huntò  
10:00am - Join us in the Social 
Room for games, snacks, an  
intergenerational craft, and the  
egg hunt! We invite all children,  
3

rd
 grade and younger, to join in! 

6:00pm  - Easter Vigil Service   
  (Chapel) 
      

Easter Sunday, April 24th:  
ñThe Resurrection of Our Lordò 
  6:30am - Sunrise Service 
  9:00am - Contemporary Worship 

10:00am - Sunday School 
11:00am - Traditional Worship 
Child care available in the Nursery at 
the 9am and 11am services. 
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Zionõs Community Cross 

 

During the week of April 17th, you will see a cross erected on our front 
lawn.  Our "Community Cross."  will stand through the end of Easter 
week.  Other churches in our community will be erecting crosses as well. The 
crosses will be for anyone - including the entire community - who has 
prayers, burdens or anything that they would like to "nail to the Cross of 
Christ." 

He has said, "Come to me, all you that are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give 

you rest.."  -Matthew 11:28  

During Holy Week (April 17th - 22nd) take the opportunity to come, write your 
prayers, concerns, or any burden that you are carrying and leave it at the 
Cross.  Nails and paper will be available by the cross for you to use. 

 Then watch and see the transformation of the cross on Easter Sunday; see 
how Christ takes your burdens and turns them into something beautiful. 

Good Friday Worship 

 

Good Friday is a solemn day in the life of the church. We gather to experi-
ence the power of the cross in our lives as we worship our crucified Lord. On 
this day we will contemplate the events of the crucifixion during three brief 
prayer services. These services will follow a form of the Stations of the 
Cross.  

9:00 am - Morning Prayer in Zionôs Chapel 

12 noon - Noon Prayer moving from the Chapel to the Community Cross, in-
cluding the opportunity to add your prayers or burdens to the cross. 

5:30 pm - Evening Prayer a service of song and prayer at the Cross, including 
the opportunity to add your prayers or burdens to the cross. 

6:00 pm - Light Dinner  following the Evening Prayer Service, we will gather in 
the Social Room for a light meal as we await the coming Tenebrae 
service. 

7:00 pm - Tenebrae a service of light and dark in the sanctuary 

Following Tenebrae, weôll gather at the cross  

to lift up the communityôs prayers.  
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Keeping the Conversation Going, Part II  
 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

Two months ago I wrote about the importance of prayer as a way we communicate 
with God. As you may recall, being in conversation with God is what sets humans 
apart from the other living creatures. I also encouraged you to strengthen your prayer 
life through daily devotions, Bible Study and worship. As a congregation we are learn-
ing the Lordôs Prayer as a way to pray and live. Our study continues through the next 
two weeks with Pastor Mark teaching on forgiveness and evil. This Lent I have in-
creased my time of daily devotions by spending more time reflecting on the scriptures 
and praying. I feel that God is more real and present in my life because of these con-
versations. I hope that you are keeping the conversation going with God through 
prayer. 
 

As we anticipate the celebration of the good news of the risen Lord, there is another 
type of conversation that we need to keep going. This is the conversation we have 
with others as we share our faith. Easter means nothing without these conversations. 
The empty tomb would have been just that, empty, if it wasnôt for the women sharing 
what they saw and heard. 
 

In his book, Testimony: Talking Ourselves into Being Christian, Professor and Pastor 
Tom Long explains the importance of putting our faith into words. For one, it is in the 
ñtalkingò that we grow in understanding.  As he states, the ñfree flow of honest conver-
sation, questioning, probing, exploration, and even skepticismé.is an important  
aspect of how we come to know and believe the wisdom of Scripture.ò  I realize that 
not everybody is comfortable sharing their questions and ideas with a group but I also 
believe that unless we discover a way of talking about how Christ is at work in the 
world and in our lives, our faith does not grow but becomes something we save for 
Sundays and church. 
 

We are a congregation that shares Christôs love, grows in faith and serves others. We 
also recognize the importance of doing this from one generation to another. You have 
heard the saying, ñDonôt just talk the talk, walk the walk.ò I believe that we need to 
walk the talk and talk the walk. This Easter I encourage you to keep the conversation 
going by sharing the ways Christ makes a difference in your life. It may feel uncom-
fortable at first, but as you begin talking God will give you the courage and also the 
words. 
 

         With you in Christ, 

   Message from Pastor Kathy 
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Community  

Easter Egg Hunt  

Saturday, April 23rd  

10am to 11:30am  
 

We invite all children, 3
rd

 grade 

and younger, to join us in the  

Social Room for this yearôs  

Easter Egg Hunt.   We will have 

games, snacks, intergenera-

tional craft, and of course the 

egg hunt.  This event is open to 

the community so invite your  

friends and neighbors.    

ñChange For Lifeò 

Bring your filled baby bottle  
back to church with you on 
or before Easter Sunday , 
April 24th. Drop off bottles 
at the church office, 

or in the front window 
sills of the sanctuary.  

Midweek Lenten Services and Meals  
 

6pmñDinner in the Social Room  

7pmñWorship in the Sanctuary  

(Childrenõs activities in the Social Room.) 

 

Wednesday, April 6th:    
ñThe Lordôs Prayer: No Trespassing!ò 

 

Wednesday, April 13th:   

òThe Lordôs Prayer:  
Hear No Evil, See No Evil, Speak No Evilò 

 

Lenten Bible Study Series Continues...  

ñPray This Way: A Study of The Lordôs Prayerò  
 

This Lent Pastor Mark Vitalis Hoffman is leading us 
as we explore what this prayer means and how our lives 
can be changed by it. All are invited to come on Wednes-
day evenings to explore the Lordôs Prayer as Jesus prayed 
it and as we pray it today. Follow-up bible studies will be  
held on Sunday mornings, April 3rd and 10th, 10:10am in 
the Social Room.  

Mother -Daughter Banquet Tickets On Sale in April... The annual Mother-Daughter 
Banquet will be held on Wednesday, May 4th at 6:30pm in the Social Room. Once again 
a very special program is planned. Tickets are $4.00  and will be available after all ser-
vices on April 16th/17th, April 23rd/24th and April 30th/May 1st. See Bill Williams, Bob 
Pyles, or Audrey Boyer after each service. Help is needed on Tuesday, May 3rd at 6pm to 
set up tables; and Wednesday, May 4th, at 11am to pick turkeys and at 5pm to serve the 
meal. 

Easter Flowers Pick Up  
If you ordered Easter flowers and 
designated that you will pick them up, 
please remember to do so. They may be 
taken after the 11am Easter service on Sun-
day, April 24th. Since there will be a variety of 
flowers this year, please remember to take the 
kind you purchased. As a reminder, there will 
be a check-off sheet in the front window of the 
sanctuary. 

 

The Altar Guild will be meeting at  
9am on Saturday, April 16th ,  

to prepare for Palm Sunday and 
Holy Week services. All members 

are encouraged to attend. 

ñGrief 2 Hopeò 
will meet on  
Monday, April 
18th, 7pm , in the 
Living Library.   For more 
information contact Greta 
at 301-371-7706. 
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As a people of God, we are sent to Share Christõs Love, grow in faith, and serve others. 

From Jim Huckleberry, Church 
Council (Stewardship) and Dave 
Bandy, Stewardship Committee:  
 
On March 2, 2011, the first meeting of 
the newly constituted Stewardship 
Committee was held. Members on the 
committee are Pastor Kathy, Jim 
Huckleberry, Deborah Reichelt, 
Nancy Bybel, Dave Bandy, Val Main, 
Janet Young, Pat Rudy and Abby  
Buchanan. The overall objective of 
the committee is to promote steward-
ship as a way of life and as a way to 
give twelve months a year.  
 

Stewardship is an important part of 
the abundant life that Christ has 
promised to us in the Bible. Being 
partakers of His salvation, He is now 
central to our life. As such, we turn 
away from worldly desires, and focus 
on His will for our lives. Part of His will 
is to be good stewards of His gifts. 
His gifts to us are overwhelming as 
we are blessed abundantly, especially 
here in the USA compared to other 
areas of the world. As such, we are to 
give generously of our time and tal-
ents. Please pray that God will show 
all of us how to rejoice in His love 
through Stewardship!  

Save the dateé 
 

New Member Reception and Sharing Forum - May 22nd, in the Social Room. 
One God One Voice Concert ñRequiemò - May 22nd, 2:30pm at Christ Reformed 
Church, Middletown.  
Worship in the Park - Sunday, June 19th, at Middletown Park. 

Surprise and Honor Our 
Homebound This Easter  

 

Is your family able to set 
aside a short time to bring 
Easter cheer to one of our 

homebound members? Select a card 
from the basket in the sanctuary 
windowsill  - each card has a home-
bound memberôs name and address on 
the back. Set a time to stop by for a 
brief visit to bring your Easter cheer 
and basket. Our homebound would en-
joy your visit as you share Christôs love 
- one generation to another! (If the per-
son does not answer the door you can 
leave it at the door - be sure to write a 
personal greeting with your names!) 

First Communion  
Instructional Retreat...    
 

There will be a one day 
Instructional Retreat on 
Sunday, April 17th , from 12 noon to 
4pm, in the Social Room .  
 
Participants will receive First Communion 
on Maundy Thursday, April 21st at 7pm. 
Please RSVP to the church office to  
reserve a spot for the retreat.  
 
Parents: If you are not sure if your child is 
ready or should participate please contact 
Pastor Kathy or Pastor Cris, 301-371-
6500.  

Please continue to bring your  
aluminum cans to the youth house  

for us to recycle.     
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Treasurer Report  
Year-to-date February 28, 2011   

 

  Current  Building/  Local  Other      

  Ministry  Capital Expend  Benevolence  Designated  Total    

Income        83,542.46         12,963.76           7,763.56           5,871.89    110,141.67   

Expense        96,284.92           5,759.06              870.00           6,114.44    109,028.42   

             

Net Surplus (Deficit)       (12,742.46)           7,204.70           6,893.56             (242.55)       1,113.25   

             

Pastoral Housing  
 

Q: I saw in the February Beacon that 
council approved a $25,000 housing  
allowance for each of our two pastors, 
Pastor Kathy and Pastor Cris. I thought we 
already approved the 2011 Budget at the 
Annual Congregational meeting? How can 
council change it?   
 

A: Thank you for your concerns. You are 
absolutely correct. The church council 
does not have the authority to change the 
budget without congregational approval.  
What was voted on and approved at the 
February council meeting was defining 
what portion of the pastorôs compensation 
package would be allocated as housing 
versus salary. If you have Zionôs 2010 An-
nual Report handy, turn to page 23, the 
2011 Proposed Budget. Under the staff 
salaries category are listed line items for 
Senior Pastor and Associate Pastor.  
Below is an excerpt: 
 

Staff Salaries: 
Senior Pastor (include housing and  

Soc. Sec. 15.3%) $78,500 
Associate Pastor (include housing and  

Soc. Sec. 15.3%) $57,000 
 

What does this mean?   
Pastor Kathy is paid $78,500 a year and 

Pastor Cris, $57,000. The total includes 
both salary and housing.  What  had not 
been determined at the time of the An-
nual Report was what portion of the total 
compensation would be allocated for 
each. The procedure we followed this 
year and how we handle pastoral com-
pensation every year is to vote on the  
total compensation package at the  
congregational meeting and then approve 
the housing portion at the first council 
meeting following the annual meeting.  
Based on the allocation, the pastoral 
compensation can now be thought of like 
this: 
 

Senior Pastor: $53,500 salary +$25,000 
housing = $78,500 annual compensation  

Associate Pastor: $32,000 salary + $25,000 
housing = $57,000 annual compensation  

 

The allocation has no financial ramifica-
tions for the church.  Thank you for your 
diligence and keep the good questions 
coming!   

Audit Team Forming  
 

Do you have public accounting or auditing 
experience? Are you a CPA? We need 
you! The Finance Committee is looking for 
a few additional members to serve on the 
newly formed ñaudit teamò. If you are inter-
ested, please contact Patty Yeager at 
ppyeager@msn.com or 301-293-9941 for 
additional information.   

mailto:ppyeager@msn.com
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Council Meeting Highlights, March 2011:   

Dear Members,  
 
I feel that one of the most exciting highlights is that we have TWO mission trips 
happening this summeréboth our Youth Work Camp and our adult trip as part of the 
Christian Appalachian Project.  God is at work at Zion! 
 

The Treasurer reported the year-to-date deficit and surplus. There were some large 
bills due in February, including an elevator regulations test that was needed (test re-
quired every 5 years). 
The Council heard staff reports from Pastor Cris and CYF Director, Ginger Trautman. 
Report from the Finance Committee: The Finance Committee met in March. The 
agenda included a more detailed look at both money handling practices and audit poli-
cies and procedures. A plea will be made to the congregation to solicit additional 
members to be part of a newly formed audit committee.   
A motion was approved to spend less than $1,000 to switch the existing kitchenette (in 
Pastor Crisô office) to face the hallway so that it is more accessible. 
Master Plan Update:  Drawings of our buildings and properties are progressing. 
Mel Dageforde has been working independently on our Archives for quite a while.  A 
request for interested parties to help will be included in the next Beacon. 
The Council approved a motion to assist in the cost of members attending the Chris-
tian Appalachian Project, both in registration fees, and gas expenses. The motion car-
ried to pay up to $3,000 in assistance. 
Pastor Cris, Dee Buchanan and Chris Derr attended a meeting regarding interest in 
the printing press. While it is rare enough to be displayed, it would take funds to do so, 
and there is not necessarily interest in it by museums. The topic of the press will not 
be tabled indefinitely, as it is relevant to the bigger concern of Zionôs best long-term 
use of space in the Valley Register building. Discussion will continue at the April meet-
ing. This discussion is loosely connected to our current use of the building, which will 
also continue to be a topic of conversation in April. The possibility of a property man-
ager is at the forefront of this conversation. 
The Cemetery Board has purchased a tamper to help level the ground. 

 
Please contact myself or any Council member with questions regarding any of the above 
topics.  

 
I hope you have all had an opportunity to participate in one or more of our worship ser-
vices since the schedule change last month. We will continue in conversation about the 
new schedule later this spring, with a Forum on June 12

th
.   

 
Please continue to pray for the work of our Council.  
 
       Blessings, 
       Dee Buchanan, Council President  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday        Wednesday Thursday Friday  Saturday 
     1 

7pm Contemporary Worship Team 

rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

2 

8am-2pm  Blood Drive (Social Room) 

 

8:30am One God One Voice rehearsal (MR) 

 

6pm Evening Worship (Chapel) 

 

 

3  Fourth Sunday in Lent 

 

9:00am Contemporary Worship 

10am Christian Education for all ages 

10:10am Adult Forum 

11:00am Traditional Worship 

1-5pm Council Retreat (Social Room)

7:00pm Childrenôs Choir rehearsal (MR) 

4 
1:30pm Staff Meeting (LL) 

7:00pm Church Council (CR) 

5 
9:00am Wisdom Seekers Bible 

Study (Living Library) 

4:30pm Body & Soul (Soc Rm) 

7:00pm Handbells (Music Rm) 

7:00pm Zion Knitters (Main 

Cup) 

7:00pm Christian Appalachian 

Project Meeting (Social Room) 

6 

6:30am Youth WUW  

Breakfast (GE/SR/K) 

6:00pm Mid-Week Lent  

Meal 

7:00pm Mid-Week  

Service 

7 

7:00am Quilting (SR) 

11:30am Valley Seniors & Friends 

Lunch/Program (SR) 

3-5:30pm Mid School Safe House 

(YH) 

4:30pm Body & Soul (SR) 

7:00pm Senior Choir (MR) 

8 

7pm Contemporary Worship Team 

rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

 

 

9 

8:30am One God One Voice rehearsal (MR) 

 

6pm Evening Worship (Chapel) 

10  Fifth Sunday in Lent 

 

9:00am Contemporary Worship 

10am Christian Education for all ages 

10:10am Adult Forum 

11:00am Traditional Worship  

12:15pm Young Musicianôs rehearsal 

(Music Room) 

7:00pm Childrenôs Choir rehearsal (MR) 

11 

1:30pm Staff Meeting (LL) 

 

4:30pm Body & Soul (SR) 

 

7:00pm ñSame Life, New Storyò  

a Womenôs Bible Study-1 of 10  

sessions (Gardenôs Edge) 

12 

9:00am Wisdom Seekers 

Bible Study (Living Library) 

2:00pm Organ Tuning 

(Sanctuary) 

7:00pm Handbells (MR) 

7:00pm Zion Knitters (Main  

Cup) 

 

13 

6:30am Youth WUW  

Breakfast (GE/SR/K) 

6:00pm Mid-Week Lent  

Meal 

7:00pm Mid-Week  

Service 

14 

7:00am Quilting (Social Room) 

 

3-5:30pm Extended Safe House (Yth 

Hse) 

6pm  Dinner for youth (Social Room) 

6-7:30pm  Service Projects (Social Rm) 

7:00pm Senior Choir (MR) 

 

(Palms delivered) 

15 

7pm Contemporary Worship Team 

rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

 

 

16 

8am Mar Lu Ridge Work Day (MLR Camp) 

8:30am One God One Voice rehearsal (MR) 

9:00am Altar Guild Prep Day 

 

6pm Evening Worship (Chapel) 

17  PALM SUNDAY 

 

9:00am Contemporary Worship 

10am Christian Education for all ages 

11:00am Traditional Worship 

12N-4pm First Communion Instructional 

Retreat (Social Room) 

12:15pm Young Musicianôs rehearsal 

(Music Rm) 

5pm MHS Wresting Banquet (Soc Rm) 

 

18 

1:30pm Staff Meeting (LL) 

 

3-6pm Setup time 

6pm Zion Daughters/Thrivent meal 

(Social Room/Kitchen) 

 

7:00pm Grief 2 Hope (LL) 

 

7:00pm ñSame Life, New Storyò  

a Womenôs Bible Study-2 of 10  

sessions (Gardenôs Edge) 

19 

9:00am Wisdom Seekers 

Bible Study (LL) 

 

7:00pm Handbells (MR) 

 

7:00pm Zion Knitters (Main 

Cup) 

 

20 

6:30am Youth WUW  

Breakfast (GE/SR/K) 

 

7:00pm Contemporary  

Worship Team rehearsal  

(Sanc) 

21  MAUNDY THURSDAY  

7:00am Quilting (SR) 

11:30am Valley Seniors & Friends 

Lunch/Program (SR) 

 

12:30pm Worship Service (in the  

Gardenôs Edge room) 

 

7:00pm   Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

 

22  GOOD FRIDAY 

 

9am Prayer Service 

 

12N Prayer Service 

 

5:30pm Prayer Service 

6pm  Meal (Social Room) 

 

7pm Tenebrae Service 

 

23  EASTER VIGIL  

No One God One Voice rehearsal today 

 

9am-12Noon  Choir rehearsals (Sanctuary) 
 

10-11:30am  Easter Egg Hunt  

(Lawn/Soc Room) 

 

6pm Evening Worship (Chapel) 

24  RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD 

       EASTER SUNDAY 
 
 

6:30am Sunrise Worship  
 

7:30-10:30am Continental Breakfast (SR) 

 

9:00am Contemporary Worship 

 

10am Christian Education for all ages 

 

11:00am Traditional Worship 

 

 

25   

Church Office closed today 

 

4:30pm Body & Soul (SR) 

 

7:00pm ñSame Life, New Storyò  

a Womenôs Bible Study-3 of 10  

sessions (Gardenôs Edge) 

26 

9:00am Wisdom Seekers 

Bible Study (LL) 

 

7:00pm Handbells (MR) 

 

7:00pm Zion Knitters (Main 

Cup) 

 

27 

6:30am Youth WUW  

Breakfast (GE/SR/K) 

 

9am-2pm  Staff Retreat/ 

Lunch (Gardenôs Edge) 

 

4:30pm Body & Soul (SR) 

 

7pm Contemporary  

Worship Team rehearsal  

(Sanc) 

28 

7:00am Quilting (SR) 

3-5:30pm Mid School Safe House 

(YH) 

Senior Choir will resume rehearsals 

next Thursday 

29 

 

8am Beacon  

Mailers Group  

(Conf Room) 

30 

8:00am  Menôs Breakfast (Gardenôs Edge) 

 

8:30am One God One Voice rehearsal (MR) 

 

6pm Evening Worship (Chapel) 

     LOCATION LEGEND  

SRðSocial Room                        

MRðMusic Room 

LLðLiving Library  

CRðConference Room 

GEðGardenôs Edge Caf® 

YHðYouth House 

Sanc-Sanctuary 

KðKitchen 

April 2011 
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6:30am Sunrise Worship  
 

7:30-10:30am Continental Breakfast (SR) 

 

9:00am Contemporary Worship 

 

10am Christian Education for all ages 

 

11:00am Traditional Worship 

 

 

25   

Church Office closed today 

 

4:30pm Body & Soul (SR) 

 

7:00pm ñSame Life, New Storyò  

a Womenôs Bible Study-3 of 10  

sessions (Gardenôs Edge) 

26 

9:00am Wisdom Seekers 

Bible Study (LL) 

 

7:00pm Handbells (MR) 

 

7:00pm Zion Knitters (Main 

Cup) 

 

27 

6:30am Youth WUW  

Breakfast (GE/SR/K) 

 

9am-2pm  Staff Retreat/ 

Lunch (Gardenôs Edge) 

 

4:30pm Body & Soul (SR) 

 

7pm Contemporary  

Worship Team rehearsal  

(Sanc) 

28 

7:00am Quilting (SR) 

3-5:30pm Mid School Safe House 

(YH) 

Senior Choir will resume rehearsals 

next Thursday 

29 

 

8am Beacon  

Mailers Group  

(Conf Room) 

30 

8:00am  Menôs Breakfast (Gardenôs Edge) 

 

8:30am One God One Voice rehearsal (MR) 

 

6pm Evening Worship (Chapel) 

     LOCATION LEGEND  

SRðSocial Room                        

MRðMusic Room 

LLðLiving Library  

CRðConference Room 

GEðGardenôs Edge Caf® 

YHðYouth House 

Sanc-Sanctuary 

KðKitchen 
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All men are invited to join Pastor Cris for 
a Saturday breakfast and Bible Study. 

RSVP to Pastor Cris 
frigm@zionmiddletown.org or the 

church office, 301-371-6500. If you  
decide at the last minute to come, thatôs 

okay too ï there will be enough food!  

ñBig Apple Adventure: Where 

Faith and Life Connect.ò 
 

Discover adventure waiting 
at every corner in the Big 
Apple. Amid the exciting 

sights and sounds of the city, kids will 
hear Bible stories about people who 
stepped out in faith and connected with 
Jesus. Kids will learn that they can con-
nect faith and life through a relationship 
with Jesus. Join us Monday-Friday, June 
20th to 24th from 9am to 12 noon , to be 
a part of this adventure!  
 

Watch the Christian Education bulletin 
b o a r d  a n d  t h e  w e b s i t e , 
www.zionmiddletown.org, for more  
information and registration forms . 

Itôs already April and work is 
underway to plan for this 
yearôs Vacation Bible 
School. Our theme is ñBig  
Apple Adventure: Where faith 
and life connect.ò We are 
starting to line up our leaders and help-
ers and are interested in knowing if you 
will be helping us this year. Please keep 
an eye on the Christian Education 
bulletin board (outside the chapel) for 
volunteer registration forms. If youôre an 
adult interested in helping in a specific 
area please contact Ginger.  
 

We are specifically looking for  
immediate help on some set  

designs.  If youôre artistic or enjoy 
painting please contact Ginger,  

gtrautman@zionmiddletown.org.    

Middle and High School VBS Outings  
 

June 20th -24th 
12:45pm to 4:00pm  

Ages 6th to 12th grades  
 

Suggestions for activities welcome!!  
 

**Watch the Christian Ed bulletin board, 
upcoming announcements and   
Beacons for more information.** 

Vacation Bible School Donation Items  
 

As we prepare for this yearôs Vacation Bible School we ask for you to help us in donat-
ing some basic items. If you are able to donate any of the items below please place 
them in the skyscraper donation box found outside the sanctuary (near the Food Bank 
donation cart): 

14 1/2 oz. empty, washed Vegetable cans (we need about 130) 
bottles of correction fluid called "White-out" or "Liquid Paper" (40 needed.) 

Please continue to watch for this list in future newsletters, as well as the Christian  
Education bulletin board (outside of the chapel) for new requests. 

 



11 

 

Lectionary Text for the  
month of April:  

 

April 2/3:  Fourth Sunday in Lent 
   John 9:1 -41 
April 9/10: Fifth Sunday in Lent 
   John 11:1 -45 
April 16/17: Palm Sunday 
   Matthew 26:14 -27:66 
April 21:  Maundy Thursday 
   John 12:1 -17, 31b-35 
April 22:  Good Friday 
   John 18:1 -19:42 
April 23/24: Resurrection of Our Lord, 
   Easter 
   John 20:1 -18  

How Can I Serve?  

      Hospitality...  

Have you noticed the coffee 
and donuts in Living Library 
and GardenôsEdge on Sunday 

morning? Preparation and clean-up for 
this ministry can be simple if  we have a 
group of volunteers to take turns. Please 
consider if you are willing to help on a ro-
tating schedule. Please contact Pastor 
Cris if you are interested . 

ñWorship In the Parkò Helpers Needed... 
Weôre planning to take our Contemporary 
Worship service to the Middletown Park on 
Sunday, June 19th. We need some people 
to help plan the logistics for this special 
community event. We need people to help 
with light refreshments, a few simple activi-
ties, and other specific tasks. Please con-
tact Pastor Cris if you are willing to 
share some of your time ï no long term 
commitment required.  

Calling all Care Responders...  
 

Did you know that we have a number of 
folks who visit our nearly 50 homebound 
members? Did you realize that we have 
some who prepare meals for others who 
are sick or in transition?  
 

Did you know that we are blessed with a 
team of workers, (mostly Zion daughters 
but also some men!) who prepare lunch-
eons for family and friends following a 
funeral? And did you realize that each 
week one of the members of the Altar 
Guild team delivers a set of flowers to 
someone at home or in the hospital?  
 

Did you see that our Middle school Safe 
House participants are making crosses 
for our older members who are home-
bound?  
 

Do you know that you can also get in-
volved in any of these caring ministries? 
Could it be that God is calling 
you to begin a new ministry 
of caring for others? Contact 
Pastor Kathy at  301-371-6500 
or khoffman@zionmiddletown.org. 

Same Life, New Story  
 

Womenôs Bible Study now forming! 
 

Move from what ñISò to what ñCAN BEò 
by changing how we think and talk to 
ourselves using powerful character 

studies of ten women from scripture,  
as well as modern-day stories.   

 

This 10-session Study  
begins on Monday, April 

11th, 7pm, in the Gardenôs 
Edge (lower-level).   

Questions? Contact Karen  
       Hollis at 301-371-9577. 

 

mailto:khoffman@zionmiddletown.org
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All community seniors in the Middletown 
Valley and surrounding areas are wel-
come to attend the Valley Seniors and 
Friends lunches . Please call Sue McDer-
mott, 301-371-6929, by Monday before 
the lunch to reserve your meal.  
 

When:  1st and 3rd Thursday/month, 
11:30am (April 7th and 21st)  
Where:  Zionôs Social Room 

Cost:    $5.00 per person 
 

Mark your calendar: Please join us on 
May 5th for a presentation on ñTrolleys 
through the Heart of Marylandò   

Zionôs handbell choir will participate in  
Bell and History Days  

Handbell Festival  
Sunday, April 3rd, 5:00pm ,  

Basilica of the National Shrine 
of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, in Emmitsburg. 

The choir will ring When the Saints Go 
Marching In as their solo performance and 
will be accompanied by guest instrumental-
ists Doug Remsberg, Rob Burchill, and 
James Rudy. The Handbell Festival is free 
and the public is invited. Come out to  
support Zionôs handbell choir! 

We want to wish all who are celebrating  
a birthday this month a very HAPPY 
BITHDAY!!  
 

We  will no longer be publishing birthdays 

in The Beacon , but monthly birthday lists 

will be available...please call or stop by 
the church office to pick up a copy. Con-
tact Gayla at 301-371-6500 or email her at   
gmagnus@ zionmiddletown.org and one 
will be sent to you. 

Are you interested in becoming CPR 
certified?  

 

Zion is partnering with the Methodist 
Church in Middletown to provide a CPR/
AED certification class. It will be held Sat-
urday, May 14

th
 from 9-Noon at 

MUMC. This class is open to anyone wish-
ing to become certified in CPR for what-
ever reason! (This is a great opportunity 
for those in high school who are babysit-
ting!) The cost is $35 (checks made pay-
able to Health First and payable at the 
door.) The cost will be less if weôre able to 
get 30 people registered for the 
class. Anyone interested in using this cer-
tification to help serve on our First Re-
sponse Team at Zion will be paid in full.  
 

Contact Cathy Baker for more informa-
tion on what serving on this team en-
tails,  301-371-5743. This class is open to 
anyone 12 years old and older. Invite oth-
ers to join us. There is a sign up sheet on 
the Christian Ed bulletin board in the main 
hallway. The deadline to sign up is April 
30

th
.   

Life skills  
Do you know how to knit? Can you 
change the oil in your car? Are you 
known for your baking?  Do you enjoy ba-
sic carpentry? Is your talent in gardening 
or pottery making? Can you play the gui-
tar well enough to teach it? This summer 
Zion will be offering a weekly, day long 
program for both elementary and middle 
school aged youth (separate pro-
grams). As part of that program weôd like 
to offer sessions on learning helpful 
life skills and trades . If you feel you 
have something you can offer this pro-
gram please contact Ginger Trautman 
gtrautman@zionmiddletown.org or 301-
371-6500, x203. 

Join Team Zion as they walk to raise 
money for MS . Contact Allison Musser, 

at 301-992-9544, or email:  
aemusser@student.hagerstowncc.edu, 
for more information or to join the team! 

mailto:gtrautman@zionmiddletown.org
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With our deepest sympathy we 
keep in our thoughts and prayers 

the family and friends of:  
 

Edna Gouker  
  

Carrie Toms   
 

Winifred (Winnie) Summers  
 

Bryan Zolfo  
(brother of David Zolfo)  

Congratulations on the birth of:       
 

 Leah Katherine Gordon  

on January 22, 2011  
(Daughter of David  

and Patricia Gordon)  

Venturing Crew 121 thanks Zion for its 

incredible support which has taken the 
forms of prayer, advice, encouragement, 
leadership, and resources. We have some 
exciting news to share with the church: 
Crew 121 has been awarded the "2011 
Crew of the Year"  award from our local 
scouting district, the Appalachian Trail dis-
trict. This is the second year in a row our 
crew has won this award, and it is a testa-
ment to the superb leadership of our youth 
officers (led by our Crew President, Matt 
Glessner) and the incredible support from 
the church community. If you see one of 
our crew members who attends church 
(Matt Glessner, Josh Glessner, Jimmy 
Staples, Erik Williams, Chris Yeager) let 
them know how proud you are of their 
accomplishment!   

 

Thank you so much to the church for help-
ing make this ministry come to life! 
We have many fun adventures planned over 
the upcoming months (including whitewater 
rafting and a high-ropes adventure course), 
and are also gearing up for our two-week 
backpacking trip in July to Philmont Scout 
Ranch (in New Mexico). We're also starting 
to plan our major activity for next summer. 
Are you interested in investing time into re-
lationships and adventure with us? We'd 
love it if you joined. Our co-ed crew needs 
more adults (particularly female adults who 
like outdoor activities like camping), and 
we'd love it if more 14-20 year-old youth 
joined our merry band of adventurers. 

Thank You Stamp Ministry  

 

Several decades ago Zion joined 
other churches in the DE-MD 
Synod in a Stamp Ministry to provide the 
residents of the National Lutheran Home 
at Rockville with an occupational therapy 
by collecting used postage stamps to be 
soaked off paper and sold to stamp deal-
ers, thereby filling the residentsô spare 
hours and making a small income at the 
same time. This worked well for a number 
of years, with large accumulations of 
stamps being transported to the Home; 
however, in recent years the contributions 
have dwindled almost to the vanishing 
point and it is no longer economically fea-
sible to forward them to the Home. In addi-
tion, and also for economic reasons, the 
US Postal Service no longer requires their 
paper suppliers to include a water-soluble 
layer in the stamp paper, and most stamps 
issued during the past several years can-
not be soaked off the envelope paper. For 
these reasons we regret that the stamp 
ministry has been discontinued.  If there 
are any questions concerning this decision 
you may contact Eugene Appleby who has 
headed this ministry since its inception. 

We know that the one who raised the 
Lord Jesus will raise us also.  

~2 Corinthians 4:14 
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Mar-Lu-Ridge is a year-round outdoor min-
istry of the ELCA. We support MLR as part 
of our local benevolence giving. Camps are 
a wonderful way for children of all ages to 
spend some time outside in a safe, non-
competitive, hands-on environment while 
learning about Christ. There are a variety of 
camp experiences including day Arts, Fish-
ing, Horseback, Adventure, Civil War, Arch-
ery, Night Owl camps...and more! The Sum-
mer camping season is June 19th to August 
6th. For more information visit 

Take time out for family!  
Zion has purchased Hershey 
Park tickets at a significant dis-
count and we want to pass that 
savings on to you. THIS IS NOT 
A FUNDRAISER! Our hope is that you will 
take time out of your busy schedules to 
celebrate your family. Regular Tickets 
(ages 9-54) $29.50 (normally $53.95), 
Junior/Senior Tickets (ages 3-8 & 55-69) 
$25.00 (normally $32.95). Tickets can be 
used any time during Hershey Parkôs nor-
mal 2011 summer season. Tickets are 
VERY limited so you must respond 
quickly. If youôre interested in purchasing 
tickets grab a Hershey Park ticket form on 
the youth bulletin board or contact Ginger 
Trautman, 301-371-6500. Tickets are first 
come, first served and must be paid for at 
time of pick-up. **Tickets can be re-
served and held for 24 hours only . 
Checks made payable to: Zion Lutheran 
Church.  

Summer Program for Elementary and  
Middle School Youth  

 

Our Thursday afternoon Safe Houses have 
been a tremendous outreach to our Middle-
town community. As the end of the school 
year quickly approaches we have been dis-
cussing how this affects the after school, mid-
dle school safe house. This program has 
gained momentum and we hate to see it end 
because school is out.  

 

As families struggle to find safe, meaning-
ful places for their kids to be during the 
summer we have an opportunity to pro-
vide an option for them.  Weôd like that op-
tion to not only include middle school aged 
youth but elementary as well. We are still in 
discussion about offering a one day a week, 
day long program (probably Wednesdays 
from 9am-3pm) during the summer months, 
following the week of Vacation Bible School.  
 

This program could offer structured games/
activities, the beginning of a community gar-
den, classes on life skills/trades, movies, free 
time, and field trips. In order to offer this pro-
gram we are looking for some people who are 
available to help us each week, once a 
month, or however often as your schedule will 
allow to keep our youth safe (see p. 12). If 
you are interested in being a part of this 
discussion or if youôre interested in offer-
ing help please contact Ginger Trautman 
at gtrautman@zionmiddletown.org.  

www.marluridge.org or call MLR at 1-800-
238-9974. (We also have information about 
MLR camps posted on our Christian Ed bulle-

tin board.) MLR Summer Camp Open 
Houses: April 10th, May 15th, June 
12thðCome to an Open House and meet 
some of the staff. MLR is ACA accredited 
and firmly rooted in Christ. This yearôs sum-
mer theme is ñJesus Chooses Usò, and they 
will be exploring what it means to be a child 
of God, and how we can have an attitude of 
service toward others! If you have a sense 
of adventure and a willingness to learn new 
things then the ñBack to Basicsò Camp is 
the camp for you. Itôs open to ages 14 to 16, 
July 31st to August 6th.  
 

 Mar Lu Ridge  Annual Work Day, April 
16thðCome join in projects large and 
small, all help is appreciated. Enjoy fellow-
ship and 3 meals. Breakfast begins at 8am 
in DH2. If you will be attending the break-
fast please let Lee Ropp know, 301 -293-
2701. 
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Wanted on our ñWish Listò for the 

Youth House ðA portable basketball 
net, badminton rackets and birdies.  

Middle School  
SAFE HOUSE AND  

TUTORING  Program for April  

Thursday, April 7th:   
3:00-5:30: Free time, games, homework,  
   tutors, and fellowship 
*Tutors: Math, English, French 
 
Thursday, April 14th: Extended Safe 
House  
3:00-5:30: Free time, games, homework,  
   tutors, and fellowship 
*Tutors: Math, English, French 
6:00: Dinner 
6:00-7:30: Service Projects (at Zion in the 
   social room) 

*Make cards and cross palms for some  
special friends 

*Help with spring cleaning of the nursery 
  
Thursday, April 21st: NO SAFE HOUSE  
 
Thursday, April 28th:  
3:00-5:30:  Free time, games, homework, 
     tutors, and fellowship 
* Tutors: Math, English, French 
If you would like help on an English paper 
feel free to bring your paper on  a flash drive. 
We will have computers available. 
 

Invite Your Friends!  
For more information contact Ginger 

Trautman 301 -371-6500  x 203 or  
gtrautman@zionmiddletown.org  

Youth Yard Sale  
The annual youth yard sale will be taking 
place Saturday, May 21

st
 at the Middle-

town Fire House . Please start looking 
through your treasures to see what you 
may be able to donate. We are looking for 
new or gently used, useable 
items. (Please do not bring broken 
items.) We will have TWO drop off dates. 
Bring your items to the youth house on 
Saturday, May 14

th
 from 10am -1pm and 

Thursday, May 19
th

 from 3:30 -7:30pm . If 
you have questions or need to discuss al-
ternate pick-up/drop-off dates contact Gin-
ger Trautman at 301-371-6500 or gtraut-
man@zionmiddletown.org. 

Middle School Service Project  
April 14

th
 from 5:30 -7:30pm  

 

We invite all middle schoolers to join us 
Thursday, April 14

th
 for our monthly ser-

vice project. We will meet at 5:30 in the 
social room for pizza. At 6:00pm we will 
learn how to make crosses out of 
palm branches and make cards for 
some special friends . We will also help 
with some spring cleaning of our nurs-
ery. Please sign up on the youth bulletin 
board if youôre able to attend. Invite your 
friends! A reminder to all confir-
mands: You can get confirmation credit 
for attending any service project! 

 
 
 

Join us for food and conversation,  
6:30am Wednesday mornings, in the  
GardenôsEdge. For more information 

contact Pastor Cris.  

mailto:gtrautman@zionmiddletown.org
mailto:gtrautman@zionmiddletown.org

