Zion Lutheran Church

Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost
October 17, 2021
9:00 a.m.

Welcome to worship on this holy day of celebration.

We are glad you are with us today for worship. If you have any
questions, please see an usher.

As a people of God, we share Christ’s love, grow in faith, and serve others.




Sunday 9:00 a.m. Worship Service

*Denotes Congregation is to stand, if able
WELCOME

*OPENING SONG You Are | Am Worship Team

*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God our comforter:

like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and
see scarcity. We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression.
We

exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. Free us from our sin,
gracious God. Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by
your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. Amen.

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace
in + Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the
forgiveness of all your sins. Amen.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

READING John 15:1-8
'l am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. ’He removes every
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to
make it bear more fruit. *You have already been cleansed by the word that |
have spoken to you. *Abide in me as | abide in you. Just as the branch can-
not bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you
abide in me. ° am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me



and | in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do noth-
ing. *Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and with-
ers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. ’If you
abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it
will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit
and become my disciples.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON “WHERE DO WE CuT?”
*SONG OF THE DAY Shout to the Lord Worship Team

*APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

*PEACE
Please take a moment to look around at your sisters and brothers and offer a
sign of peace through a wave, a smile or a message.

MusicAL OFFERING

During this special music offering, we ask that you consider
how you can support the work and mission at Zion through your
gifts of time, talent and treasure. We cannot do our work
without your participation in all three areas. To give financially,
please give either online or drop your Offering in the white box
next to the bulletins. You can also scan the QR code to be
taken to our online giving portal.




*GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

*THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*FRACTION SENTENCE

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT

All baptized Christians are welcome to receive communion this day. During
communion distribution, an usher will invite your pew row to come

forward. Please be mindful of physical distancing as you come forward. If
you need the pastor to bring you communion, please let an usher

know. When you come forward for communion, the pastor or assisting
minister will say similar words: “The body of Christ, given for you,” and “The
blood of Christ, shed for you.” Your response to each is “Amen.” There is a
gluten free and grape juice option available if you need this. Know that Christ
is fully present in the bread and the wine. If you are only able to receive one
kind (such as only the host or only the wine), know that you will receive the
same benefits as receiving both. Return your empty glass to trays in the
windows. Children and those not ready to receive communion this day may
receive a blessing.

Music DURING COMMUNION

4



*BENEDICTION

*SENDING SONG Take to the World Worship Team

*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!



The altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in many
thanks to Wendi Kishimoto and Jim Hoover for their
dedication, leadership and countless contributions to our
church by Beverly Bidle

Zion Prayer List 10-17-2021
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Zion Lutheran Church
107 West Main Street
Middletown, MD 21769
301-371-6500
Website: www.zionmiddletown.org
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Pastor Diane Day
ext. 202, pastordiane@zionmiddletown.org

Pastor Matt Day
ext. 209, pastormatt@zionmiddletown.org

Wendi Kishimoto - Church Administrator/
Director of Youth & Family Ministry
ext. 203, wendik@zionmiddletown.org
Jim Hoover - Facilities Administrator
jhoover@zionmiddletown.org
Deb Reichelt - Treasurer
treasurer@zionmiddletown.org
Kaye Derr-Financial Secretary
financialsecretary@zionmiddletown.org
Matt Puziss - Director Worship Team
mattpuziss@gmail.com
Directors of Music Ministry
Bobby Staples - rstaples93@gmail.com
Bobby Staples - Organist

Liturgy and hymns reprinted from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2012 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24159.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.



